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Working with businesses for almost 10 years | had noticed a shift towards environmental management
and legislation and it was an area that interested me but | wasn't sure that | wanted or indeed could
achieve a complete career change. Having the opportunity to speak to someone at the University of
Strathclyde who listened to what experience | had and explained how | may be able to integrate that
with a Masters in Research really helped. This support and consideration gave me the impetus to
return to study and also choose the University of Strathclyde as the place to study.

The fact that | had no environmental or science background did concern me but the support from each of the
tutors was fantastic and | was always able to discuss any areas of concern | had. | still had to put in a
substantial effort but anything worth while in life does take effort.

On completion of my studies, the combination of business experience and an MRes in Integrated Pollution
Prevention and Control were seen as key factors in obtaining my post as Project Officer for a 3 year funded
technology transfer project that aims to encourage the uptake of the latest technological developments by small
and medium sized businesses within the Loch Lomond and National Park area. The project covers 5 sectors
which include green tourism and sustainable construction which has utilised my knowledge in waste
management, EIA and air pollution not to mention my previous business experience. Helping businesses and
putting together projects is extremely rewarding as it has a direct effect on small companies which would not
normally have had interaction with a university.

| am now at the stage that | want to extend my knowledge as | found that the MRes is a fantastic stage towards
a PhD. The relationships built at Strathclyde University and the help | have received made the decision so
much easier. | know it is going to be a long struggle especially as I'll be working full time too, but | sincerely
believe that if the support is there, then I'll succeed.

“... MRes is a fantastic stage towards a PhD”



