
A Manifesto for a Sustainable  
Built Environment 
  

1.  Centred Places 
a Democratic right to Access Services 
Land Value Tax 
  

2.  The Social Model of Sustainability 
Local Democracy 
Empowered Communities 
a Sustainable Community is a Loved one 
 

2.  Work with the Environment, don’t hide from it 
The Natural Environment 
The Built Environment 
  

4.  The Virtues of Use, Reuse and Extension  
… instead of Landfill “Regeneration” 
Intensify Existing 
New Use fit 
Extensions that Open Up 
a level VAT Playing Field 
  

5.  Materials & Technology 
Low Tech, Carbon Lock, Non-toxic 
  

6.  Sun, View & Ventilation 



1.  Centred Places 



1.  Centred Places - a Democratic right to Access Services   

Why do Town Centres Matter? 
.  Folk – they are places that are 
Accessible for all the Community 
.  Work – they are places of Creativity 
and Economic Enterprise  
.  Place – they have existing 
infrastructure (schools, sewers… 
communities) and are our true “Eco 
Towns” 
 
  



1.  Centred Places - a Democratic right to Access Services   



1.  Centred Places - a Democratic right to Access Services   



1.  Centred Places - a Town Centre First policy 



1.  Centred Places v. Eco-Greenwash 
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1.  Centred Places 



1.  Centred Places - Land Value Tax 



2. The Social Model of Sustainability 



2. The Social Model of Sustainability - Local Democracy 



2. The Social Model of Sustainability - Local Democracy 



2. The Social Model of Sustainability - Empowered Communities 



Scottish Poetry Library 



Scottish Storytelling Centre 



DanceBase 



                   Bridgend Farmhouse 



Rockfield School, Oban 





2. The Social Model of Sustainability - a Sustainable Community is a Loved One 



Leith Fort Colonies – Edinburgh Council, Port-of-Leith H.A. 





Developer’s Models 



an old Model 



an old Model 



… renewed 



Leith Fort Colonies 



Leith Fort Colonies 



3. Work WITH the Environment, don’t hide from it 



3. Work WITH the Environment, don’t hide from it - the Natural Environment 



Athron Hill 



Fasque Estate, Aberdeenshire 



Princes Gate 







Holyrood Park Visitor Centre 



Lews Castle/Museum an Eilean, Stornoway 













4. The Virtues of Use, Reuse and Extension 



4. The Virtues of Use, Reuse and Extension v the Landfill Model of “Sustainability” 













Lyon and Turnbull Auction House 



Dovecot Studios, Infirmary Street Baths 





Pizza Express, Stockbridge 



4. The Virtues of Use, Reuse and Extension - a level VAT playing field 



5. Materials & Technology – Low-Tech, Carbon-Lock, Non-Toxic 



5. Materials & Technology – Low-Tech, Carbon-Lock, Non-Toxic 













6. Sun, View and Ventilation 



6. Sun, View and Ventilation 



6. Sun, View and Ventilation 
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Common Weal and the Built Environment 
 

1.  Public Services 
1.1  a democratic right of access 



Boroughmuir High School 



The Pierhead, Stromness 


