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Early Years Conference:  Play Beyond Primary 1
Saturday 2nd March 2024

Workshop Descriptors



Workshop 1:  ‘Playful Learning in Upper Primary’ – Victoria Primary School 
Practical, purposeful, and light on resources, Blair hopes to share as many ideas as he can for engaging older primary children in playful learning across the curriculum. Lots of photos and worked examples aim to help you discern how this type of pedagogy could weave its way into your own practice. Furthermore, the session aims to demonstrate how play acts as a great vehicle for discussing sustainability, rights and fuses neatly with digital learning. 
Workshop 2:  ‘Playful Experiences for our Care Experienced Children - Currie Primary School
Anita’s workshop will focus on developing practitioner understanding of early childhood attachment and trauma, and the impact this has on the child’s ability to access playful experiences. Practical suggestions will help knowledgeable practitioners to create the playful experiences, in school, that are needed to support the development of skills and memories missed in early childhood. A specific case study will be shared as an example. 
Workshop 3:  ‘Play Based Support for Learning – Corstorphine Primary School
Mary will answer the question, ‘How can play can meet the needs of learners with Additional Support Needs?’ Scaffolded by a nurture Hub study, the presentation will discuss incorporating play into the structure and routines of the whole school, including a focus on resourcing. Comparisons will be made in terms of the progression in environment, from P1 to P7, to ensure developmentally appropriate differentiation whilst building upon on a beautiful sense of shared belonging and home.
Workshop 4:  ‘Being Creative with 21st Century Skills’ – Carolside Primary School 
Conference attendees are invited to explore Carolside Primary’s play beyond P1 in classrooms across the school, whilst putting a spotlight on the development of creativity. Hear from two teachers – P3 & NCCT – committed to documenting the development of play from P1 to the upper stages of Primary with a continued focus on creative learning spaces, interactions & experiences. 
Workshop 5:  ‘The Beginning Stages of Implementing Play for Upper Primary’ – St James Primary School 
From the perspective of P7 teachers, this workshop will discuss the practical ways in which St.James Primary has changed their daily routines to allow children more opportunities to develop their skills. There will be a real focus on empowering & amplifying children’s voice within the classroom. The workshop will include learning more about the setting’s morning interest clubs, daily mission chart 
/…




(flexible timetable with increased time for independent learning) & pupil-led topics using a new planning tool – all for 2nd Level pupils! At the start of their play journey, the presenters aim to support children to have a greater understanding of the skills they are developing & will share this passion with workshop attendees.  
Workshop 6:  ‘Discovery Days’ – Dargavel Primary School 
This session will showcase a well-established & high-quality approach to embedding play in P3 & P4, 2 years in at Dargavel Primary school. Emma will delve into every aspect of play practice: the practicalities of timetabling, child-led vs adult-led planning for play, using observational processes to enhance children’s experiences, meaningful documentation as evidence to justify play beyond P1, & more! The workshop will then end with a look ahead, aiming high with shared play goals for the future. 
Workshop 7:  ‘A Free Flow Play Environment for P1-4 Pupils’ – Bent Primary School 
This session will explore the importance of documenting children’s learning from P1-P7 at Bent Primary. Lucy will share key examples and will delve into every aspect of play documentation. Children are recording key questions to drive the curriculum and to allow children full ownership for their learning.  The workshop will include time for questions and examining key examples shared.  
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