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European Group on Sentencing & Penal Decision-Making.  What is, and Should be, the Role of Gender in Sentencing and Penal Decision-Making - European Seminar. Thursday 18 June – Friday 19 June 2026, University of Maia, Portugal. 

The European Group on 
Sentencing & Penal Decision-Making

What is, and Should be, the Role of Gender in Sentencing & Penal Decision-Making 
European Seminar
Thursday 18 June – Friday 19 June 2026
University of Maia & Interdisciplinary Centre for Gender Studies (CIEG)

Maia, Porto, Portugal

Organisers: Ana Guerreiro (Host) and Cyrus Tata (Chair)
PROGRAMME 
Venue: Seminar Room 204, Floor 2, Main Building

University of Maia
Thanks to the generous support of the University of Maia & Interdisciplinary Centre for Gender Studies (CIEG), and the work of our host, Dr Ana Guerreiro, there will be no charge for attendance, lunch and refreshment breaks. 

 Seminar Venue
Seminar Room 204, Floor 2, Main Building

University of Maia
Getting to Our Seminar Venue.

By Metro to the University.

Line C (Green Line) to ISMAI 
The Metro do Porto connects to the airport (purple Line E) with Maia University (Ismai Green Line C), Maia (Forum Maia (also Green Line C) and major transport hubs.   
Main interchange station: Trindade
https://www.metrodoporto.pt/pages/337  
Public transport in Porto uses the Andante Card, a personal and rechargeable ticket valid on the Metro do Porto and buses operated by STCP. Cards can be purchased at ticket machines in metro stations.  (Remember to validate your card at the yellow machines before each trip.)

By Taxi (e.g. Uber and Bolt) are also options and may (depending on traffic etc) be slightly quicker
When you arrive at the entrance to the University, tell the security guard that you are taking part in our event. You should proceed straight ahead until you come to the Main Door (Main Building). After entering, turn right and ask the receptionist where the Meeting Room on the ground floor is (where we will be having refreshments). The seminar itself takes place at Seminar Room 204, Floor 2 of the Main Building. 
	Roundtable Seminar on the Role of Gender in Sentencing & Penal Decision-Making

Interaction and Discussion Around the Table will be a Key Feature of our Seminar.

Our seminar will be a roundtable format in which there will be a good amount of time for discussion among members of the group around the table. Not everyone is giving a ‘paper’, but I know all of us has a valuable contribution to make. In other words, all of us are active participants. 

Speakers are reminded to keep their initial remarks reasonably brief, (no more than 20 minutes at the very most – some papers have been agreed to be a little briefer), so that questions can then be addressed and discussed in greater depth than is typically possible at large conferences.




List of Participants
· Ana Guerreiro (Maia and Porto, Portugal) 

· Cyrus Tata (Strathclyde, Scotland) 
· Amy Kirby (Birkbeck London, England & Wales) 
· Olivia Benítez i Manrique (Girona, Spain)
· Loraine Gelsthorpe (Cambridge, England & Wales)

· Pedro Sousa (Porto, Portugal) 

· Jorge Quintas (Porto, Portugal)

· Dean Lipovac (Ljubljana, Slovenia) 
· Martine Herzog-Evans (Reims, France) 
· Cátia Pontedeira (Maia, Portugal)
· Richard Hartley (Texas, USA) 
· Gemma Birkett (City St George’s, England & Wales) 
· Niam Maguire (SETU, Ireland)  

· Tânia Nascimento (Strathclyde, Scotland) 
· Gavin Dingwall (Northumbria, England & Wales)
· Sigrid van Wingerden (Leiden, Netherlands) 
· Bárbara Pereira (Ispa, Lisbon, Portugal) 
· Andreia Castro de Rodgrigues (Ispa, Lisbon, Portugal) 
· Jay Gormley (Glasgow, Scotland)
· H Burridge (Edinburgh, Scotland) 
· Pedro Freitas (Catholic U, Porto, Portugal)
· Vítor Neves (Lawyer, Porto, Portugal)
Thursday 18th June 2026
Venue: Seminar Room 204, Floor 2, Main Building, University of Mai. 
12.30-14.00  Lunch 

Come and join us for the buffet lunch. Chat and meet others! 😊
Session 1: 14.00-15.40
14.00-14.30 Welcome & Roundtable Introductions
Ana Guerreiro (Universities of Maia and Porto), and Cyrus Tata (University of Strathclyde, Scotland) (Chair) and all seminar participants.
14.30-15.40
· Sigrid van Wingerden (Leiden, Netherlands) : Sentencing of Femicide in the Netherlands
· Dean Lipovac (Ljubljana, Slovenia) : The Conditional Nature of Gendered Punitiveness: Evidence from a Cross-National Vignette Study 
15.40 – 16.05 Refreshments Break

16.10 – 17.15: Session 2 

· Pedro Sousa (Porto, Portugal), Ana Guerreiro (Maia and Porto, Portugal), Jorge Quintas (Porto, Portugal): Sentencing Rape in Portuguese Courts: What Drives Judicial Decisions? 
· Olivia Benítez i Manrique (Girona, Spain): ‘Conformidad’ Negotiations from a Gender Perspective: empirical evidence from Spain 

19.30 Dinner  
Focazzia Ristorante
Parque Central da Maia, R. Simão Bolívar 20 1º Piso - Loja 20, 4470-214 Maia.

Focazzia Ristorante is located a short walk from the centre of Maia, where most of us are staying at one of the two recommended Hotels : Hotel Premuium and Hotel Maia Centro.  (Both hotels are located close to the Forum Maia metro station – a 10 minute metro ride on Green Line C Ismai station where the University is located). 
No dress code.
If this is your first time joining our group at dinner, please be assured that a warm welcome awaits you! The atmosphere will be informal, friendly and inclusive.  

Friday 19th June 2026
Venue: Seminar Room 204, Floor 2, Main Building

University of Maia.
09.00 Refreshments Available
0920-11.05: Session 3

· Bárbara Pereira (Ispa, Lisbon, Portugal) and Andreia Castro de Rodgrigues (Ispa, Lisbon, Portugal)  : Shaping gender victimhood: Unpacking judges’ perceptions of women who are victims of sexual violence
· Gemma Birkett (City St George’s, England & Wales) : The Sentencing Act 2026: A Progressive Dystopia for Women Offenders in England and Wales? 
· Vítor Neves (Lawyer, Porto, Portugal) : The Statistical Residual and the Doubled Penalty: How Sentencing Regimes Designed for the Ninety-Two Percent Compound the Punishment of the Other Eight 

11.05-11.30 : Refreshments Break
11.30-13.15 : Session 4

· Amy Kirby (Birkbeck London, England & Wales) : ‘You’re not supposed to talk’: Opportunities, limits and potential for defendant ‘voice’ in sentencing in England and Wales
· Tânia Nascimento (Strathclyde, Scotland) :  The Ideal Participant in Restorative Justice: Normative Expectations and Authenticity in Gender-Based Violence Cases
·  Cyrus Tata (Strathclyde, Scotland) : Re-Gendering Conceptions of ‘Rules’ and ‘Discretion’ in Sentencing and Penal Decision-Making

13.15-14.15 Lunch

14.15-16.00: Session 5
· Cátia Pontedeira (Maia, Portugal) : From Domestic Violence to Intimate Homicide: Judicial Narratives and Sentencing Trajectories from a case study in Portugal  

· Niamh Maguire (SETU, Ireland) : Different to Ordinary Crime? How judges approach the sentencing of breaches of domestic violence protection orders in the District Court in Ireland. 

· Martine Herzog-Evans (Reims, France) : French soil batterers: risk, needs and dangerousness
16.00: Seminar Closes
Accommodation

Staying in Maia
Our venue is the University of Maia. There are quite a few hotel and self-catering options in Maia. Maia is pleasant and represents very good value for money. It is not as busy as Porto city centre, but is also in very easy reach of Porto city centre if you’d like to do some sight-seeing. It is likely that most of us will stay in Maia.  
With thanks to our local host, Ana Guereirro, the following are recommended for us: 
1. Hotel Premium: 80€/night 

2. Hotel Maia Centro: 80€/night  

(Both hotels are located close to the Forum Maia metro station – a 10 minute metro ride on Green Line C to Ismai station where the University is located).  Both hotels are also located a short walk from Focazzia Ristorante, our restaurant on Thursday evening. We can travel/walk together.  (If you haven’t attended one of our meetings before, you will find us to be a very friendly and inclusive group – so it’s nice to stay nearby each other if possible).  
 

Alternatively, Porto City Centre 

If, however, you prefer to stay in Porto city centre, there are a huge range of options.   (It’s around 20-25 minutes by Uber or 30-40 minutes by metro).  Ana mentions the following moderately-priced options: 

 Vera Cruz Porto Downtown Hotel 

Grande Hotel Paris by Stays Hotel 

Stay Hotel Porto Centro Trindade   

  

Maia or Porto city centre? Ana comments:  

“In my opinion, Porto has more things to do (and to see) by night. But to work, it is preferable to stay close to the university. It will depend on the will of the participants. They can also take an uber to go from Maia to Porto and be a tourist :)” 
2

[image: image1][image: image2.png][image: image3.png]Strathclyde
Glasgow



