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There are six Diploma in Professional Legal Practice (Diploma) providers across Scotland (in alphabetical order): 
 
1. University of Aberdeen 
2. University of Dundee  
3. University of Edinburgh 
4. University of Glasgow 
5. Robert Gordon University 
6.University of Strathclyde.  

Each Diploma provider will take a different approach to admissions. It is important that you understand these different approaches before you apply. Please look carefully at the information provided on the websites for each provider. It is also recommended that you attend events such as the Law Society of Scotland’s Virtual Diploma Fair and any open days or information sessions on offer.  
 
Students should read the Law Society of Scotland (LSS) Guidance Note for students intending to apply for the DPLP which will be available from the webpage above and which contains additional relevant information.  Please note that by undertaking the Diploma in Professional Legal Practice, there is no guarantee you will obtain a traineeship in the current legal market. The Law Society guidance contains important information on traineeship statistics and the economic climate.  
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In order to be admitted to the Diploma a candidate must: 
1. have obtained an undergraduate law degree from a Scottish university (LLB), including passes in the required foundation subjects or; 
2. have passed or obtained exemption from the professional examinations of the Law Society of Scotland in all subjects required under the Admission as Solicitor (Scotland) Regulations 2011. 
Each university in Scotland meets the requirements of the Law Society of Scotland’s Foundation Programme Learning Outcomes in different ways, so it is not possible to provide a list of the required courses/modules to suit all undergraduate institutions. Applicants should check with their LLB university law school to confirm what the correct subjects are for their institution.   
 
The modules taken within the LLB programme at Strathclyde University that satisfy these requirements are as follows: 
 
· Criminal Law 
· Legal Methods 
· Legal Process 
· Law and Society or Legal Theory 
· Public Law 1 
· Public Law 2 
· Voluntary Obligations – Contract & Promises 
· Commercial Law 
· Domestic Relations 
· EU Law  	 	 	 
· Property, Trusts & Succession 
· Involuntary Obligations – Delict & Unjustified Enrichment 
· Evidence 
 
For Graduate Entry students graduating in 2025, the qualifying classes are as follows:

· Criminal Law and Evidence 
· Law of Obligations 
· Legal Processes and Systems
· Law of Persons
· Constitutional Law 
· Law and Society 
· Administrative Law and Fundamental Rights 
· Law of Obligations 
· Law of Property 
· Commercial Law 
·  European Union Law 

For students who graduated with an LLB prior to 2012, the class names will be different.  Any such students should check the position with the University at which they did their undergraduate degree.   
 
Please note carefully that all applicants must satisfy themselves that they have, or by the time of the commencement of the Diploma, will have, passes in all of the Law Society required subjects for progression to the Diploma.  This is the primary responsibility of the individual student.  Failure to comply with this requirement will mean that a student will not be able to commence the Diploma and would not be able to commence a traineeship.  This could entail financial losses to any student who does not comply with this condition.  It is therefore vitally important that students are aware of this strict requirement and comply with it.  
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Please ensure that you read the separate document DPLP Admissions | Applicant 
Scoring System which outlines the way Strathclyde University will rank its applicants.   
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You may apply to up to two Diploma providers. You must apply separately to each Diploma provider, following the instructions on their website.   
 
Each Diploma provider will rank applicants in accordance with their admissions criteria, and will make offers accordingly.  Please ensure you read the guidance provided by each University regarding their approach to Diploma admissions carefully. Diploma providers will place weight on applicants’ provider choice and make offers accordingly. For example, a Diploma provider may prioritise applicants who have selected them as their first choice. It is important that you consider this when selecting your first and second choice providers.  
 
If you are offered a place by two Diploma providers, you must choose only one to accept by the relevant deadline and decline the other offer. If you accept both offers, both acceptances will be deemed invalid, and you will lose both places.  You will not be made any offers in subsequent rounds and will be removed from the Diploma application process for this academic session. 
 
If you accept an offer, no further offer will be made by any Diploma provider in subsequent rounds.  
 
If you neither accept nor decline an offer you have received by the relevant deadline, you will be deemed to have declined that offer and that offer will be withdrawn from you by the relevant Diploma provider.  
 
If you have applied to more than one Diploma provider, you will remain in the Diploma application process for this academic session and therefore may still receive an offer in a subsequent round from that other Diploma provider.  The exception is where you applied to two Diploma providers and received offers from both.  In that situation, if you neither accept nor decline either offer, you will not receive any subsequent offers and will be removed from the Diploma application process for this academic session. 
 
Following the date for acceptances of each round’s offers, Diploma providers will establish how many spaces they have available and may make offers in the following round by the appropriate deadline.  Please note that you will not receive any offers in subsequent rounds if you have accepted an offer in a previous round (or if you have accepted or are deemed to have declined both offers in a previous round and have therefore been removed from the Diploma application process for this academic session). 
 
If you have either (i) not been made an offer; or (ii) declined one offer made in a round, you will be entered into the following round automatically.  The Diploma provider(s) to which you applied may make you an offer in the following round.  Again, you may accept only one offer by the appropriate deadline for acceptances.  
 
If you decide you no longer wish to undertake the Diploma, please ensure that you withdraw your application from any institution you applied to. 
 
Applicants should be aware that some providers might not have any spaces to offer after the first round.  
 

APPLICATION PROCESS FOR STRATHCLYDE  
 
There will be an Information evening for all potential applicants on 5th March at 5:15pm in the Stenhouse Wing, Room SW105. Please email hass-lawdiploma@strath.ac.uk if you wish to attend.
 
In the academic session 2026/2027 the University of Strathclyde will again offer both a full-time and a part-time DPLP Course.  Provisional timetables for both can be viewed here:http://www.strath.ac.uk/courses/postgraduatetaught/professionallegalpractic e/ 
 
APPLICATIONS FOR THE DPLP AT STRATHCLYDE MUST BE MADE ONLINE ONLY. You must select whether you are applying to the part time or the full time course.  You may not apply to both. Late applications will not be accepted. 
 
If you have already graduated, you should upload a copy of your complete academic transcript.  Otherwise, you should do so immediately after your results are known later in the summer.  
 
Please note offers are normally released in batches via our central admissions team so you may not receive your offer on the same day as other candidates.  
 
Please note the standard University offer letter states you have 21 days to accept any offer, however you must respond by 15th July 2026 for a first round offer or by 27th July 2026 for a second round offer, or by 3rd August 2026 for a third round offer otherwise the offer will be withdrawn. 
 
The DPLP commences on Monday 7th September 2026 with the week-long Foundation Course. Please note that date carefully. Attendance daily on that course is compulsory for all full time and part time students.   
 
You should only accept a place on the Strathclyde programme if you are able to attend the Foundation Course.  
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The below summarises the key dates by which applicants and providers are expected to apply or communicate decisions/acceptances: 
 
	Applications open: 
	Friday 20th March 2026 at 12 noon

	Application deadline: 
	Friday 8th May 2026 at 12 noon

	Round One decisions: 
	Wednesday 8th July 2026

	Round One acceptances: 
	Wednesday 15th July 2026

	Round Two decisions: 
	Wednesday 22nd July 2026

	Round Two acceptances: 
	Monday 27th July 2026

	Round Three decisions: 
	Thursday 30th July 2026

	Round Three acceptances: 
	Monday 3rd August 2026


 
Diploma providers will set individual, bespoke deadlines for any subsequent rounds (i.e. Round Four onwards) as required.  
 
Please ensure that you apply by no later than 12 noon on Friday 8th May 2026. Applications which are submitted late will not be accepted.  
 
[bookmark: _Toc10674]DEFERRAL 
 
It is not possible to defer the offer of a place until a later year.  
 
If you have accepted a place and then find you cannot take it up for the year in question, you must let the relevant Diploma provider know immediately so your place can be offered to another applicant.  In those circumstances, you will be obliged to apply afresh in any subsequent year.  
 
STRATHCLYDE DPLP SYLLABUS 
 
In the first semester:- 
The compulsory subjects of:  Business and Financial Awareness 
	 	 	 	 	Conveyancing 
	 	 	 	 	Civil Litigation 
	 	 	 	 	Criminal Litigation 
	 	 	 	 	Private Client 
	 	 	 	 	Professional Practice and Ethics. 
In the second semester:- 
The compulsory subject of     Personal Injury Claim Handling 
 
	Plus 5 electives from *: 	Advanced Criminal Advocacy 
	 	 	 	 	Advanced Private Client 
	Advanced Civil Advocacy 	 	 	 	 
	 	 	 	 	Commercial Contracts and IP 
	 	 	 	 	Commercial Conveyancing 
	 	 	 	 	Company Law 
	 	 	 	 	Employment Law 
	 	 	 	 	Family Law 
General Practice – Problem Based Learning 
	 	 	 	 	Mediation and Mediation Advocacy 
	 	 	 	 	Practical Public Administration 
Project Management for Lawyers  
	 	 	 	 	Work-Based Learning in a Legal Environment 	 
 	 
*Please note that electives may be subject to maximum/ minimum threshold numbers of participants, depending on tutor and other resources.  The Law School will try to ensure that course participants are able to take the electives of their choice, but there can be no guarantee that this will prove possible each year. Some flexibility of choice may be necessary.   
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The fee for the Strathclyde Diploma in 2026/2027 will be £11,500 for full time students. 
 
These can be paid on registration or by three equal instalments.  For more details see http://www.strath.ac.uk/finance/student/tuitionfees/ 
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These comprise both textbooks and course handbooks.  Hard copies of all of the compulsory textbooks are available to students at a discounted price of approx. £300. Some of the compulsory texts are available for free online and students may opt to use the online version rather than purchasing the hard copy. Course handbooks are available electronically free of charge via Myplace.  
 
 
[bookmark: _Toc10677]POSTGRADUATE STUDENT LOANS FOR TUITION FEES AND LIVING COSTS 
 
Please refer to the Law Society Guidance Note for Applicants 2026/2027  for important information about arrangements for loan funding via the Student Awards Agency Scotland (SAAS) for the Diploma.  It is vital that you read the guidance in full before applying for a place on the Diploma.  The tuition fee loan will pay only a proportion of tuition fees. 
Information about postgraduate student loans and eligibility criteria is available from the SAAS website www.saas.gov.uk. Please refer to the information there before making your application and, if in any doubt, contact SAAS for guidance about your eligibility. 
PLEASE NOTE that submitting an application for the Diploma does not constitute an application for a loan.  Loan applications must be made via SAAS.   
Full information is available at www.saas.gov.uk 
Loan eligibility has no bearing on the award of a Diploma place. 
 
** When applying for your student funding it is crucial that you choose the correct course level and title as your student funding payments depend on it. When enrolled on PGDIP Professional Legal Practice please select the following course details:  
Course name : PG Diploma Professional Legal Practice 
Level of funding : PG Diploma  Course code: 876340 
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QUERIES  
If you have any queries regarding the application process, you should initially contact Fiona Greenshields, the Law School, University of Strathclyde, Level 3, Lord Hope 
Building, 141 	St James Road, Glasgow, G4 0LT., email: 
hass-lawdiploma@strath.ac.uk. 
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