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MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships 2026
University of Strathclyde
Internal Supervisor Matching & Selection Framework


Purpose of this Call for Expressions of Interest

We are inviting Expressions of Interest (EOIs) for those interested in applying for an MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowship with the University of Strathclyde. This internal EOI process is designed to identify and match outstanding postdoctoral researchers with suitable Stratclyde academic supervisors for the 2026 MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships (European and Global).

The primary purpose of this process is supervisor matching and strategic alignment. All submitted EOIs will be reviewed by relevant Faculty research leadership teams to determine: (a) suitability for supervision within Strathclyde; (b) alignment with identified research areas; and (c) competitiveness for progression to full proposal development.

A limited number of candidates will be shortlisted and formally matched with a Strathclyde supervisor. Shortlisted applicants will then receive structured institutional support to develop a competitive MSCA proposal.

Following the EOI deadline on Thursday 16 April 2026, submissions will be shared with relevant Departments and Faculties. Where strong thematic alignment is identified, potential supervisors will be consulted. Matching decisions will consider research complementarity, supervisory capacity, interdisciplinary potential, and alignment with Strathclyde’s strategic research priorities.

If applicants have already secured agreement from a Strathclyde supervisor, they do not have to go through this EOI process. 

Completed EOIs must be submitted to the RKES International Team at rkes-international@strath.ac.uk by 16 April 2026.
Shortlisted candidates will be notified w/c 11 May 2026 and invited to participate in structured proposal development support.




1. Personal information

Name of the Fellow:
Email:
Nationality (please note that for the Global Fellowships, only candidates who are nationals or long-term residents for at least 5 consecutive years of an EU Member State or Associated Country are eligible to apply to this scheme):

2. Mandatory Applicant Declarations
Applicants MUST complete ALL sections below. Applications that do not clearly provide this information will not be considered for supervisor matching.

	FELLOWSHIP TYPE (MANDATORY)

	Indicate clearly which fellowship you intend to apply for:

☐ European Postdoctoral Fellowship (12–24 months, optional 6-month non-academic placement)
☐ Global Postdoctoral Fellowship (24–36 months including mandatory 12-month return phase)

You must select ONE option only.



	PROPOSED PROJECT DURATION (MANDATORY)

	State the total duration of your proposed fellowship in months.

European Fellowship: 12–24 months.
Global Fellowship: 24–36 months (including 12-month return phase).

Proposed Duration: __________________ months

Please note that both European and Global fellowships can be extended by 6 months through an optional non-academic placement. If you are planning a non-academic placement, please do declare it here by counting it against the final month duration and state so in the research outline.




	ELIGIBILITY CONFIRMATION (MANDATORY)

	It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure full compliance with the official MSCA 2026 Work Programme. You must explicitly confirm that you meet ALL MSCA eligibility requirements:

☐ Doctoral degree awarded (or viva successfully completed) before 9 September 2026.
☐ Maximum 8 years full-time equivalent research experience (including permitted extensions).
To help applicants calculate the possible deductions of their 8-years research experience, the European Research Executive Agency has published the following Guidelines document and self-assessment tool
☐ Compliance with Mobility Rule (no more than 12 months in host country in previous 36 months).



	RESUBMISSION
If you have previously submitted a proposal to the MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships scheme, please provide the following information:

Title of the proposal previously submitted: 
Date it was submitted to MSCA: 
Overall score (in %): 
Name of hosting institution: 
Name of the associated partner hosting the outgoing phase (only applicable if it was for a Global Postdoctoral Fellowship): 


	







3. Fit with the University of Strathclyde

	NAME OF POTENTIAL SUPERVISOR AT THE UoS (OPTIONAL)
You only need to fill this in if you have identified someone; otherwise leave blank. Please note: if you have already identified a supervisor and both agreed to submit an application, there is no need to fill in this expression of interest.


	






	SELECTED RESEARCH AREA (MANDATORY)

	Select ONE primary research area from the Faculty Annex.

You must:
• Specify the Faculty
• Specify the exact Research Area title

Faculty: ____________________________
Research Area: ______________________

Applications not selecting any area or selecting more than one primary area will not be considered.




	FIT WITH THE HOST INSTITUTION (MANDATORY) 250 WORDS MAX

	Outline the reasons for choosing the University of Strathclyde as the host institution and justify your alignment with the chosen research area, including details of research being conducted in the potential host department and beyond which is relevant to your own proposed project, fit/alignment with other departments, the Faculties (e.g. fit with the Engineering Faculty Research Themes outlined in the Annex at the end of this document) and the University of Strathclyde more broadly (e.g. fit with the University Strategic Themes).













4. Research Proposal (Max 2 pages) MANDATORY
This section is intended to provide an overview of the proposed research idea. Applicants are not expected to submit a fully developed proposal at this stage. Instead, please outline the main research concept, objectives, and approach, demonstrating the potential direction, feasibility, and impact of the project.

	

	TITLE:
Applicants should outline the following:
1. Research Vision and Objectives
2. Innovation and Advancement Beyond the State of the Art
3. Methodology and Feasibility
4. Work Plan, Milestones and Risk Mitigation, including:
· Details of the outgoing phase (i.e. the first 12 to 24 months) in the non-associated Third Country, if you have identified a host (for Global Fellowships only)
· Details of any (optional) secondment(s), which can last up to 1/3 of the fellowship duration and take place at any time during the 24 months.
· Details of any (optional) non-academic placement, which may take place at the end of the fellowship for an additional period of up to 6 months in an organisation from the non-academic sector established in an EU Member State or Horizon Europe Associated Country.
5. Impact (Scientific, Societal, Economic, Policy, Cultural etc.)
6. Training and Career Development Strategy
































5. CV (Max 3 pages) MANDATORY

Applicants should include the following info:
1. Academic background 
2. Research experience 
3. Professional achievements (key scientific contributions, funding track record, leadership and mentoring experience, engagement with academic and non-academic stakeholders)
 




University of Strathclyde Expression of Interest Pro-forma
Annex
Research Areas across Faculties


Faculty of Engineering

1. Sustainable & Net-Zero Infrastructure: Critical infrastructure in a changing climate; sustainable construction; offshore structures; smart shipyards; infrastructure decarbonisation; structural and geotechnical systems; materials for net-zero; digital twins for infrastructure.
2. Energy Systems & Energy Transition: Integrated energy systems modelling; energy conversion; storage; optimisation; end-use efficiency; thermal energy storage; hydrogen systems; zero-carbon fuels; logistics for clean energy.
3. Renewable & Offshore Energy: Wind, solar, wave and tidal energy; offshore renewables; offshore foundations; offshore hydrodynamics/aerodynamics; wind turbine decommissioning and remanufacturing; zero-carbon fuel production from offshore renewables.
4. Hydrogen & Alternative Fuels: Hydrogen production (electrolysis, biomass routes); hydrogen transport and storage; embrittlement mitigation; alternative marine fuels; catalyst regeneration; chemical looping; hydrogen vectors.
5. Carbon Capture, Utilisation & Storage (CCS): Adsorption technologies; porous materials; process modelling; carbon aerogels; CO₂ capture systems; advanced carbon materials.
6. Power & Electrification Technologies: Electrical power systems; high-voltage technologies; power electronics; drives and energy conversion; grid integration; electrified transport; EV systems.
7. Advanced Communications & Connected Systems: 5G and next-generation communications; intelligent dynamic communications; connected technologies; microsystems and photonics.
8. Artificial Intelligence, Data & Digital Twins: AI, machine learning, analytics; digital twins; AI in maritime transport; generative AI in education; autonomy; intelligent aerospace systems; infrastructure analytics.
9. Sensing, Imaging & Monitoring Systems: Ultrasonics; eddy current; radar; visual and optical sensing; advanced sensing for nuclear and renewables; signal and image processing; sensing for remediation and diagnostics.
10. Robotics, Autonomy & Smart Systems: Guidance, navigation and control; robotics; autonomous marine systems; smart manufacturing; intelligent aerospace; inspection robotics.
11. Aerospace & Space Systems: Space systems; spaceflight mechanics; aerodynamics; advanced aerospace transport; computational aerodynamics; autonomy in aerospace.
12. Maritime & Ocean Engineering: Marine hydrodynamics; maritime transport; safety; human factors; subsea engineering; offshore engineering; smart/autonomous vessels; systems reliability.
13. Fluid Dynamics & Multiphase Systems: Fundamental flow physics; multiphase and multiscale modelling; heat transfer; granular and complex fluids; thermocapillary flows; high-performance computing simulations.
14. Advanced Materials & Composites: Composite materials; fibre reinforcement; recycling & sustainable composites; aerogel composites; sustainable materials; structure–processing–performance relationships.
15. Materials Processing & Manufacturing: Fusion and solid-state joining; additive manufacturing (metal & cold spray); nanomanufacturing; lightweighting; surface engineering; tribology; extreme plastic deformation; materials certification.
16. Particle, Colloid & Soft Matter Engineering: Nucleation; crystal growth; colloids; flocculation; powders; fibres; films; multiphase particulate systems; rheology; biomaterials; soot and sediments.
17. Porous, Adsorptive & Functional Materials: Zeolites; MOFs/MOPs; silica; gels; nanocomposites; membranes; hydrogen storage; sensing applications; multi-scale molecular modelling.
18. Sustainable Materials & Circular Economy: Bioplastics (alginates, chitin, chitosan, PHAs); plastic recycling (mechanical & chemical); portable waste assessment; sustainable packaging; recycling of composites; circular manufacturing; marine recycling.
19. Green Chemical & Process Engineering: Green solvents (deep eutectic); solvent minimisation; pharmaceutical process intensification; polymer membranes; clean combustion; pyrolysis; bioenergy; metals processing via hydrogen.
20. Digital & Smart Manufacturing Systems: Industry 4.0; smart manufacturing; agritech manufacturing; supply chains; connected production; sustainable production systems.
21. Medical Devices, Diagnostics & Rehabilitation Technologies: Strathclyde Institute of Medical Devices; AI-based rehabilitation; co-creation in rehabilitation tech; digital health; medtech; wellbeing; assistive systems.
22. Cellular, Tissue & Biomechanical Engineering: Cell and tissue engineering; organ engineering; biomechanics; biomaterials; microbiome research; AMR (antimicrobial resistance).
23. Public Health, Water & Environmental Systems: Water engineering; environmental sustainability; soil & water microbiome; One Health; remediation; public health engineering.
24. Ground Engineering & Energy Geosciences: Geotechnical engineering; geothermal systems; subsurface energy; structural integrity; ground–energy interactions.
25. Urban Design, Architecture & Built Environment: Environmental architecture; digital construction; procurement & law; conservation & heritage; urban analytics; building energy & indoor environment.
26. Education Research, AI & Digital Innovation: Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) focused on AI-enabled and digitally enhanced education, including Generative AI in teaching and assessment, learning analytics, online and transnational delivery, curriculum innovation, collaborative and experiential learning, and widening access and inclusion.


Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

1. Children, young people and families
2. Social justice and inequalities
3. Health and well-being
4. Culture, media and journalism
5. Gender studies, race and migration
6. Education, teaching and learning
7. Public policy, elections, governments and democracies
8. Law





Faculty of Science

1. Cellular basis of disease: the use of cell, tissue, and animal models to understand the molecular, cellular, and systems-level changes that drive disease
2. Pharmaceutical sciences: the development, manufacture, and testing of the next generation of medicines
3. Pharmacoepidemiology and Health Service Research: the effective use of medicines and public health improvement
4. Bionanotechnology and Analytical Chemistry
5. Synthetic Chemistry and Chemical Biology
6. Materials and Computational Chemistry
7. Quantum technologies for information processing, computing, or sensing
8. Photonic devices and systems from fundamental science to applications-driven research
9. Plasma physics, laser-plasma interactions, and high power sources
10. Digital Cultural Heritage
11. Generative AI applied to Information Retrieval
12. Program verification and correctness: the development of the mathematical foundations of programming languages and logic
13. Mathematical models in epidemiology
14. Marine science modelling
15. Modelling for sustainable agriculture and forestry
16. Mathematical properties of algorithms for predictive modelling and classification in large linked health data sets
17. Causal inference methods in observational health data
18. Reliable Numerics for Scientific Machine Learning
19. Biologically-Inspired Active Matter


Strathclyde Business School

1. Measuring the modern economy
2. Applied microeconomics of health, labour, education
3. Economics of energy and the environment
4. Systems & risk modelling
5. Optimisation
6. AI and strategy
7. Entrepreneurial ecosystem
8. Inclusive entrepreneurship (gender, race, developing economies etc.)
9. Entrepreneurship and enterprise policy
10. Innovation
11. Organisational performance and behaviour
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