Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) : Advice
Entry to Teaching Qualification for Further Education: Level 9
University of Strathclyde

1. Purpose of this Advice
This advice is issued to assist applicants wishing to offer RPL as evidence for entry to the TQFE programme at the University of Strathclyde using Appendix B from the University of Strathclyde’s Policy on RPL and credit Transfer (Policy on the recognition of RPL and credit transfer)
Although applicants will be required to list detail of completed or partially completed award(s), the following advice should be used in conjunction with Appendix B instruction as regards the completion of personal statement. 
The advice specifically signposts additional detail which may be submitted by the applicant in support of their consideration for entry to the TQFE (Teaching Qualification in Further Education) programme at graduate level (level 9) through recognition of prior learning, in lieu of the standard entry requirement of an HND or HNC (or equivalent) in their specialist subject area.

2. Useful Background Context
In addition to meeting advertised levels of entry award in Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Literacy, normally, entry to the TQFE requires applicants to hold:
· A Higher National Diploma (HND), or
· A Higher National Certificate (HNC) in the relevant subject area (minimum) where HNC is the highest award available within the discipline
However, it is recognised that in certain circumstances, applicants may be able to demonstrate an equivalent level of knowledge, understanding, and professional competence through prior certificated or experiential learning, entry may be granted under the University’s RPL policy.

3. RPL: Other Award Equivalence for TQFE entry
The applicant may provide evidence of relevant qualifications and professional experience demonstrating equivalence to SCQF Level 7/8 (HNC/HND). For instance, acceptable evidence may include:
· [bookmark: _Hlk214270618]City & Guilds (Level 4 or above) or equivalent vocational qualifications within the specialist subject area.
· CIPS Advanced Certificate (RQF Level 4) or equivalent vocational qualifications within the specialist subject area.
· Other qualification of similar level may be considered on review

4. RPL Evidence Required When Standard Entry Qualifications Are Not Held
Although PDA in Teaching Practice, or comparable professional development in Learning and Teaching will be considered in lieu of Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Literacy entry standards, successful award does not gain automatic entry if held alone.
Applicants pursuing RPL for entry to the TQFE course should also submit evidence of one or more of the following from the list below in the form of a reflective statement regarding learning gained through life and/or work experiences demonstrating the integration of learning from professional experience and formal development activities.

· Normally a minimum of 3 years’ significant experience in a Further Education teaching role, demonstrating sustained engagement in planning, delivering, and assessing learning.
· Recent and relevant CPD specifically focused on pedagogy, assessment, inclusion, or professional practice within FE.
· Professional Excellence Achievement, normally including evidence of recognised professional excellence, such as an industry award or formal commendation demonstrating outstanding expertise, contribution, or achievement within the applicant’s specialist field.
· Award of Personal & Professional Development (e.g. HOW2 Pedagogy Champion (Blue) status, demonstrating meaningful engagement with the TeachingHOW2s platform and the ability to apply its core pedagogical tools to enhance teaching, learning). If not available, similar learning & development accreditation accepted. 
· Testimony derived from reports from most recently completed Professional Development Review (PDR), usually highlighting a sustained commitment to reflective practice, identified strengths, areas of professional growth and if appropriate, observed practice.



6. Assessment and Outcome
All RPL applications will be assessed by a panel drawn from Strathclyde Institute of Education (SIoE) staff who teach on the TQFE programme.
Based on the evidence provided and assessed, the panel will consider if the applicant has demonstrated equivalence to the knowledge and understanding expected of a candidate meeting the standard entry requirements. In matters of entry to SIoE TQFE Course the decision of the Course Leader will be final.
7. Notes and Conditions
If approved, applicants seeking RPL entry will be admitted to the full TQFE programme on the understanding that any identified areas for development (e.g., academic writing, research methods, or digital learning skills) will be addressed within the early stages of study through agreed support or mentoring.

