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Community development practice

• Working with communities to build collective 
power – private troubles, public issues

• Starting from the issues that matter to people 
– self determination

• Supporting people to act together, to be heard 
and to be influential

• Rooted in equality, justice and participation

• Building lasting skills and local capacity for 
sustainable, community led action

• A profession guided by national CLD standards

https://www.scdc.org.uk/who/organisational-values


Community Development Practice

• These development practices usually achieved via third 

sector organisations

• However not a linear trajectory

• Key to 'success’ - good governance and community 

engagement

• Third sector organisations and their communities not always 

in control of their destinies



Community Development Practice

• Example 1 Burdett Estate Tenants Association- East London 

mid-80s

• Example 2 Community Owned isle of Gigha

• Example 3 Sunny Govan Community Radio

Promoting good community development practice is the work of 

SCDC



SCDC – Our Work



SCDC – Our Work



Unbound Scotland

• A new project delivered by SCDC and SCCAN

• Bringing people together to take local climate 
action

• Climate action that also supports good health 
in communities

• Community-led: local people set the priorities

• Practical support, skills and connections for 
local groups…and their partners

https://www.scdc.org.uk/what/2026/7/15/unbound-scotland


Any questions?
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