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Dear student,

Welcome to the Department of Humanities.  We’re delighted that you’ve chosen to study with us.  

The Department of Humanities consists of four subject areas, each of which offers a wide range of postgraduate modules which are designed to be critically and creatively engaging. While most of your classes will reflect your choice of Media, Crime and Violence as a postgraduate programme, you’ll have opportunities to work with academics and practitioners in a number of subject areas and to benefit from their expertise.  You will also become part of our lively and engaged postgraduate community. 
Our broad areas are:  
· English and Creative Writing 
· History 
· Journalism, Media, and Communication 
· Modern Languages  

You can read more about us here: https://www.strath.ac.uk/humanities/departmentofhumanities/  

At Strathclyde you’ll be working with academics who are both world renowned experts and who are committed to supporting all students to do well.  Current research is central to our teaching, and we encourage our students to challenge and engage with the very latest intellectual currents in their chosen field. Our graduates leave our programmes with the skills and knowledge that will help them forge their own careers and make a difference in our world. 

I hope you will enjoy learning in a diverse and friendly environment, where different ideas and perspectives are valued and respected, and wish you every success in your study with us and in your future career.
 
Dr Catriona Ellis, 
Director of PGT
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Your induction event will be led by Melody House, Programme Director
This induction event provides a broad overview of the course and how the MSc works at Strathclyde. We will also cover note-taking, research, and writing skills, as well as how to avoid plagiarism and use the library effectively. Additionally, we will provide core career information to help you get started.
INDUCTION EVENT DETAILS 
DATE: Thursday 15 January 2026
TIME:12noon – 2pm
LOCATION: LT209, Level 2, Livingstone Tower (provisional)
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For a list of University key dates, please visit our website. 
Welcome week: 12 January 20226
Course start date: 19 January 2026
Semester 2 start date: 14 September 2026
Each class has its own set of assessments and submission dates, these will be made available online via MyPlace.
.

[bookmark: _Toc213668329][bookmark: _Toc215750374]Contact Details

Email: melody.house@strath.ac.uk (Programme Director)
Email: hass-courses-hum@strath.ac.uk (Department of Humanities, General Enquiries)
Telephone: 0141 444 8220 (Department of Humanities Reception)
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Reading list (Recommended Reading)
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[bookmark: _Toc215750377]P3989   Media, Crime and Violence 
· Amnesty International. 2018. Toxic Twitter – A Toxic Place for Women, March. https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/research/2018/03/online-violence-against-women-chapter-1/. Accessed  25 April 2019. 
· Bailey, Moya. 2021. Misogynoir Transformed: Black Women’s Digital Resistance. New York: New York University Press. 
· Banet-Weiser, Sarah and Kathryn Claire Higgins. 2023. Believability: Sexual Violence, Media, and the Politics of Doubt. Cambridge: Polity. 
· Bevacqua, Maria. 2000. Rape on the Public Agenda: Feminism and the Politics of Sexual Assault. Boston: Northeastern University Press. 
· Boyle, Karen. 2024. #MeToo and Feminism: Weinstein and Beyond. Cham: Palgrave MacMillan. 
· Boyle, Karen and Susan Berridge. 2024. Routledge Companion to Gender, Media and Violence. London: Routledge. 
· Boyle, Karen. 2019. What’s in a name? Theorising the inter-relationships of gender and violence. Feminist Theory 20 (1): 19-68.  
· Boyle, Karen. 2018. Television and/as testimony in the Jimmy Savile case. Critical Studies in Television 13 (4): 387-404. 
· Boyle, Karen and Brenna Jessie. 2020. How to report sexual assault trials responsibly. Gender Equal Media Scotland [Blog] 28 February. https://emcc.engender.org.uk/news/blog/how-to-report-sexual-assault-trials-responsibly/ Accessed 24 March 2024.  
· Boyle, Karen, Brenna Jessie and Megan Strickland. 2022. Rape in the news: Contemporary challenges. In Rape: Challenging Contemporary Thinking – 10 Years On. (Second edition) eds. Miranda A.H. Horvarth and Jennifer M. Brown, 113-127. London: Routledge. 
· Boyle, Karen. (2005) Media & Violence: Gendering the Debate, London: Sage. 
· Brown, M. (2009). The Culture of Punishment: Prison, Society and Spectacle. New York: NYU Press. 
· Bumiller, Kristin. (2008) In an Abusive State: How Neoliberalism Appropriated the Feminist Movement Against Sexual Violence. Durham: Duke University Press. 
· Butler, Judith. (2020) The Force of Non-Violence. Brooklyn, New York: Verso.
· Carrabine, E. (2008). Crime, culture and the media. Polity. 
· Caster, Peter. (2008) Prisons, Race and Masculinity in Twentieth-Century Literature and Film. Columbus: Ohio State University Press. 
· Chandra, Giti. and Irma Erlingsdóttir (eds) (2021) The Routledge Handbook of the Politics of the #MeToo Movement, London & New York: Routledge. 
· Dederer, Claire. 2023. Monsters: A Fan’s Dilemma. London: Sceptre. 
· Dineo Gqola, Pumla. (2022) Female Fear Factory: Unravelling Patriarchy’s Cultures of Violence. London: Cassava Republic Press.
· Falkof, Nicky. (2022). Worrier State: Risk, anxiety and moral panic in South Africa. Manchester: Manchester University Press.
· Foucault, M. (1977) Discipline and Punish. London: Tavistock. 
· Franklin, Bob (ed.) (1999) Social Policy, the Media and Misrepresentation, London: Routledge.  
· Gavey, Nicola. (2019) Just sex? The Cultural Scaffolding of Rape. London: Routledge.  
· Gies, Lieve. (ed) (2025) Trial by Media: Participatory Justice in a Networked World. Cham: Palgrave.   
· Gilmore, Leigh. 2017. Tainted Witness Why We Doubt What Women Say About Their Lives. New York: Columbia University Press. 
· Hall, S. et al (2022) Policing the Crisis (Revised edition). Basingstoke: Palgrave.. 
· Herman, Judith L. 2023. Truth and Repair: How Trauma Survivors Envision Justice. London: Basic. 
· Hemmings, Clare. 2011. Why Stories Matter: The Political Grammar of Feminist Theory. Durham and London: Duke.  
· Horeck, Tanya. 2019. Justice on Demand: True Crime in the Streaming Era. Detroit: Wayne University Press. 
· Jackson, Sarah J., Moya Bailey and Brooke Foucault Welles. 2020. #Hashtag Activism: Networks of Race and Gender Justice. Cambridge, MA and London: MIT Press. 
· Jewkes, Yvonne. (2015) Media & Crime. (Third edition). LA: Sage. 
· Jordan, Jan. 2022. Women, Rape and Justice: Unravelling the Rape Conundrum. Abingdon & New York: Routledge. 
· Jordan, Jan. 2023.  Tackling Rape Culture: Ending Patriarchy. Abingdon & New York: Routledge. 
· Kay, Jilly Boyce. 2020. Gender, Media and Voice: Communicative Injustice and Public Speech. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan. 
· Lindsey, Trevi B. 2023. America, Goddam: Violence, Black Women, and the Struggle for Justice. Oakland: University of California Press. 
· Marsh, Ian. (2019) Crime, Justice and the Media. NY: Routledge. 
· Mason, Paul. (ed) (2003) Criminal Visions: Media Representations of Crime & Justice. Cullompton: Willan. 
· Mason, Paul. (Ed.) (2006). Captured by the Media: Prison Discourse in Popular Culture. Willan Publishing 
· McGlynn, Clare, Erica Rackley and Ruth Houghton. 2017. Beyond revenge porn: the continuum of image-based abuse. Feminist Legal Studies 25 (1): 25-46.  
· McGlynn, Clare and Nicole Westmarland. 2019. Kaleidoscopic justice: sexual violence and victim-survivors’ perceptions of justice. Social and Legal Studies 28(2): 179-201. 
· Monckton Smith, Jane. (2012) Murder, Gender and the Media, New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 
· Ng, Eve. 2022. Cancel Culture: A Critical Analysis. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan. 
· Noble, Safiya Umoja. 2018. Algorithms of Oppression: How Search Engines Reinforce Racism. New York: New York University Press.  
· Oh, Dayei & Downey, John. (2024) Does algorithmic content moderation promote democratic discourse? A radical democratic critique of toxic language AI. Information, Communication & Society, 21. 
· Powell, Anastasia, Nicola Henry and Asher Flynn. eds. 2015. Rape Justice: Beyond the Criminal Law. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan. 
· Richie, Beth, E. 2012. Arrested Justice: Black Women, Violence, And America’s Prison Nation. New York: New York University Press. 
· Robinson, Jennifer and Keina Yoshida. 2023. How Many More Women?: The Silencing of Women by the Law and How to Stop It. London: Endeavour. 
· Salter, Michael. (2017) Crime, Justice and Social Media. London: Routledge. 
· Serisier, Tanya. 2018. Speaking Out: Feminism, Rape and Narrative Politics, Cham: Palgrave Macmillan. 
· Tranchese, Alessia. 2022. From Fritzl to #MeToo: Twenty Years of Rape Coverage in the British Press. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan. 
· Walker, Janet. 2005. Trauma Cinema: Documenting Incest and the Holocaust. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
· Williams, Kevin. (2010) Get Me a Murder a Day? A History of Media and Communication in Britain. London: Bloomsbury Academic. 
· Young, Kalima. 2022. Mediated Misogynoir: Erasing Black Women’s and Girl’s Innocence in the Public Imagination. London: Lexington Books. 
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A Reading List for this module is on MyPlace, and set out below. The following journals are by no means exhaustive, but they are essential to your learning. You should make every effort to acquaint yourself with these journals. All are available free and online through the library:
1. The Probation Journal
2. The Howard Journal of Criminal Justice
3. The British Journal of Criminology
4. Theoretical Criminology
5. The British Journal of Social Work
6. Criminology and Criminal Justice
7. The European Journal of Criminology
8. The European Journal of Probation
9. Punishment and Society
10. Incarceration
11. The Prison Service Journal
12. Social Policy and Administration
13. Qualitative Research
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Lecture 1: Research in Media and Communication
· Gouma, A. and Dorer, J. (2019) Researching intersectionality in media studies: Theoretical approaches, methods and applications in communication and media research practice. International journal of media and cultural politics, 15 (3), p.345- 360 
· Jensen, K. (2021). A Handbook of Media and Communication Research. 
· Harp, D., Loke, J., Bachmann, I. (eds)(2018) Feminist Approaches to Media Theory and Research, 1st edition. Cham: Springer International Publishing 
· Kubitschko, S. and Kaun, A. (eds.)(2016) Innovative methods in media and communication research, 1st Edition. Cham, Switzerland: Palgrave Macmillan 
· Ruddock, A. (2017) Exploring media research: theories, practice, and purpose. London: Sage 2017 
· Seale, C. (2006) Qualitative research practice. London: SAGE 2006 
· Walliman, N. (2016) Social research methods: the essentials, 2nd edition. London: SAGE 
Lecture 2: Content Analysis
· Lacy, S., Watson, B.R., Riffe, D., Lovejoy, J. (2015) Issues and Best Practices in Content Analysis. Journalism & Mass Communication Quarterly, 92(4), pp. 791-811 
· Riffe, D., Lacy, S., Watson, B., & Fico, F. (2019) Analyzing media messages using quantitative content analysis in research, 4th Edition. London and New York: Routledge 
Lecture 3: Discourse analysis 
· Fairclough, N. (1995) Media Discourse. London: Arnold. 
· Smith, A. and Higgins, M. (2020) The Language of Journalism, 2nd Edition. New York: Bloomsbury 
Lecture 4: Interviews/Focus groups 
· Berger, A.A. (2019) Media and communication research methods - international student edition [internet resource]: An introduction to qualitative and quantitative approaches. 5th edition.. London, SAGE Publications.
· Denscombe, M (2017) The good research guide, 6th Edition. Maidenhead: Open University Press 
· King, N., Horrocks, C. and Brooks, J. M. (2019) Interviews in qualitative research, 2nd Edition. Los Angeles: SAGE
Lecture 5: Questionnaires/Surveys
· Brace, I. (2013) Questionnaire design: how to plan, structure and write survey material for effective market research. London, Philadelphia: Kogan Page 
· Kara, H. (2019) Little quick fix : write a questionnaire. London: SAGE 
· Stopher, P. (2012) Collecting, Managing, and Assessing Data Using Sample Surveys. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 
· Williams, A. (2003) How to ... Write and analyse a questionnaire. Journal of Orthodontics, 30 (3), pp.245-252 
· Green, D.P. (2022) Social science experiments : a hands-on introduction. Cambridge ; New York, NY, Cambridge University Press.
· De Vaus, David.A. (2014) Surveys in social research [internet resource]. 6th edition. Abingdon, Oxon, Routledge. 
Lecture 6: Digital analysis
· Boyd, d. and Crawford, K. (2012) Critical Questions for Big Data: Provocations for a cultural, technological, and scholarly phenomenon. Information, Communication & Society, 15(5) pp. 662-679 
· Kitchin, R. (2014) Big Data, new epistemologies and paradigm shifts. Big Data & Society, 1(1) pp.1-12
Lecture 7: Beginning your Research: Topic, Question, Rationale, Aims/Objectives 
· Denscombe, M (2017) The good research guide, 6th Edition. Maidenhead: Open University Press 
· O'Leary, Z. (2017) The essential guide to doing your research project, 3rd Edition. London, Thousand Oaks, California: SAGE Publications 
· Thomas, G. (2017) How to do your research project: a guide for students in education and applied social sciences, 3rd edition. London: SAGE Publications 
· Walliman, N. (2005) Your research project: a step-by-step guide for the first-time researcher, 2nd Edition. London: SAGE 
· Walliman, N. (2011) Your research project: designing and planning your work, 3rd Edition. London: SAGE 2011 
Lecture 8: Literature Review 
· Bui, Y. N. (2020) ‘Literature Review’. How to write a master's thesis, 3rd Edition. Thousand Oaks: SAGE 
· Roberts, C. (2010) ‘Reviewing the Literature’. The Dissertation Journey: A Practical and Comprehensive Guide to Planning, Writing, and Defending Your Dissertation. Thousand Oaks: SAGE Publications 2010 
· Machi, L. A. and McEvoy, B. T. (2009) The literature review : six steps to success. Thousand Oaks: Corwin Press 
Lecture 9: Methodology
· Creswell, J.W. and Creswell, J. D.(2018) Research design : qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods approaches, Fifth edition. Thousand Oaks, California: SAGE Publications 
· Davies, M. and Hughes, N. (2014) Doing a successful research project : using qualitative or quantitative methods, 2nd edition. Houndsmill, Basingstoke, Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan 
· Kumar, R. (2019) Research methodology: a step-by-step guide for beginners, 5th Edition. Los Angeles: SAGE 2019 
· Morse, J. M. and Niehaus, L. (2009) Mixed method design: principles and procedures. Walnut Creek: Left Coast Press 
Lecture 10: Proposal Workshop
· Bui, Y. N. (2020) How to write a master's thesis, 3rd Edition. Thousand Oaks: SAGE 
· Clark, T., Foster, L., Bryman, A. (2019) How to do your social research project or dissertation. Oxford: Oxford University Press 
· Punch, K. (2016) Developing effective research proposals, 3rd Edition. Los Angeles: SAGE 
· Urban, J. B. and Van Eeden-Moorefield, B. (2017) Designing and proposing your research project, 1st Edition. Washington DC: American Psychological Association 
· Walliman, N. (2011) Your research project: designing and planning your work, 3rd Edition. London: SAGE.
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Please note there is no reading list for this module as it is an individually supervised class.
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[bookmark: _Toc215750397]XXXXX: Narrating Social Change (new course starting September ‘26)
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