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Welcome to our ninth
CISS Newsletter

Fditorial

We’ve had a jam-packed 12 months here at
CISS. In the summer we said goodbye to MA
Ping, LI Hongyu and Luke Murphy but were
delighted to welcome four new team members:
Chinese Director LI Tian, Modern Apprentice
Briony Burns, and Mandarin teachers Zeng Yi
and LI Jun.

In April 2016, pupils who attend the CISS China
Club went on an immersion course to Beijing
and Tianjin. The bi-annual head teacher visit to
China also took place in April and these were
just two of the five CISS study trips to China
this year including an inaugural trip run in

partnership with the Strathclyde China Institute

for students from the university.

Back home in Scotland the final of Word Wizard
took place in Edinburgh. It was great to see
Mandarin represented at the final and the skill
level of the pupils involved was outstanding.

In August we celebrated our returning Tianjin
Scholars with a showcase event. They treated
us to musical performances, speeches (in
Mandarin!) and stories of the past year. It was
also a great opportunity for returning scholars
to meet and pass on wisdom to the next cohort
who left Scottish soil in September to begin
their own year in China.

As the 2016-17 Tianjin Scholars left for China
we welcomed 47 new and returning Hanban
teachers and volunteers to Scotland. Our
professional development officers Jude

and Meryl have been busy throughout the
year supporting the Hanban teachers with
professional learning sessions, in addition to
the work they do with schools and teachers
across the country.

September was a busy month as we hosted
the UK and Ireland Confucius Classroom
Conference. Over 170 representatives from
over 50 Confucius Classrooms across the five

nations attended. There were keynote speeches
from Sir Professor Jim McDonald, Principal of
University of Strathclyde, Mr. Mark McDonald,
MSP, Minister for Childcare and Early years, and
Mr. Wang Yongli, Minister Councillor of Education
in Chinese Embassy for the UK and Mr. Ma Jianfei,
Depute Director General of Hanban/Confucius
Institute Headquarters. At the conference there
were 25 workshops including a workshop run by
Fiona Pate, HMI, on the newly published Self-
evaluation for Self-improvement document. The
event culminated in amazing pupil performances
from East Renfrewshire, South Lanarkshire, Angus
and East Dunbartonshire Hubs.

In the new year we gave the Hanban teachers

a taste of Scottish culture with a Chinese New
Year Burns Night. We also spent the New Year
judging over 800 amazing poster entries for the
competition we held in partnership with the
cultural department at the Chinese Embassy.

Our annual Chinese New Year tour saw a puppet
troupe visit from Guangdong. The troupe
delighted audiences in Angus, Aberdeen and
Glasgow. After that it was time for the Languages
Show Live 2017. Cultural activities took place on
the vibrantly decorated stall and CISS staff ran
workshops and Mandarin tasters for the public.

We’re now gearing up for the summer trips to
China and we are looking forward to having

21 new primary hubs on board this year.

In September we will celebrate our 5 year
anniversary and will be publishing our 5 year
report. There’s always something exciting
happening here at CISS and across our hub
network. It’s exciting to be part of all that is going
on in the promotion of Chinese language and
culture. These 5 years have flown by and | would
like to take this opportunity to thank you all for
your continued hard work.

Fan Lin,
Depute Director of CISS
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Chinese in the Prmary School

DOBHAAE /N EHT
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Fast Renfrewshire

Mandarin activities in East Renfrewshire
primary schools

Ni hao from East Renfrewshire! Mandarin continues to
flourish across our primary and secondary schools, with
lots of exciting projects and plans in place. We now have 12
primary schools that are in their third year of implementing
Mandarin as an L3 from Ps through to P7 and we are
extremely lucky to have one Hanban teacher, CHU Wei, and
two Hanban volunteer teachers, CHEN Ni and JI Chuanyu,
working with our schools this session. All three teachers
have brought their enthusiasm and expertise to our
classrooms and the children have loved learning Mandarin
and more about Chinese culture. Netherlee Primary pupils
were fascinated to learn all about Chinese knotting and
how to make a good luck knot, and P5 pupils at Eaglesham
Primary enjoyed a Chinese dance lesson. Cross Arthurlie
Primary is excitedly preparing to launch its Primary Confucius
Classroom in May and CHU Wei has now worked with every
pupilin the school and loves being greeted by the pupils in
Mandarin wherever she goes. She has recently worked with
P1 and P2 pupils making origami pandas.

After last year’s successful sessions, Jude McKerrecher
and Meryl James from CISS delivered three more excellent
“Introduction to Mandarin” CLPL sessions to staff and the
feedback was very positive. Staff have loved learning more
about China and exploring how to embed Mandarin across
the curriculum.

Judith Boulton-Jones
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South Ayrshire

News from Gardenrose Primary School

South Ayrshire’s Primary Confucius Hub celebrated Chinese
New Year in style at Gardenrose Primary school. Pupils across
the Carrick Cluster in South Ayrshire have been learning the
Mandarin language with Chinese volunteer Miss LIU. The pupils
have been learning basic vocabulary and greetings during
their weekly Mandarin sessions. As well as language, pupils
have been learning about the Chinese culture with calligraphy,
knotting, kung fu, tai chi, tea ceremonies and even Chinese
cookery!

Pupils across the Carrick Cluster look forward to furthering their
knowledge of Chinese culture with Panda Project workshops in
all schools delivered by the Royal Zoological Society.

Children have enjoyed learning about Chinese language and
culture, equipping them with essential knowledge and skills for

the future.

Sarah Boyd
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Stirling
Braehead Primary Languages Café

Braehead Pr

Language lessens for you from

Braehead Languages Café
Mandarin Podcast
Episode 1

4t #MandannPodesst  STAR

»
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At the Braehead Primary Languages Café pupils write and
record a series of podcasts which aim to help others learn
key vocabulary and phrases in a variety of languages. So
far the children have produced and broadcast exciting
episodes in Mandarin, Japanese, Spanish, French,
Portuguese, German and Greek. Our tagline is, ‘Language
lessons for you from us’.

Pupils, parents and family members have had fun learning
with the children and episodes have been downloaded
across the world. Our global audience includes listeners
from China, Australia and the United States of America.

Adam in P5 who presented an episode in Mandarin about
how to say the days of the week, said the following, “I
enjoyed writing it with Emily and Taylor. We wanted to

make it funny but not too funny that it took away from the
learning. | have played it back at least five times! It felt good
when my Mum and Dad listened to it with me.”

Daisy also from P presented an episode in Mandarin
about the weather. She said, “We had lots of fun making it
but we worked really hard. When we recorded the episode
| was excited not nervous. My Mum and Dad were really
proud of me.”

The impact of the podcasts has been highly successful as
they help learners build their confidence in communicating
in a foreign language. By making languages come alive
through the microphone we have created a meaningful,
relevant and exciting context for language learning and
skills development.

You can access all our episodes at:
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/st/

braeheadlanguagescafe/

Susan Lawson
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Aberdeen City

Oldmachar pupils compete in HSBC British
Council Mandarin Competition

—a

|

Oldmachar Academy took part in the HSBC British Council
Mandarin Speaking Competition for the first time and it was a
great experience for all involved. We travelled to Edinburgh for
the regional competition with both an individual and a group
performance. The group was delighted to hear that they were
through to the final in the British Museum, London for their
version of the traditional story of Zhu Yingtai and Liang Shanbo,
Falling in Love and Transforming into Butterflies. We did not
take home the grand prize but all of the finalists received
certificates and a plaque for the school. Writing and learning the
presentations and performances helped the students to improve
their Mandarin vocabulary and pronunciation and it was a good
chance to see pupils from other schools across the UK who are
also learning Mandarin.

Lynnette Martin
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Meryl James promotes languages at Oldmachar
with Project Trust

We are very grateful to Meryl James and Katie Booth for visiting
our school and sharing their experiences with our students.
Meryl’s “Say YES to languages” talk inspired the pupils to think
about how useful being able to speak a foreign language would
be in the world of work. Katie’s presentation about her gap
year was fascinating. She is a great example to our students of
someone with an adventurous spirit who is open to learning
new things. The photos in her presentation helped to give us

a glimpse into life in a foreign culture and she encouraged our
students to keep working hard with learning a foreign language.
Thank you for this meaningful and interesting experience.

Lynnette Martin

ne Secondary School
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We thought that the presentation about the importance of
languages and taking a gap year were both very interesting. It is
amazing to think how many languages are spoken around the
world. It made me think about taking a gap year myself.

Patrycja Trocewicz, S2
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Angus

Our Mandarin adventure

Two pupils from Carnoustie High have been awarded the CISS
Tianjin Scholarship:

Alex and | are senior pupils at Carnoustie High School who
have been awarded the life-changing opportunity to spend a
year in Tianjin from September 2017. Ever since beginning our

Mandarin adventure, we have become deeply immersed in many

Chinese experiences and opportunities. We were very lucky

to be offered places the 2016 CISS Summer Immersion trip.
The two weeks became an unforgettable experience filled with
culture, beautiful sights, language and more.

We have always been interested in Chinese language and
culture and seized the opportunity to take it as a course at our
school. Even though this was the beginning of my journey, it
wasn’t until | had the honour of hosting the launch ceremony for
Carnoustie High School to become the Confucius Hub for Angus,
that | really dedicated myself to the study of the Mandarin
language.

Kevin Shand

Following our return from the CISS Summer Immersion trip

we decided to start a Chinese club for younger pupils in our
school to share our experience of the rich and beautiful Chinese
culture. Currently our club boasts around 20 pupils and runs
weekly. So far we have not only taught them some Mandarin
but have also enjoyed teaching cooking, food tasting, art and
games. In addition to running the club we compiled a video

and presentation about our time in China that was shown to
the entire school and hosted the Guangzhou Cantonese puppet
show in our theatre.

| feel it’s important to get young people more involved in
learning about other cultures. It has been a delight bringing
Chinese culture to our school. The work we have done has
encouraged many pupils to learn more and | hope that they are
inspired to follow in our footsteps.

Alexandra McCombie
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East Renfrewshire

New Year celebrations at St Ninian’s High School

This Chinese New Year marked the Year of the Rooster, symbolising
good fortune, luck and happiness. The East Renfrewshire
Confucius Classroom hosted a number of Chinese workshops
during the Spring Festival; a Chinese New Year celebration party, a
tea ceremony, a knot-making workshop, calligraphy lessons and a
traditional dance workshop. The celebration featured performances
from pupils of all age groups, which allowed everyone involved to
be fully immersed in Chinese culture.

During the tea ceremony the pupils were made aware of the
great variety of Chinese tea and learned to distinguish them.
Pupils also learnt Chinese tea drinking etiquette, including the
traditional cup-holding method and the ‘three sip’ rule. Pupils
observed the traditional method of steeping the tea leaves and
they learned to wash the leaves on the first steep to enhance
the flavour. The dedication and concentration poured into the
tea making process speaks volumes of the value placed on tea
in China. It was a positive learning experience for all to discover
the differences between Scottish and Chinese tea drinking
culture and will certainly foster a healthier cross-cultural
understanding. The positive feedback received from pupils and
staff alike has left us in no doubt that the Confucius Classroom
is a key and beneficial feature of St. Ninian’s High School.

Ellena Zhou
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Falkirk

A new home for the Confucius Classroom

We were delighted to welcome guests from the local and wider
community to celebrate the Chinese New Year with us at the
Falkirk Hub. It was a double celebration as it was the inaugural
event taking place at the new home of the hub at Larbert High
School.

Pupils and staff from various primary and secondary schools in
the Hub worked together to plan and organise the event. Our
guests were amazed by the opening Lion Dance and were in fits
of laughter at the comedy sketch performed by Grangemouth
High School. Dancers from Larbert High amazed the guests

with their talent whilst bringing life to the celebrations. Guests
were also treated to Chinese food which was provided by a local
Chinese restaurant. During the interval all guests were given the
opportunity to participate in a number of Chinese workshops
including calligraphy and paper folding. We even had our
Chinese New Year ‘selfie’ area which proved to be a hit with our
guests! There are many future Mandarin events planned across
Falkirk council in the future which we hope to share with you!

Joe McEnaney and Karen Kelly
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S1 Mandarin Immersion Day

On Friday 13th January 2017, Larbert High School hosted its
first ever Chinese immersion day. More than 300 first year
pupils participated in a range of events and activities which
enhanced their understanding of Chinese culture and language.
We benefited from the help of our Hanban teachers LI Lin and
YAN Aizhi who hosted the calligraphy and cooking workshops
respectively. Some of the other workshops included Tai Chi, a
Beyond the Panda workshop hosted by the Royal Zoological
Society of Scotland, business etiquette, Beijing Opera mask
painting, Chinese music and paper folding (hosted by our little
expert Nigel from S4). The day proved to be a great success
and we hope to see many of our current S1 cohorts learning
Mandarin in the coming years.

Joe McEnaney and Karen Kelly
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Pupil success in the CISS Tianjin Scholarship

We are delighted to announce that for the third successive
year pupils from the Falkirk Hub have been accepted for the
scholarship in Tianjin. The students have been learning all
about Chinese language and culture and are delighted to be
given this opportunity.

One of this year’s successful applicants, Ana Scougall from
Larbert High School, has shared her thoughts with you:

“| first started to learn Mandarin during my fifth year at school
when | chose it as a wider achievement opportunity. | found it
very interesting and really enjoyed taking part in the language
classes and learning about Chinese culture. | was never
certain about what | wanted to study after leaving school but

I knew | loved learning Mandarin so | decided to apply for the
scholarship to study in China. Fortunately | was successful and
I will go to Tianjin this September. | feel incredibly lucky to be
given this amazing opportunity and can’t wait to improve my
Mandarin language skills whilst in China.”

Joe McEnaney and Karen Kelly
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SCILT and CISS Visit Queen Anne High School

S3 and S5/6 language pupils of French, German and

Mandarin were treated to two presentations on Monday 6th
February focusing on the positives of language learning. One
presentation was from representatives of CISS and SCILT. The
enthusiastic speakers covered topics including how employers
value languages, the skills that language learning can develop
and their personal experiences of where language learning has
taken them.

The second presentation was from 21 year old Anya Jarman
from Project Trust who gave a very personal account of how
her language learning helped her progress. Before starting her
History degree at the University of Edinburgh, Anya worked
with the volunteering charity Project Trust teaching English

in China. With no Mandarin knowledge at all she took on this
massive challenge and thoroughly enjoyed her time teaching,
travelling and getting to know the culture and people. From
her qualification in French from school she knew how best to
approach language learning and as her Mandarin improved
she really saw the benefits even a little language knowledge
can give. Anya was a positive and inspiring role model and she
clearly communicated why pupils should say yes to languages.

“It was worthwhile going. It gave me a clear insight into where
languages can lead you.” S3 pupil
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North, South and
East Ayrshire

Ayrshire Spring Festival Event

On Thursday 2nd February at Saltcoats Town Hall, 9o S1 and S2
pupils from North, South and East Ayrshire attended our annual
pan-Ayrshire Chinese Spring Festival Event, celebrating Chinese
New Year and Chinese culture and language.

Chinese teachers from across Ayrshire worked collaboratively
to organise a number of workshops, designed to give pupils a
taste of traditional Chinese arts, crafts and physical activity.
S6 Greenwood Academy pupils, twins Robin and Owen, who
have gained a scholarship to study in Tianjin next year, also
organised a workshop in kung fu and tai chi.

The pupils from Greenwood, Loudoun, Grange and Queen
Margaret Academies had the opportunity to try out traditional
crafts such as Chinese tree and blossom art, paper folding and
cutting, character writing and knot-making. They also had the
chance to get a little more physical with kung fu, tai chi, Chinese
shuttlecock games and the chopstick challenge. A Chinese
passport was designed to make them think about their learning
and allowed them to travel through each task, stopping off to
achieve success in each activity. This was a fantastic opportunity
to broaden their skills in the arts and wellbeing and a chance to
work with other pupils to develop teambuilding and confidence.

It was a lively and fun event and pupils left with the various
items they had produced and also with great memories and lots
of new friends. Pupils completed an evaluation of the event and
feedback was very positive. They enjoyed trying out different
activities and working with pupils from different schools.

Lindsey Reid
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Glasgow
China Week at Hillhead High

Hillhead High School is the host of Glasgow City Council’s
Confucius Classroom Hub. One of the main aims of the Hub is to
allow as many pupils as possible in the school an opportunity
to experience Chinese Language and culture. All S1 pupils in
Hillhead High are provided with the opportunity to participate

in our China Week. China Week involves a wide variety of
activities, which not only provide them with a deeper knowledge
of Chinese language and culture, but will also provide them

with the opportunity to further develop their skills, such as
communication, presentation and working within a team.

Hillhead High has been running a China Week since 2012. This
year 210 pupils participated and were supported by 14 members
of staff from the school and several staff from Strathclyde and
Glasgow University. We were also supported by members of the
community including an expert Chinese knot maker, an expert in
Chinese puppet theatre and SeeWoo restaurant.

During China Week pupils experienced activities such as mask
painting, paper cutting, Chinese cooking, the jian zi, Chinese
drama, calligraphy and the making of yonomi, which is a
Chinese pot made from clay.

On the final day of China Week our S1 pupils were also treated
to a wonderful music performance from one of our supporters
from Strathclyde University. We then travelled to SeeWoo
supermarket and restaurant where we were given a full tour and
then provided with a lovely Chinese buffet lunch.

Pupils responded positively to China Week providing feedback
which included statements such as:

“It was hard to choose a favourite activity because | enjoyed
them all.” Rebecca Mapata S1

“It was fun and it should keep going.” Stanley Weeks S1
“It was super good. | really enjoyed it.” Tony Li S1

Following on from China Week, a number of S1 pupils were
selected to visit our associate primaries and give them taster
sessions of Chinese activities. This year the S1 students
delivered lessons to 100 P7 pupils on knot making, mask
painting and paper cutting. This was an excellent leadership
opportunity for the Hillhead High School pupils and provided an
excellent transition experience for the P7 pupils.

Hillhead High is committed to promoting Chinese language and
culture through our Confucius Classroom Hub and China Week
will continue to be a key date in the school calendar to help
support our goal.

Harriet Campbell
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News from Bannerman High School

This year has seen Bannerman High School participating in
a couple of local and national initiatives for the first time,
boosting the opportunities for our young people.

Firstly, several of our pupils were recognised at Glasgow City
Council’s Modern Languages Awards for their achievements in
learning Mandarin. Three pupils won awards as outstanding
language learners, with one also achieving an award for her role
as a Language Ambassador, promoting the study of Mandarin

to her classmates, family and friends. Finally, a fourth pupil was
rewarded for his level of engagement in learning Mandarin as he
always insists on speaking Mandarin in the classroom.

We were delighted with the results of our first nominations to
these awards and the encouragement that this has given our
learners to continue to strive to achieve in Mandarin.

Our second new venture has been participating in the national
Word Wizard competition. We have three talented second year
pupils going forward to the second stage of the competition in
March and are hopeful that Bannerman pupils will go forward to
the grand final in May.

This has been a particularly beneficial experience for these
pupils, since Mandarin is currently delivered as a short taster
course in S2 before being offered as an option in S3 and S4. By
participating in this competition, S2 pupils have had the chance
to continue their studies beyond the taster course, setting them
up for success at the next stage of their learning.

We’re aiming to build on these successes next year, not only
by continuing to take part in these fantastic initiatives, but
also by offering Mandarin as an option for S2 pupils, alongside
French and Spanish in the curriculum. We hope to see many
more young people learning and achieving in Mandarin within
Bannerman and on the national stage!

Anna Highmore
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Jordanhill

Learning Mandarin

In S1 we have the chance to learn Mandarin once a week. You
can then take it up to more advanced levels in your learning. Our
teacher, Mrs. Fortune, is helping us grasp the idea of Mandarin
fully. In class, we have studied the tones of the language. This
is important so we don’t say anything insulting unintentionally.
After learning tones, we started on how to greet people politely
and then went onto questions like, ‘How old are you?’ and,
‘What’s your name?’ This progressed onto describing family
members, not only learning how to write them in characters but
adding them into the questions. We have also learned how

to say the numbers from 0-100 in Mandarin fluently. We then
learned the characters for numbers. More recent topics have
included describing the world around us and how to talk about
food and drinks.

We have been privileged to have a range of opportunities.
Earlier on this year we had the chance to see a professional
Chinese puppet show. Most recently, we have done a Chinese
New Year event which helped develop our leadership skills
because it required a lot of organisation. As a year group, | think
we all enjoy Mandarin.

Dara Wood, S1
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Chinese New Year event

T Bl

At Jordanhill School we celebrated Chinese New Year with a
number of different activities. We turned it into a competition
so every time our team won something we would get a certain
amount of points and the team with the most points at the end
won. We did five different activities: shuttlecock, chopstick
race, song competition, language and culture and a traditional
Chinese story. At the end of the whole competition everyone
was handed a red envelope with two Chinese sweets in it and
one mandarin pound. It was overall a great learning experience
and | would love to do it again some time.

Iona Hamilton, S1
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ft#%: Iona Hamilton, S1

In January, we began to prepare for Chinese New Year and

tried to think of the best way to celebrate the Year of the
Rooster. We decided to create posters and our group focused
on red envelopes (‘Hongbao’ in Mandarin). We learnt that red
envelopes are given from an older generation to a younger
generation if the younger generation succeeds in something

or achieves his/her goal. One of our team members had a very
cleveridea to put red envelopes on the poster with information
hidden inside. Our class worked together to create one display,
each group shared their information with the other groups. One
group told us that you should not be able to see the beginning
and end of a traditional Chinese knot. The reason for this is
because in Chinese culture, luck should be perpetual. | have
thoroughly enjoyed learning about Chinese culture. | hope | can
one day visit a part of China myself!

Aaron Purba, S1
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The Chinese Shuttlecock (or “Jian zi” in Mandarin) Competition
was the first activity we did at our Chinese New Year event in
February 2017. The aim of the game is to keep the shuttlecock
off the ground for as long as possible by using different parts of
the body. Some people found this quite easy and others found it
very difficult — with me being in the latter group! | really enjoyed
participating in this event but it is much harder than it looks and
our team has room to improve. | am really glad | pushed myself
out of my comfort zone, tried something different from another
culture and got introduced to this new area of sport!

Sarah Dunne, S1
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The Language and Culture competition was one of the best
and the most entertaining events. There were four teams in
total, with sixteen competitors who gave their best shot at
answering the questions. The best part about this competition
is how each member of the team helped each other out. It is
wonderful how everyone showed faith they had in each other
and determination. Every single person that competed tried
their hardest and | think that is what counts. | think the most
important thing is that they gave it a shot, so in the end every
oneis awinner.

Richard Yu, S1

B E XTI R, R EABRRIEN R, RATEIE
A VUSARERBN, 166208 T, Al TR A AE 0] 5[] i S Fie s 17
AT (1, i ELAELRZE R, BAPY BOREAN T AR B,

RRFN NI — 7y A B NHR Do 0 )
DA BAAHIEAERS, RIBEFGEARMET . BESENEIA
R T HORKMSS ), RS ESRIEE. 54k, &
HAZ ISR, MREMAAIEZS, FAR

BERS57T, REEWE.
ft%%: Richard Yu, S1

By far the most fun and exciting event was the Chinese plays,
because they really allowed us to delve into Chinese culture.
Each House was assigned a certain story, and they had to act
it out using the limited props and actors. The rehearsals were
phenomenal — everyone had a good time and enjoyed it. It did
take a while for people to drop the scripts, but when they did,
everything really came together.

The plays (in order of performance) were: The story of the
Fortune Cookie, Big Mouth and Skin Flint, The Magic Paintbrush
and Ye Shen. My House, St. John, took up the play of Ye Shen, a
story similar to Cinderella. It was amazing to see the whole thing
come together, and for all the effort to finally be shown to the
other Houses was rewarding.

Gavin Angus, S1
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Midlothian

Pupil exchange trips at Lasswade High School

AYAL AR

During the October holiday 11 pupils visited three of China’s
largest cities; Shanghai, Tianjin and Beijing. In Shanghai, the
pupils went to Tianlin No.3 middle school. They watched the flag
raising ceremony and morning exercise, enjoyed a performance
in Tianlin based on the work of Tang Xianzu and tried to make
tiger shoes out of paper. In Tianjin the group visited their
partner school, Tianjin No.25 middle school. The classes sang
together and the Scottish pupils tried to teach their Chinese
friends Auld Lang Syne. On the last day of tour, the pupils also
visited the Great Wall, the Summer Palace, Tiananmen Square
and the Forbidden City in Beijing. Throughout the duration of the
trip the pupils stayed with host families in Shanghai and Tianjin.
They were able to experience everyday life in China, and saw
the cultural differences between China and Scotland. They said
that they were more aware of traditional Chinese culture and it
widened their understanding of China.

On the afternoon of January 14th, the pupils and teachers from
Tianjin No.25 middle school visited Lasswade High School.

The cultural exchange activities lasted for a week. The pupils
experienced the local curriculum and culture in Scotland, visited
famous landmarks in Edinburgh and the surrounding areas and
participated in teaching activities in the Mandarin classroom.
The visiting pupils experienced daily life in the UK and increased
their knowledge of Scotland. Pupils said they hoped to
experience even more British culture and introduce their new
friends to their own Chinese traditional culture.

Colin Mitchell
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Lasswade High School pupils perform at Chinese
New Year Concert

On January 25th, people gathered in Usher hall for the 2017
Edinburgh Chinese New Year Concert. Mr. Pan Xinchun Chinese
Consul-general and Alasdair Allan MSP give speeches. Over
1,500 friends in Scotland, overseas Chinese and foreign
students attended the concert.

Pupils from Lasswade High school performed a dragon dance
and lion dance. They also gave a wonderful performance of tai
chi fan dance, showing the traditional Wushu culture. The pupils
had prepared for two months for this performance and their
hard work certainly paid off as after their show, the whole hall
resounded with applause. It was an encouraging night for all
pupils involved.

Colin Mitchell
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Pupils work to be exhibited in the Nanjing
Musuem

Edinburgh Castle is partnering with the Nanjing Musuem for

an exhibition in China called “Romantic Edinburgh”. As part of
this exhibition the Nanjing team approached the Castle fora
pupil perspective on Edinburgh. Lasswade High School (whose
S¢4 pupils are linked with the Castle through the BLC scheme)
agreed to support this. The school chose exchange pupils, who
are in the school studying photography for a year, to send their
photos and thoughts on Edinburgh. This was a great way of how
our schools can engage with the wider community and promote
our cultural heritage.

Victoria Ruggiu, a Belgium exchange student spoke about her
work below:

Taking pictures is a way of expressing yourself and creating great
memories. Edinburgh is the perfect place to do so. One evening
in November, | walked up to Calton Hill and found myselfin front
of a beautiful sunset. | was so amazed by the colours in the sky.
| am very thankful to be able to share my vision of this wonderful
place.

Meryl James
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Moray

Photos from Buckie High Schoo!

Mandarin teacher WANG Sujang has been practicing tai chi with
pupils at Buckie High School.

Pupils are enjoying the Mandarin club which runs on Friday
lunchtimes.

3k BBuckie IR A

PRI R, B2 FER P E TR Y BUEEUT ER IR L
IS 22 B HEL X L v 22 ) 22 A — SRR 7

MR ELE 2 T T DR AR SR AR IR 32 2 R X

North Ayrshire

Twins to Tianjin

Robin and Owen Wilson are S6 pupils at Greenwood Academy,
Irvine, North Ayrshire. They both have a passion for Chinese
language and culture and were fortunate enough to attend the
2016 Summer Immersion trip to China. Their love of languages
has led to China and beyond. They have forged great friendships
with young people from China and communicate with them and
otheryoung people from almost every continent in the world!

Both boys are a credit to Greenwood Academy and North
Ayrshire Council. They have been heavily involved in North
Ayrshire’s Confucius Hub. Robin and Owen are Chinese
Ambassadors and they have led a number of events and
initiatives to promote Chinese culture and language. They
successfully led North Ayrshire’s Confucius Hub launch and
impressed Scottish and Chinese guests, including members of
the Tianjin Education Commission, with their skills in Mandarin.

Robin and Owen have also performed at Chinese showcase events
and have volunteered to work with younger pupils. They are
currently going out to a number of primary schools in the authority
to teach kung fu and tai chi. This has been great fun for pupils and
has shown Robin and Owen to be outstanding role models.

Not content with supporting the Confucius Classroom, Robin
and Owen also continue to develop their language skills. They
attend courses at weekends to gain further qualifications in
Mandarin. We wish both of them every success as they embark
on their journey to Tianjin. We look forward to hearing all about
their progress and studies in China.

Lindsey Reid
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School and Business links

with Mandarin

The Business Language Champions (BLC) scheme helps schools
and businesses to build partnerships through languages in
order to support teachers in developing young people’s learning
about the world of work and their understanding of the value of
language skills to their future employability.
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Creative Ways to Raise Aspirations and Close
the Attainment Gap with DYW

A business link provides an interesting, stimulating and
motivating context for the teaching of languages. Businesses
are increasingly interested in speakers of Mandarin.

A business link provides pupils who are studying Mandarin with
a real context for sharing their learning. For example they can
teach business staff simple phrases in Mandarin, introduce
them to Chinese business etiquette and cultural differences,
etc. Pupils then agree to produce something for the business
to support them e.g. brochures, useful phrase cards which
businessmen can tuck into their briefcase or wallet or signage.

The links can be with primary and/or secondary schools. They
support the 1+2 Approach to Language Learning, the Broad
General Education, the Languages for Life and Work Award and
the learning of Mandarin in the senior phase.

Why bother establishing a business link? Visits to businesses
raise aspirations amongst young people, have a big impact on
pupils’ confidence and helps them make informed choices.
Learning is made relevant and the link with a business brings
the classroom to life. Teachers have commented how the
pupils are still talking about the visit weeks later. Exposure to
employers challenges assumptions.

For teachers it is a good staff development opportunity; it
enhances the curriculum (a Dragon’s Den scenario can be
introduced to great effect) and can be linked to national awards
such as the John Muir Award, the JASS Award, Pan Ambassador
Award at Edinburgh Zoo and the Heritage Hero Award to name
but a few.

For more information contact: meryl.james@strath.ac.uk
Read the more BLC case studies including Broughton High
School, Elgin Academy and Queen Margaret Academy on the

SCILT website.

Meryl James
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Aberdeen Business Link with Chester Hotel

Oldmachar Academy is linked with the Chester Hotel through
the Business Language Champions scheme.

The business link with Chester Hotel has been a brilliant
initiative. The General Manager visited our school to give an
insightful presentation and then our pupils were invited back to
visit Chester Hotel, and they were hugely enthusiastic about this
opportunity. They had the chance to see first-hand how having
some foreign language skills would be useful in the hospitality
industry. They shared their Mandarin skills with the staff at
Chester Hotel and enjoyed exploring the hotel. Now they keep
asking if they can go back and visit again!

Lynnette Martin

| really enjoyed our visit to the Chester Hotel - it is difficult to
choose one part that | liked best but | enjoyed hearing from
the professionals who work there, seeing the different parts of
the hotel, and the delicious lunch. | learned that having some
foreign language skills would help me in this industry, and the
staff who work there come from all over the world.

Morven Ellis, S3



http://www.scilt.org.uk/Business/Developinglanguageskillsfortheworldofwork/tabid/1597/Default.aspx
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Angus Business Link with Glamis Castle
- The business perspective

Anybody who works in a multinational industry will remember
what it was like the first time you communicated with someone
who doesn’t speak English. That’s when you wish that you’d
listened to the advice given to you about how important it is to
learn a second language. | never really took the advice given to
me at school. Now | wish | had embraced the opportunity more
fully; seeing it as a stepping stone to the future and not as just
part of the school curriculum to be got through and another exam
to pass.

That is why SCILT and CISS are so important. Their initiatives
show students how many doors will open for them if they have
command of a second language. These children are our future
and will help to move Scottish industry forward globally in the
next few years.

| am thrilled to be building business links with schools. | look

at those kids and think how lucky they are to be able to study
languages like Mandarin at Carnoustie High School and how lucky
they are to have the opportunity to acquire skills that will take
them anywhere in the world.

I impress upon students that within the tourism industry, from
hospitality to the one-on-one guiding of high-end clients,
communicating with people in their own language is of
paramount importance. Itis a courtesy, and at times a necessity,
to be able to make yourself understood and equally, to be able to
understand what is being said to you.

Working at Glamis Castle, a venue that attracts 100,000 visitors
ayear, means that | encounter thousands of foreign visitors. The
ability to speak even a few words to people in their own language
gives them the feeling of being special. Even something as
simple as saying “good morning” can make the difference
between an ordinary day out and a day that lives in the memory.

| am proud to be included in the Business Language Champion
scheme. |feelitis a worthwhile investment in the future of Scottish
industry and the people who hold that future in their hands.

Pauline Cawdery, Glamis Castle
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Stirling Hub Business Link with Stirling Castle

Pupils from Braehead Primary School in Stirling have been
getting a Tour Guide’s view of life working at Stirling Castle,
which welcomes visitors from all over the world, all year round.

Fifty-five P5 pupils, who have been studying Mandarin language
and Chinese culture for nearly two years, wanted to help the
Castle’s staff make their many Chinese visitors feel welcome by
teaching the Tour Guides a few key phrases in Mandarin.

However, what started as a simple project has developed into
something even more exciting, involving the pupils in filming a
virtual tour of the Castle, creating a map annotated in Chinese
characters, an information leaflet, signs and a quiz, all in
Chinese, as well as achieving their original aim of teaching the
Tour Guides.

With SCILT and CISS’s help, the school made contact with
Historic Environment Scotland to set up the Language
Ambassadors project, with Stirling Castle’s Education Officer,
Kirsten Wood working alongside school staff and pupils.

The pupils are hugely enthusiastic about their roles in the
project. Sophie Johnston, who plays James the Sixth in the
virtual tour said, “It’s been so much hard work but we’ve had
lots of fun doing it.”

Mairi Kennedy added, “The virtual tour is a tour of the castle
without leaving your seat. We’re acting out a few key scenes
from the Castle’s history and showing some places such as the
courtyard, dungeons and the Great Hall.”

Katie Wright has been working with Tour Guides, “We went on

a tour to find out what we needed to teach. We took notes and
we’ve been making presentations. At the end of the project we’ll
present them to the Tour Guides and make little booklets with
the phrases on them in case they forget.”

As well as building on their Chinese language, the pupils have
had the opportunity to develop a wide range of skills including
art and design, presentation, drama, script writing and public
speaking while becoming more aware of their role as Global
Citizens. It is hoped that the project will demonstrate to the
children that they don’t have to wait till they grow up to make
use of their Chinese knowledge but that they are learning
language skills that can be used right here and now.

Susan Lawson
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News from our Hanban Teachers

Some Hanban teachers have written about recent events in their schools.

YAN Aizhi - Falkirk

LI Jianli - Glasgow

Chinese Food Day was held in Larbert High School, on 13th
January 2017. For this event | taught almost 160 pupils in 10
different groups how to make dumplings. All the pupils enjoyed
cooking and eating their dumplings, saying that Chinese
dumplings were so delicious that they were looking forward

to learning more Mandarin in order to visit China some day in
the future to try more Chinese food. How lovely and instructive
teaching is!

| was also part of the Chinese New Year Showcase on 1st
February 2017 in Larbert High School. Various programmes were
presented by the pupils to demonstrate how they loved Chinese
culture and what they had learned about Mandarin. | performed
tai chi with the pupils of Graeme High School on stage at the
showcase. The audience enjoyed it so much that some of the
guests asked me to set up a tai chi club for those who want to
learn more about it! All guests, old or the young enjoyed that
lovely and unforgettable evening.

20174E1 A 13 H, A /KR AR 2 FL T IR B AL T 1
THER T ESERT RIES . EsT, ROPRKIE1604 244
et TP EF A e —— IR T I RAL T FAENIAMLA] T
e mslfE, mHEER T H RPN T. ERETHS
T e, ogy B R#HE, WhER TR T [
I AA TR A ERE 2 B 2 AD0E,  DMEA R Re P E &
HEZHPEER.

LA BN AT !

HWZ5 T THEGEIEAMIL T FARY (20175F2H1H) £
PP 2 LT IR E OB IR RR T ER AR R . B
. BALTIRE LIRS 2RI H R 1 E SO i 7 A
A A H R o BN AR HLUR o 2 ) 2 A AT TR K K
P \BARERE 2 AR, =R IR 2 RIESL Sy @I T i —
DRMARRER, AL 2 (0 AT LS S K. firf 3%

5%, ARF L, FRRMAINR 5] FX 4 2 RS,
BB M TR SR .

China Week at Hillhead High School is always very popular with
students and parents. This year more than 220 students were
divided into eleven classes to experience different Chinese
culture courses, such as Chinese drama, Chinese puppets,
knot making and so on. As part of this week | ran a cultural
activity teaching traditional paper-cutting. The pupils’ work was
amazing.
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ZHANG Minqun - Highland

»n

Happy Chinese New Year from Grantown Grammar School, where
we have been celebrating the Chinese New Year and making
some lovely decorations. Pupils made new year cards and
lanterns for me during Chinese New Year!

| taught pupils from S1to S3 a lot of interesting things about
Chinese New Year, from cutting the character ‘spring’ in red
paper to making some masks and puppets to use as decorations
during Spring Festival. Pupils engaged enthusiastically with
these activities and produced lots of amazing work.
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GUO Xiaoyan - Fife

Time flies! | have been teaching in Scotland for 6 months, which
is a journey full of happiness and harvest. | want to share some
memorable moment with my colleagues and friends.

1. Making up sentences with wool
| organized this class with my mentor Miss Lindsey, who
asked the students to write down a sentence in Mandarin
with a pencil, and then stick the wool on all the strokes with
glue. This was a creative and efficient method, from which |
could help students improve their writing.

2. Mind mapping for language learning
| read a book written by Tony Buzan called Mind Maps for
Business. Though most examples in this book are about
business, some can also be adjusted and used in Mandarin
class. What’s more, if handled correctly and all individuals
are given the opportunity to express their ideas, working
as a group to produce a Mind Map can be a very successful
process.

For example, after teaching colours, body parts, animals,
families and daily expressions, | asked the students to draw
whatever they like. It can be a monster, an animal, a person
or any other things, which must include all the body parts
they have learned and then colour in the picture.

Having seen their lovely work, | asked them to think how
to connect and describe colours and body parts together,
such as red hair, yellow hands and so on. The last step was
group work, using mind maps to make up a story with daily
expressions they have learned. Albert Einstein once said,
“Imagination is more important than knowledge.” How
creative my pupils are!
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3. Bringing Chinese cultures into the Scottish classroom
During Spring Festival, | introduced Chinese New Year
culture, the zodiac and Chinese paper cutting to my
students, and we made posters together.

Chinese calligraphy, which can cultivate and calm our mind,
is an important part of Chinese culture. | want my students
to do calligraphy to relax, and they enjoyed it very much. At
the end of the class, lots of students told me delightfully, “It
is amazing! Miss Guo, can we practice this in every class?”

To sum up, | am very grateful for the opportunity to work in
Scotland, a memory | will cherish forever.
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YAN Jun - Midlothian

| have had the opportunity to be involved in the Lasswade

High School Edinburgh Castle Project. On 15th February, staff
from Edinburgh Castle came to Lasswade High and met our

S3 Mandarin class. They gave some pupils research topics
including animals, weapons, statues and hidden gems. The
whole class was divided into 6 groups and each group picked a
topic they were interested in.

On 22th February, | accompanied 12 S3 pupils with Colin
Mitchell to Edinburgh Castle for a tour. Pupils went to different
rooms based on the information they just heard and on the
topics they had been working on.

On 1st March, Mrs Jiang and | took 18 S3 pupils to Edinburgh
Castle. It was another opportunity for pupils to keep looking for
the information or pictures they needed for their project.

At the end of the project, pupils summarized questions and
answers related to their topics. | helped pupils translate these
into Mandarin, which will be used for visitors to read during
their tour on Edinburgh Castle.
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LIU Yuanyuan and PAN Jing — West Lothian

During our Mandarin lunchtime club, pupils have been learning
to make red packets and design their own unique pattern; a
tradition kept in China. Through a series of activities to celebrate
Chinese New Year, pupils learnt more about Chinese culture and
language and their interest has increased. Our pupils told us they
want to go to China one day and want to learn Mandarin. During
personal support time, pupils took part in a quiz about Chinese
New Year. On 26th and 27th January, all our lucky S2 pupils
enjoyed a Mandarin taster session about Chinese New Year.

Chinese food is popular across the world. Understanding
culinary habits is also essential to understanding a country’s
culture. Throughout the week, S2 pupils prepared and cooked
noodle soup in Home Economics. On 2nd February we worked
with senior pupils who are learning Mandarin, to cook jiao zi (a
famous Chinese New Year food) in Home Economics.

We welcomed the year of rooster with a celebration that began
on the 25th January. The celebration, consisting of different
activities across the school, gave pupils a clear idea of what
Chinese New Year is like and gave them the opportunity to
experience the exciting party atmosphere. During the Chinese
New Year celebration, the school is decorated with lanterns,
spring couplets and paper firecrackers made by S3 pupils, which
are typical decorations for Chinese New Year.
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Mandarin Beyond the Hubs

FLT R E LA DS

My Chinese Experience

| went to China for the first time in 2014 when | was in my 5th year
of high school. | spent two weeks in Beijing and Tianjin as part

of the yearly China Bridge Summer Camp. This inspired me to
continue my Chinese study in 6th year, eventually leading to me
being chosen as one of the 2015/16 Tianjin Scholars group. | spent
what I’ll possibly look back on as the best year of my life living in
Tianjin, China, with the most fantastic group of people studying
one of the most interesting languages the world. It exceeded my
wildest expectations of what | thought | would be doing at 18.

It was in the middle of our second semester that | was convinced
staying in China was what | was meant to do. After the opportunity
to widen my understanding of the world | knew | had to grab every
chance | had to stay in this country that I had grown to love and
when Nankai University in Tianjin offered me a place to study

my degree there | knew it was meant to be. | am currently in the
second semester of my first year studying a Bachelor of the Arts in
Japanese at Nankai University in China.

In higher level universities in China, like Nankai, on top of your
chosen course you still have mandatory classes such as PE and
Computing and many optional classes in almost anything you can
think of from Emergency First Aid to Korean. I’'ve met people from a
huge mix of countries from across the world and | rarely have two
friends from the same country. I’'ve even joined a Chinese dance
group in my free time.

If I were to say that the entire experience so far has been a piece

of cake | would be lying and it did take me a long time to get
accustomed to the way a Chinese university works. As the only
foreigner person on my course and the first westerner to ever study
Japanese at Nankai | have naturally had a few teething pains, for
example my teacher didn’t believe | was in the correct class and
requested | go back to the office multiple times. But when | get
down to it | honestly love my life and the thought of going anywhere
else does upset me now.

I’'m yet to give much thought to my plans after graduation but

the beauty of my life in China so far has been that unexpected
opportunities suddenly present themselves, so as long as | keep an
open mind anything is possible.

Grace Paterson
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Beyond the Panda fEJfi j5 42

The Royal Zoological Society of Scotland’s giant panda
education programme which was launched in 2013 has
continued to grow and evolve each year. The programme is a
combination of outreach and a mobile lending library promoting
knowledge and awareness of giant pandas, as well as Chinese
language and culture and the importance of China in ecology
and conservation.

RZSS Senior Education Officer, Sandie Robb, says: “The Beyond
the Panda is a fantastic and unique learning experience.
Through the China Mobile Library, students learn about China
and the conservation work of the Royal Zoological Society

of Scotland. The programme allows us to inspire the next
generation of conservationists and also provides an excellent
introduction to Mandarin language learning.”

“Beyond the Panda has grown and developed each year and
| would want this to continue to be an evolving project.” says
Sandie. “This year saw a new nursery outreach and we have
plans forimprovements to the China Mobile Library ‘panda
boxes’ for next session.”

As a taster to using games in the classroom, Panda Pass It On A&
JitE# 5L is a board game which is currently traveling around
Scottish schools. Visit this link to download your own digital
copy of the game and join in the fun http://www.rzss.org.uk/
rzss-education/rzss-panda-pass-it-on/. All we ask is that you
register to let us track the game’s progress.

If you are interested in the more in-depth programme, please
also look at our videos on YouTube — ‘RZSS China Mobile
Library’ and ‘On the road with Beyond the Panda’.

For further details about Beyond the Panda, please contact
Sandie Robb, srobb@rzss.org.uk

Sandie Robb
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City of Glasgow Chorus China Tour

The City of Glasgow Chorus has just returned from a highly
successful 3-concert tour of China. In October 2015, | joined
the Confucius Institute’s Beginners Mandarin course, a new
course at Strathclyde University’s Centre for Lifelong Learning.
It was amazing how much | enjoyed my introduction to Chinese
language and culture. | realised what a benefit it would be for
the choir to have a similar experience prior to our tour and

was delighted when the Confucius Institute agreed to run a
6-week course over the summer. 15 people joined the class and
had great fun learning enough language to help them cope in
everyday situations in China.

Our teacher, Tao Fu, was very interesting, full of enthusiasm and
presented well-prepared lessons, with a lot of back-up material.
As well as language activities, the group enjoyed an insight

into Chinese culture, experiencing The Chinese tea ceremony,
making double happiness papercuts and even playing Chinese
flutes and listening to Tao playing her erhu. The information

on the hot pot experience was particularly useful when

some members of the group had a meal togetherin a hot pot
restaurant in Shanghai.

The class would like to thank Tao very much for all she did to
enhance our trip to China. We are also grateful to the Confucius
Institute for providing this opportunity. It would not surprise me
if some of the participants continued their Mandarin learning
and many members of the choir have expressed an interest in
returning to China soon.

Alexandra Spooner
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Job Profile — Mandarin

Katie Targett-Adams

My name is Katie Targett-Adams. | am self-employed with
3 businesses and am now based in Hong Kong:
Professional Singer and Harpist

Founder of Ceroc in Asia (social partner dance franchise
from UK)

Founder of SuperStyle Asia (personal branding and
etiquette consultancy)

What languages have you learned?

| have learned German, Spanish, Mandarin and a little French.

How have language skills helped you in
your work?

My languages greatly helped to shape my repertoire as a
‘travelling minstrel’. For each country my harp and | visited,

I would sing and perform a song in the resident language.
Essentially this is what catapulted me to move to Hong Kong
9 years ago. After taking a Scotvec in Mandarin at St Georges
School for Girls in my final year, | learned to sing a song in
Mandarin. When | was invited to perform in Shanghai, | found
that the audience really appreciated how much time and
enjoyment | had invested in their music and culture. And just
like that, my adventures in Asia began.

What benefits do you think language skills bring
to your work?

Language skills allow me to connect better with people. The
instant you show you have an understanding of someone else’s
culture it creates a deeper bond, and that’s a hugely satisfying
feeling.

Do you have any advice for anyone considering
learning a language?

To help keep yourself motivated plan a trip to that country, so
your skills can go ‘live’. Once you have seen the colours of the
country, tasted the food, met the people and built up confidence
in your communication, you will stay eager to continue learning
the language. Back home, listen to podcasts on walks or
commutes to/from school or work to keep up a regular slot for
practice during your busy week.

Do you have any tips on how best to approach
communicating in a language you have little
knowledge of?

Smile and make eye contact. These two elements are
fundamental skills we emphasize at SuperStyle. If someone
feels you are friendly and open, they will make the extra effort to
communicate and connect with you. Keep an eye out for cultural
cues, which help you to show respect and build greater rapport.

In your experience, how would you say that
cultural awareness has been important?

When evaluating success, psychologists generally agree that

IQ counts for only 10-25%, and the rest of your success comes
down to emotional intelligence or EQ. Cultural awareness is a
very important way to demonstrate your EQ. It’s an unspoken
language and a sensitivity which you will need to learn if you are
serious about speaking or interacting with another culture. Once
you have developed this, many doors open.
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Language Linking Global Thinking

This project links students on their year abroad with
primary and secondary schools. Students communicate
with a designated class in their partner school during the
course of the year to illustrate how enriching it is to spend
a year abroad using a language other than English.

While the student is abroad, the partner school
keeps in regular contact with the student by emailing,
sending postcards and other resources. The two-way
correspondence between student and class brings
the language alive for pupils and shows them the real
relevance of learning a language.

Below is a link to a blog post from a Project Trust volunteer
out in China who is linked with pupils at Loanhead Primary
School, Midlothian.

https://lisabptblog.wordpress.com/2017/03/13/
winter-travel/
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Work Experience with CISS

Over the course of three days in June | was lucky enough to have
work experience with the Confucius Institute for Scotland’s
Schools at Strathclyde University. | arrived a little nervously (It’s
not every day you go to work at an international organisation)
but the friendly department soon put me at ease- and then to
work! | really enjoyed working on CISS’ different social media in
an effort to generate more engagement between the Institute
and pupils my own age.

On my second day | made the trip to Douglas Academy with
SCILT to film students and teachers responses to their modern
language curriculum. What interested me aside from the
breadth of languages studied at the school was the enthusiasm
of both teachers and students. Younger children who seemed
at first dazzled by the camera were able to eloquently and
confidently express how important second and third languages
were to them. The next day | was lucky enough to attend a
conference on modern languages in schools. With lectures from
researchers discussing how different genders take to language
lessons in school, to a moving speech describing the impact of
the poetry competition ‘Mother Tongue Other Tongue’ on school
students. The day only further assured me of the multi-facetted
and complex nature of language learning.

Perhaps the highlight of my time spent at the Institute was the
lessons in Chinese culture and Mandarin that | was able to
attend throughout the week. Observing these lessons | related
to the earlier-mentioned school students enthusiasm and
understood the importance of the work that CISS aims to do. It
is always said that learning a foreign language gives a person
the key to discovering that nation’s culture but with Mandarin

it seems that its culture and language are inseparable, from its
calligraphy to common phrases. My favourite of these was a
typical greeting which revealed a foodie disposition to rival my
own ‘U1z T - ‘Have you eaten yet?” Of course China is a vast
nation of around 1.4 billion citizens to our 65 million and | know
in my brief time at the Institute | only touched upon the depth of
the nation’s rich culture. However until being introduced to this
world at all | had had little idea of how limited my understanding
of the nation was. In an increasingly globalised world it is not
just an academic exercise but a necessity to aim to learn about
ways of life different from our own. | myself feel a world apart
from my newbie self who had walked into CISS on Monday and
am leaving with a desire to push my involvement with modern
language further and Chinese language further. Many thanks

to all the wonderful staff at CISS and SCILT who made my work
experience so enjoyable!

Jessica Curry
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Tel: +44 (0)141 444 8180
Email: ciss-info@strath.ac.uk
Website: www.strath.ac.uk/ciss

Sk 2 NI TR
W R T RS M B 140 AR R BB O R 233 &
Mi%w: G4 OLT

F1E: 0044 (0)141 444 8180
M4 : ciss-info@strath.ac.uk
MHE: www.strath.ac.uk/ciss

g Notiona Gentre University of
CECILT it e 09

Glasgow



mailto:ciss-info%40strath.ac.uk?subject=
http://www.strath.ac.uk/ciss
mailto:ciss-info%40strath.ac.uk?subject=
http://www.strath.ac.uk/ciss

