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Welcome to our seventh
CISS Newsletter

Fditorial

Dear Colleagues

As the days grow colder and the nights grow longer,
I’m pleased to extend a warm welcome to the Winter
edition of the CISS newsletter.

As usual the CISS office has been buzzing with
activity since the last newsletter. We’ve welcomed
our newest member of the team, Fu Tao, who will be
working with our established teacher of Mandarin
Li Hongyu and our Chinese Director Ma Ping. In
addition to helping us organise a raft of exciting
events, Tao will be teaching free Mandarin classes
to staff and students of the university, pupils from
the east end of Glasgow and teachers who want to
develop their language skills. We also welcomed
Luke Murphy to the team. He is our new Modern
Apprentice and will provide administrative support
whilst working towards his SVQ 3 qualification.

In order to support the learning and teaching in our
Confucius Classroom hubs, we have been developing
our provision of professional learning for the Hanban
exchange teachers. Working with GTCS, we’ve
developed a mentoring programme for the teachers
that will encourage them to reflect on their practice
using a set of professional standards specially
created for them.

I H 1%
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In September, we waved off a group 16 young people at
Edinburgh Airport who are now spending a year learning
Mandarin, thanks to a scholarship offered by our
partners at Tianjin Municipal Education Commission. We
are delighted to announce that we have now selected a
further 22 scholars for next year’s cohort.

Reflecting back on 2015, there have been many
highlights: winning the Confucius Institute of the Year
at the last Hanban World Conference; the first ever
Scottish/Chinese headteachers’ conference in April;
being part of the First Minister’s very successful visit
to China in July; the launches of our newest Confucius
classrooms in Midlothian, Stirling and Highland (with
Shetland to come); the showcase event at which our
returning Tianjin Scholars dazzled us with their skills
in Mandarin; the state visit of President Xi in October
and the UK CC Summit at the Institute of Education,
University College London at which the performances
in both Scots and Mandarin by pupils of the Douglas
Academy Music School from East Dunbartonshire
moved the audience to tears. All these events have
contributed to a hugely memorable year for CISS

and remind us what a privilege it is to develop such
wonderful opportunities for our two countries to learn
from each other.

Fhiona Fisher
Director of Confucius Institute for Scotland’s Schools
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Promoting Chinese Culture
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Hanban Teacher Induction Week

Everyone is excited to welcome the latest cohort of Hanban
teachers who arrived in October for the 2015-16 academic
year. CISS provided the new arrivals with an induction
week to introduce the teachers to the Scottish Education
System. Local schools offered the teachers the opportunity
to observe lessons of best practice and SCILT and CISS
Professional Development Officers ran sessions covering a
vast number of professional learning areas.

In November, CISS ran a second induction week in
conjunction with CLPL for Hanban teachers who arrived
after the initial induction week. It was great to have all the
teachers, new and returning, together in one room. A big
thank you to all involved in preparing the Hanban teachers
for a successful year ahead.

Natasha Bowman, CISS
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UK CC Summit at the Institute of Education,
University College London

We were privileged to accompany a group of 25 headteachers
and local authority delegates representing Scottish Confucius
Classroom Hubs at the first ever joint Confucius conference for
all four home nations. It was made even more prestigious by the
presence of President Xi Jinping who gave a wonderful speech
praising UK/China educational partnerships and the work of the
Cls. HRH the Duke of York also spoke, stressing the importance
and relevance of learning more than one language.

The Principal of the University of Strathclyde, Professor Sir Jim
McDonald was one of three UK university principals to speak.
He extolled the benefits offered by CISS to the wider university,
especially regarding the university’s engagement with a wide
range of Chinese partners.

Throughout the conference, it became apparent that Scotland
has embraced a particularly strategic approach to the
development of a network of Confucius Classrooms. Our focus
on collegiality and partnership working puts us ahead of the
curve and gave us plenty to offer in the round table discussions
with other UK institutes and classrooms.

Particular thanks goes to pupils and staff of Douglas Academy
Music School, East Dunbartonshire for their unrivalled
performance of Chinese and Scots music and to Ann Robertson
and Jack Simpson of the City of Edinburgh Confucius Classroom
Hub who delivered a very interesting workshop about how they
have successfully spread the learning and teaching of Mandarin
across the community.

Fhiona Fisher, CISS
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Nurturing

Confucius Institute Day at the University
of Strathclyde

On Friday 25 September, we were delighted to host a day

of cultural and language activities for students from across
Scotland. The day was held for students from our four new
Confucius Classroom Hubs, Midlothian, Highland, Stirling and
Shetland and their accompanying teachers.

Students arrived bright eyed and bushy tailed, ready for the
four workshops running throughout the day. We also had a
big picture of a Chinese Wishing Tree on the wall on which the
students could write their wishes for the future. By the end of
the day, the tree was covered with wishes and dreams.

Students and teachers left CISS tired but very happy with
their achievements across the four sessions. The pupils were
a credit to Scottish schools and first class ambassadors for
Chinese learning.

Judith McKerrecher, CISS
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Pupil Perspective: Confucius Institute Day

A group of S3 and S4 pupils from Lasswade High School went
to Strathclyde University in Glasgow to take part in a day of
Chinese themed activities. A variety of lessons filled up the
day nicely.

In the first session we learnt the art of Chinese calligraphy
and explored different aspects of a Chinese celebration called
Moon Festival. My classmates and | practised how to draw
different Chinese characters using a special brush specifically
for Chinese calligraphy.

The second session for our group was a master class in knot
making. Our goal was to create a ‘pineapple man’, which
consisted of 5 reef knots and a few beads. We all really
enjoyed the experience of creating the figure.

At lunch time students from all schools came together for
Chinese style dishes such as duck and spring rolls. It gave
us time to speak to pupils from the other schools, some
had come as far as Shetland to be part of the event and had
travelled through the night to be there.

Our next lesson showed us how to prepare and cook spring
rolls and in the final session we learnt the Mandarin words
for all of the animals in the Chinese zodiac and created an
origami animal. As we left we were given a bag full of Chinese
themed gifts.

All of us found the day to be a very positive experience and
we are very glad that we could be part of it. The event taught
me lots of important things about Chinese culture and |
would definitely like to be part of the event next year.

Lewis Hanley, Lasswade High School
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China Club and the John Muir Project

With support from the John Muir Trust, CISS has created
an opportunity for Mandarin learning with the John Muir
Discovery Award. The pilot is a joint project between
China Club pupils from Lochend Community High School,
Glasgow and Huisen Secondary School, Tianjin, China.

The award enables participants to use language creatively
and become more aware of nature and the environment.
They also develop awareness of the differences and
similarities in their environmental space across the two
countries.

During their October break, China Club spent four days

in the great outdoors learning new Mandarin words and
phrases to do with the environment and creating Chinese
characters using the natural materials around them.
Pupils investigated air pollution and made posters in
Mandarin to highlight issues affecting their chosen area.
Participants in China will mirror these activities with
English words.

Throughout the project, Chinese and Scottish learners
keep a reflective diary, record their work, take photos and
finally make a video diary in both languages to share with
each other.

Autumn has been the perfect time for our participants
to get outside and appreciate the changing colours in
the landscape around them. They also discovered the
benefits of doing tai chi outside and how positively this
impacted upon their health and wellbeing.

China Club members will visit their partner school in
Chinain 2016. They will have a special ceremony where
they will all receive a certificate from the John Muir Trust in
recognition of their achievements.

This award helps participants to become responsible
global citizens, confident, proactive individuals,
successful learners and effective contributors in more
than one language! We hope that many other schools in
Scotland will welcome the opportunity to achieve a John
Muir Award through this approach.

Judith McKerrecher, CISS
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The Beauty of Wushu and Dance,
China Kaleidoscope

On the evening of Friday 25 September, schools

in Scotland were treated to a fantastic cultural
performance by the Capital University Physical
Education and Arts Troupe from China. The performance
took place in the Mitchell Theatre in Glasgow and

was organised in partnership with CISS at Strathclyde
University and the Confucius Institute at the University
of Glasgow. Participating schools included Greenwood
Academy, Bo’ness Academy, Our Lady’s High School in
Cumbernauld, Grangemouth High School, St Ninian’s
High School in Kirkintilloch and Sandwick Junior High
School. The Troupe had performed earlier that week at
Grange Academy, Kilmarnock.

The audience was treated to a range of dances and
martial arts displays which combined music, beautiful
costumes and traditional stories. Each performance
was different and had something new to display
about Chinese culture and history. The hosts, one of
whom was a former CISS Tianjin scholar, compered

in both Mandarin and English and there was even the
opportunity to go onto the stage and participate in a
martial arts session led by an Olympic champion.

Everyone enjoyed the hugely energetic acts and we were
all very impressed by the skill and fitness of the Troupe!

Judith McKerrecher, CISS
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Scholarship Showcase 2015

On Wednesday 12 August, the 12 Scottish
young people who were pioneers on the
very first Tianjin Scholarship, showcased
theiryearin China. The Scholarship
Showcase was held in the Technology
and Innovation Centre, at the University
of Strathclyde. The event was attended
by Dr Alasdair Allan MSP, the Vice Consul
General Zhang Huazhong, the upcoming
Tianjin Scholars of 2015-16 and family
and friends.

The showcase was an opportunity for the
scholars to demonstrate their language
skills and speak about their adventures
living and travelling in China. The
language level of all the scholars was
astounding as many of them recounted
their experiences in both Chinese and
English. It was hard to believe that they

had only been studying in China for a year.

Katie Hawkins, Project Coordinator

for CISS said, “Everyone at CISS is so
proud of what these young people have
achieved. They have grown in confidence
and become true global citizens!”

Natasha Bowman, CISS
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Headteacher Conference 2015

On the 29 of April 2015, CISS held its first international conference,
Leading Creativity in Education: a conversation with China. Delegates
were invited from across Scotland and from Tianjin. 24 headteachers
from China travelled over to Scotland for the conference to build links
with partner schools across the Confucius Classroom Hubs.

This conference provided a forum for sharing practice, policy
and creative approaches to the curriculum. The event was also
attended by Minister Counsellor for Education, Mr Shen Yang and
Fiona McLeod MSP.

Judith McKerrecher, CISS
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SCEN Ambassador Forum

On Thursday 8 October, the Scotland China Education Network
held its SCEN Ambassador Forum at Edinburgh Zoo. The

event saw Chinese learners from across Scottish schools
coming together in the Education Centre to celebrate their
achievements and to share experiences. Of course, the visit to
the zoo would not have been complete without the opportunity
to visit its most famous Chinese inhabitants: the pandas!

Students were treated to a series of talks including one from John
Somers, First Secretary for Scottish Affairs at the UK Embassy in
Beijing, who shared some important and valuable advice about
learning Chinese. We were also treated to a very entertaining talk
from Connor Cloughley who has recently returned from the CISS
Tianjin Scholarship programme 2014-2015 and had many stories
to share about his experiences and learning.

The afternoon was packed with inspiration, but the highlight
was hearing news from the students themselves. We were very
proud of all of the young people, and everyone present enjoyed
an inspirational, interesting and entertaining afternoon.

Judith McKerrecher, CISS

AHHEEER RS

10 A8 HEMN, J2hEEEERAER T #2617
TGRS . XTUE B WAE T 5K B I8 22 SR M IE 2 )
FAVER A P OFR S, ROUBATR S 2 AT 25
M. AR, WREAAN SRR L [H & A1 <&
R IXURVT R S Tl (3 3 A BE B2 T 5 K T

We N2 AN T2 T — RPN BRSNS, Hrh Ak E L ELEL
TUEPR 75 A% 22 5559 — 4 A A5 John Somers R PFE, Al AR 5K
T R TR S EEMAMENE M. 7HMN20145
201 54F B 75 % 22 v /N 2 AL 7 2 B 222 T H WINIJA K 9 Connor
Cloughley [F%AiHAT 1 —MHBEIEEN L, o TIRZ XK
ERILEOESUTE S DU &

BTSN, PSR i 2 2 A 1R B
CHEF . ROV A R NTgri, SN AMEL 7
ARIREIENT S AT S NIRRT

Judith McKerrecher Fiig22d/MEFLER
BE: FLBB

Thinking Inside and Outside the Box

CISS would like to invite schools to borrow our China resource
boxes which provide stimulus for creative ideas, provide
interdisciplinary experiences and support language learning
with a progressive approach.

The resources are adaptable for your own use and are intended
to provide an excellent means of supporting contextual
learning. Following this, you can share the work and
experiences of your learners in our new CISS ‘Outside the Box’
newsletter slot.

Boxes can be adapted for any stage of primary and in S1 and S2
in secondary.

Contact ciss-info@strath.ac.uk for more information.
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Visiting China

Visit of First Minister Nicola Sturgeon MSP
to China

CISS was delighted to be able to be part of the First Minister’s
first evervisit to China. At a special event organised by

the Scottish Office at the UK embassy in Beijing, the First
Minister met with 84 young people and their teachers who
were representing our Confucius Classroom Hubs at this
year’s Pupil Immersion Course in Tianjin.

The First Minister was impressed by the young people’s
newly acquired Kung Fu skills and genuinely moved by their
performance of Auld Lang Syne in both Scots and Mandarin.
In fact, meeting the young people, she went on to say, was
one of the highlights of her visit to China and she is keen to
hear more from them on their time spent in China.

Fhiona Fisher, CISS
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Pupil Perspective: South Ayrshire

In July | was fortunate enough to be chosen for the Pupil
Immersion Course. The trip was packed with different
cultural experiences. The Great Wall of China provided
some of the most beautiful sights | have ever seen; it’s
still surreal thinking about it. The landmarks we visited
fascinated me with their captivating history and culture.

On the final weekend we met the First Minister of
Scotland, Nicola Sturgeon, who was in China on an
official visit! We performed a Kung Fu routine for her
Pupil Immersion Course 2015 before she came round and met us all individually. This
experience gave me an insight into the Scottish and

84 pupils from Confucius Classroom Hubs across Scotland Chinese relationship.
travelled to China in July for the Pupil Immersion Course.

The immersion course demonstrated the importance of
language and communication. It has opened various
doors for many young people and has shown the
benefits of celebrating two different cultures coming

2015 YEMFEEASE together in unity.
W6 ai ni, zhongguo, Wo ai ni Tidnjin:
| love you China, | love you Tianjin.

Here are some of their experiences:

TFE, 3 3 A3 L, ’JE*"MM"WUIEI

e

Ben Lomako, Prestwick Academy
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Pupil Perspective: Midlothian
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Pupil Perspective: South Lanarkshire

On the trip we formed an amazing community with other
students. To have the opportunity to make these bonds with
locals in Tianjin and fellow students is what | feel was truly the
purpose of the trip: global friendship, citizenship and kindness.

Scott Renwick, Hamilton Grammar

| feel that going to China has definitely confirmed my choice to
learn Chinese at a higher level. Being constantly surrounded

by Chinese meant | was picking up different written words and
phrases as | went along. | would definitely recommend anyone to
take advantage of the same opportunity.

Tom Moffat, Hamilton Grammar

Learning about Chinese language and culture has made me
much more appreciative of different traditions, lifestyles and
hospitality. | really loved using the language in China to order
food, talk to local people and shop for Chinese wares. This
trip taught me so much about myself. Everyone should go and
immerse themselves in China!

Nathan Epemolu, Hamilton Grammar

Pupil Perspective: Angus

In Tianjin we visited a school and spent the day with a pupil &
their family. This allowed us to see the daily life of someone in

China and helped me with the language as | was able to speak to
them in Mandarin.

Anya Uchman, Carnoustie High School
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An international experience of home
Tianjin Scholar Erin has written to update us on her life so farin China:

| have now been living in China for almost 2 months, easing into my classes and getting to know the city. | am now used to the half
past six start and the crazy public transport. My level of Chinese is proficient enough to politely ask for a canteen meal and do my
shopping, and | have now joined a taekwondo club, a choir, and help with an English class on a Sunday morning. | can’t believe it has
been 2 months already. | am always surprised that | am living so comfortably here as though it were home.

Since the first week, | have been amazed at how easy it is to make friends here in the international building by just practising simple
Chinese in the lift, such as “NI h&o, nishi nd gué rén?” (“Hi, where are you from?”).

| don’t know what life in China would be like without my international friends. We celebrated the Autumn Moon Festival with our
Chinese friends who are both English majors and come from the south of China, swapping mooncakes and stories about festivals
and traditions. Our Chinese friends have taken us to many different places, such as the popular Chinese Karaoke place ‘KTV’, and
Haidilao hot pot restaurant. Meanwhile, we have been introducing our friends to a good bit of Scottish culture, allowing them to try
our shortbread and tablet and teaching them Scottish phrases.

Overall, | love life here. It’s strange to get used to, but | see my Mandarin improve with every interaction. It is all the people here
(Chinese, Scottish and international) that make me feel so at home.

Erin Duffy, Tianjin Scholar 2015-16
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Teacher Immersion Course 2015

26 teachers from across Scotland travelled to Beijing this
summer on the Teacher Immersion Course 2015. Here are some
of their experiences:

Along with 25 others, | spent a fortnight this summerin
Beijing. Our group was based at Beijing Language and Culture
University. Accommodation was quite luxurious compared to
the last student halls of residence | had experienced nearly,
ahem, a quarter of a century ago!

The language teaching was conducted almost completely in the
target language and focussed on pronunciation. It was teacher-
led and involved a lot of repetition, but our two teachers were
very sympathetic and encouraging.

The weather was in the high thirties/low forties throughout
our visit, with nightly storms to clear the air. Blue skies were a
rarity in Beijing but the pollution levels were less severe than
expected, although we did see Beijingers wearing face-masks.
We managed to tick off most of the city’s sights and, of course
the outdoor food-stalls. If fried-scorpion-on-a-stick isn’t for
you, then there are plenty of options available.

Since the trip several of us have signed up for Mandarin
courses. This will prove helpful as we seek to pass on our
knowledge of the Chinese language and culture to our pupils in
the years ahead.

James Poots, Lasswade High School
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The Beijing Teacher Immersion Course was two weeks of
immersion, with hardly a moment to come up for breath. Every
day was a learning opportunity. There was always something new
to see or experience about learning and teaching, life or about
myself. Everywhere you looked in Beijing there was something
interesting and different going on.

Joyce Murray, Banff Primary School
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Our teachers, Yu Miao and Zhang Li, were patient and
approachable and gave us language lessons that were a fantastic
foundation for any future study of Mandarin. By the end of the
course it was hard to believe how much progress we had made.

Gail Robertson, Monquhitter Primary School

FATZ I T BRANTREN 200 BAF S N, i A T 2 (0L
EROABATRORKIDGE ¥ S BUE | R HHEAt . BITRFEE R
i, FATAS HIEEE 2 AHELLE AR

Gail Robertson, Monquhitter/N
B Bk

Observing colleagues starting the language from scratch was
insightful, as | could make comparisons with these adult
language learners and the pupils in my own class. It was also
valuable to have the exchange of ideas and ways of working with
other colleagues on the course, particularly across the primary/
secondary divide.

Lynda Sutherland, Daviot Primary
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News from the Confucius Classroom Hubs
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Stirling Confucius Classroom Hub Launch
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On Tuesday 6 October, Stirling High School became the newest Confucius SRR 2SS, RIS TLE R E . B F
Classroom Hub in Scotland. — MR FIF K 1 Brachead /NS AT
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Guests were treated to a magnificent Scottish reception upon arrival when ”ii]i*éji{‘m X fﬁﬁ?%l’}j%’ AE‘ET/} ifﬁh
they were piped into the school by a talented Stirling High School student. F R T SR AEA TR B S R ZR . (R
This was followed by a visit to the impressive Confucius Classroom which f7 5% EHAR T E2 X — %), i T E
was decorated in traditional Chinese style and displayed impressive, KR .

colourful examples of student work and pictures of the students’ recent
immersion trip to Tianjin and Beijing. The ensuing tea ceremony, . e o e
demonstrated gracefully by the Qings, a special entertainment troupe from Jufhth Mc}(errecher Tk = AL
China, added to the ambience of the morning. . £

Speakers at the launch included Chinese Consul General
Mr Pan Xinchun, John Somers, First Secretary for Scottish
Affairs at the UK Embassy in Beijing and Headteacher
Patricia Scullion. We also heard from six fabulous senior
students who have just returned from an immersion
course in China and who captivated the audience with
their experiences.

The ceremony included entertaining performances from
the Qings who put on a fashion show of traditional
costumes and sang beautiful Chinese songs.

There was also a wonderful performance, by primary
pupils from Braehead Primary School, of a song from
“The Emperor’s Army” Scottish Opera project, followed
by musical recitals from Stirling High School students.
The launch was a great success and was enjoyed by all in
attendance.

Judith McKerrecher, CISS




Midlothian Confucius Classroom Hub Launch

Midlothian Council was very proud and honoured to launch the
Confucius Classroom Hub at Lasswade High School on Tuesday
28 April 2015. The Confucius Hub for Midlothian Council will
help expand the ambitious language and cultural learning
programme across the Lasswade catchment and create
opportunities in the Senior Phase for all of the Midlothian high
schools.

Honoured guests included Vice Consul General Zhang Huazhong,
Dr Alasdair Allan MSP and Kenneth Lawrie, Chief Executive of
Midlothian Council. In addition Mrs Du Hongmei from Tianlin No
3 Middle School, Shanghai and the headteacher of Tianjin No 25
High School, Mr Li Zhongyi, were in attendance. The Shanghai
partnership school was visiting Lasswade and the Chinese
students sang at the Opening Ceremony.

The ceremony was compered by Hannah Darling (Ss5), who is a
SCEN Zoo Ambassador following Lasswade’s successful trip to
Ya’an in Sichuan Province and the Bifengxia Panda Reserve last
October.

Mr Williamson welcomed the guests of honour after an
introduction in Mandarin and several references to Chinese
proverbs relating to education. The headteacher highlighted
the importance of learning Mandarin for raising ambition and
aspiration, and predicted that they will witness a Lasswade
student graduating with a degree in Mandarin in the not too
distant future.

Lasswade’s school choir, concert and ceilidh band provided
musical entertainment complemented by the Chinese choir.
The event was brought to a successful close with the ceremony
to hand over the Midlothian plaque and a joint rendition of
Auld Lang Syne, well known in China as the ‘Friendship Song’.

Colin Mitchell, Lasswade High School
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Braes builds links with China

Having established a link with Tianjin No. 14 High
School, pupils and staff from Braes High School in

Falkirk made their first pupil visit to the school in
June. Having discussed and planned curricular links
through art, geography and physical education, it
was good to see pupils in classes working alongside
Chinese students to gain a deeper understanding of
their culture and education system.

gt‘) éf.ngs gk,

In addition, the group invited pupils from China to take part in the RED Book Award,

which is a celebration of books and reading. They delivered twenty books and the plan
is that students in China will Read, Enjoy and Debate the books, finally voting for their
favourite, alongside our students from Falkirk and other participating countries. We look
forward to hearing their views on our books. Further cementing our partnership, Braes
High School welcomed three staff and twelve students from Tianjin No 14 High School,
in August. The week consisted of a variety of new experiences, from cake decorating to
canoeing, the Kelpies to the Castle, trampolining to ceilidh dancing — a great time was
had by all! We look forward to a long standing partnership between the two schools and
our exchange visits were certainly a great start.

Marjorie Cotter, Braes High School




Creating a Chinese Garden at Queen Anne

As part of the senior Complementary Curriculum and Confucius
Classroom at Queen Anne High School we have been given the
task of creating a Chinese Garden within the grounds of our
school. None of us have any experience of garden design and
little knowledge of gardening, so we went to the Edinburgh
Botanic Gardens to talk with some experts. The Botanic Gardens
have long established links with China and have a Chinese
hillside.

We were introduced to Martin Dickson, an expert on Chinese
botany, who works at the Kunming Institute of Botany in
Yunnan, southern China. He gave us a really interesting and
detailed introduction into the history of the links between
Scotland and China.
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We gained information about the various elements of Chinese
gardens which are as important as the plants, such as the
walls, structures (a ting or traditional small pavilion), paths
and water. We learned about how the gardens try to find a
balance between the forces or energy and how the idea is to
bring the natural landscape into the city. The Chinese have
been creating imperialistic gardens since 600AD and there is
evidence of these as far back as 220BC.

In China the plants are associated with different symbolic
meanings and aspects of life. Peonies symbolise wealth and
elegance, chrysanthemums mean longevity and peaches
signify immortality.

We were taken on a tour of the Chinese hillside, shown its
various elements and looked at some medicinal plants
which are very important in China. When we returned to

the classroom Martin helped develop our garden plans and
advised us on the practicalities of working with the various
businesses that will support us with this project, to make it a
success.

Euan Nicoll and Alice Black, Queen Anne High School
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St Ninian’s celebrates Mid-Autumn Festival

At the end of September, pupils from St Ninian’s High School, East
Renfrewshire were given the opportunity to take part in Chinese
Mid-Autumn Festival cultural events.

The week began with a Chinese painting class led by a professional
Chinese artist, ShiYan. Everyone had the chance to get involved
and left with impressive paintings of many Chinese artistic
themes. Pupils were taught to paint birds, bamboo, and full moon
drawings, which are all key elements of traditional Chinese art.

S5 were honored to be invited to attend a Chinese dance show

in Glasgow’s Mitchell Theatre, where they watched Kung Fu and
martial arts performances. These included renowned performers,
such as Zhao Qianjian - a martial arts master who competed in the
2008 Beijing Olympic Games. Pupils expressed their sheer delight
with the show and undoubtedly had a night they will never forget!

Our eventful week concluded with a celebration party for Mid-
Autumn Festival & Chinese National Day, where performances such
as Chinese dance, Chinese poems and Chinese songs were given.
This was a particularly interesting event and we all learned a great
deal about historical Chinese customs.

These events helped pupils to gain further insight into the
importance and significance of the Mid-Autumn Festival!

Ellena Zhou, St Ninian’s High School
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Our Lady’s High School welcomes
partner school pupils

A group of 24 pupils and teachers from Tianjin High School
visited our school on Thursday 20 August. Our Mandarin pupils
were very pleased to accompany our Chinese visitors to their
timetabled classes during the day and the Chinese visitors were
able to get a flavour of each of the subjects, which they found
different and fascinating. Tianjin pupils were very excited to learn
about the differences in school life in Scotland. Our pupils were
able to learn a couple more Chinese words. The highlight of the
visit came when both Scottish and Chinese pupils took partin a
group skipping rope activity. They all had a lot of fun!




At the end of the visit, Mr Danny McNulty, headteacher of OLHS
presented a gift to our visitors. It is a wonderful opportunity for
our pupils to be connected with our partner school in China.

In other news Mrs Kong has just started visiting Buchanan High
School, which offers a curriculum for pupils with additional
support needs. Mrs Kong met with a group of S4 and S5 Social
Studies pupils who were doing a research project on China.

Mrs Kong was very impressed by the pupils’ level of interest and
knowledge of China. At the end, pupils also got the opportunity
to try Chinese paint brushes and shuttlecocks.

North Lanarkshire Confucius Classroom Hub is continuing its
efforts to connect with the local community as well as other

schools to support their learning of Chinese language and culture.

Gemma Durnan, Our Lady’s High School
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Perth High School pupil through to speaking competition final

(T
On Saturday 13 June, | went to Edinburgh to \ g1
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participate in the 13th UK Mandarin speaking
competition. It was a great experience. There
were 3 competitions in different rooms at

the same time and | was in the main room as
one of the hosts, representing Scottish non-
native speakers.
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Being a host was a great experience and
gave me a lot of confidence because | had
to introduce each participant and a number
of important people to a large audience,
including the President of the UK Chinese
Education Association.

One of the other hosts was also a Scottish student; he was from Edinburgh and had just finished
Advanced Higher Mandarin. Talking to him about his experience inspired me to take Advanced
Higher myself next year.

My own speech for the competition didn’t go as well as | had hoped, but | made it to the finals,
which will take place next year, so I’'m really happy and | am now practising for it.

| find Mandarin easier than Latin languages like English or French, because the grammar is not as
difficult. | quite enjoy doing Mandarin homework and | always do it to the best of my ability and
usually get it done in not much time at all. Even if | don’t have any Mandarin homework | will try and
revise the words and phrases | am learning; it’s much easier now | have a learning Chinese app on
my phone.

| know that having the skill of speaking another language, particularly one which most people find
difficult, will increase my chances of getting into a good university and will be great for my future career.

William Cox, Perth High School
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Success in Shanghai for
Bannerman High

Ni hdo! We are the pupils from Bannerman
High School who were given the amazing
opportunity to travel to Shanghai and take part
in the Shanghai International Friendship Camp
inJune 2015.

Our trip inspired each of us in so many ways.

It was incredible to experience Chinese culture
first hand. We wish we could have spent longer
in Shanghai, to visit more museums, see more
landmarks and learn more about the amazing
culture.

We took part in a lot of activities while at the
camp, such as learning the art of Chinese
painting, visiting the Oriental Pearl TV Tower,
and spending two days with a family from
Shanghai. The highlight was coming 2nd
place in the exhibition for the Theme Show on
Nations.

It was amazing to have the chance to go to
Shanghai, it was the experience of a lifetime.

Emma Hastings, Alicia Harvey and Heather
Finlay, Bannerman High School
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Universal Connections prepare for
Chinese New Year

The Scottish Dragons have been preparing for their annual
Chinese New Year celebrations. The group has recently
undertaken an 8 week programme of lion dance training and
drumming lessons. The group will perform the traditional
Chinese activity to their family, friends and peers.

The group is also preparing to visit China next April where they
will also perform the lion dance for their Tianjin hosts at Tianjin
High School No 3. The young people thoroughly enjoyed their
experience and are looking forward to performing the act later in
the year.

Some of the young people shared their thoughts of the
experience:

“I really enjoyed the lion dance and learning about the real
culture of China.”

“I loved it! Learning the lion dance routine was hard but when |
saw the video it was well worth it.”

“l opted to learn the drumming. | loved it, the sound was
immense.”

All of the group will continue to practise the routine for the
upcoming performances and are looking forward to learning

more about Chinese culture.

Universal Connections, South Lanarkshire
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Dragon murals at James Young High School

We were given the job of designing and making the dragons

by our art teachers. Our task was to put all the aspects of real
Chinese dragons onto MDF, incorporating the bright colours and
unique designs of Chinese dragons.

We began by talking to our Mandarin teachers at school about
the different aspects that make up a dragon. They went on to
explain that a dragon was made up of a horse’s head, a snake’s
body, the tail of a lion, the antlers of a deer, the talons of an
eagle and fish scales. This research would help us later on when
we went on to design our very own dragons.

We drew these animal parts from pictures and then moved on to
drawing a basic dragon’s head. We added a body and feet to it,
remembering to incorporate all the animal parts.

We went over our designs with black pen, adding patterns and
shapes as we went along. Then with a partner, we combined our
two designs to make one dragon. We compiled our designs onto
progress boards to be displayed throughout the school.

Our teacher, Mr Smolak put together a final design that
incorporated parts of everyone’s individual dragons. Pieces of
MDF were measured and cut out; they were sanded down to a
smooth edge and then painted with a cream starting colour.
Everyone was given a separate piece of MDF on which to draw a
design on. Once this was completed we painted them.

There were two dragons; one was painted gold, white, black
and red, the other was silver, blue, black and white. After three
months of hard work a selection of pupils, supervised by Mr
Smolak, attached the finished dragons to the wall for all to see.

Catherine Orpin, James Young High School
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