Mandarin Learning Framework (Revised September 2025) Beginners — Stage 1

Note: These lessons provide a Progression pathway through the Mandarin language for beginners in the BGE. Lesson 19 is a stand-alone
lesson for Chinese New Year.

Experiences and Skills Learning Revised Language | New Suggestions and ideas for
Outcomes Intentions Language Assessment [ Success Criteria
| can share simple facts | L&T - LI: To explore Introduce Pinyin / | can identify China on a map
about features of lifein | Organising similarities and Characters [ Tones | can discuss some geographical features of
some of the countries and using differences China, for example, important cities, human-
where the language | information between nihdo {R&F made and natural landmarks and the national
am learning is spoken. Scotland and zaijian B flag.
MLAN 2-09a China. xiexie st I can demonstrate understanding of basic

‘ Reading - Zhonggué & cultural'references to' China, for example, food
By comparing the to appreciate and national celebrations.

lifestyle and culture of

other

| can identify some similarities and differences

citizens in another cultures. between Scotland and China, for example, the
country with those of school day, the climate, the population and
Scotland, I can discuss currencies.
the similarities and | can compare and contrast some aspects of
differences. the lifestyle and culture of the citizens of
SOC 2-19a Scotland and China.
| can say what Pinyin and Characters are.
| can say some common words in Chinese, e.g./
hello, goodbye, thanks, China.
I can find out information about China by
reading and discussing reference books and
online articles.
| explore how gesture, L&T - Ll: To greet Pinyin, Characters, | Zuijin z&nme yang? - | | can respond appropriately when greeted in
expression and Listening and | others using Tones How are things? Chinese.
emphasis are used to Talking with some polite | can use some social terms to begin and end
help understanding. | others phrases. nihio {R#F Ting hdo de - pretty | interactions.
can listen and respond zaijian B good | can use my Listening and Talking skills
to familiar voices in xiexie gt appropriately with a Language Partner.

short, predictable




conversations using
straightforward
language and non-
verbal techniques as
appropriate such as
gesture and eye
contact. MLAN 2-02a

Hai xing — not bad

Bu z€nme yang - not
so good

Ni ne? - How about
you?

(alternative
greetings -
ni hdo ma?
wo hén hdo,
wo bl hao)

| can respond appropriately to questions
about myself using sentences, phrases, words
and gestures such as nodding and/or pointing.
| can apply non-verbal techniques when
engaging with others, for example, eye
contact, facial expressions and/or body
language.

| take an active part in
daily routines,
responding to
instructions, which are
accompanied by

gesture and expression.

MLAN 2-01b

| can ask for help
confidently using
learned phrases and
familiar language.
MLAN 2-04a

Listening and
Talking -
listening and
talking with
others

L.l: To follow
some simple
classroom

instructions.

Zuijin z&nme yang?
- how are things?

Ting hdo de -
pretty good

Hai xing — not bad
BU zé€nme yang -
not so good

Nine? -how
about you?

Téngxuémen hao -
hello, class

Laoshi hdo - hello,
teacher

Shang ke - lesson is
starting

Xia ké - lessonis
finished

Dao - here

Classroom
Instructions e.g/
zuo xia - Sit down
qing jin - comein,
please

qing ting - please
listen

anjing - quiet

ging kan - please
look

gi i — stand up

| can demonstrate an understanding of a range
of classroom instructions through, for
example, physical movement, carrying out
some tasks or responding in Chinese.

| can play games to demonstrate my
understanding of simple instructions.

| understand when and how to use,’ ging’.

I can listen and respond at the appropriate
time to others by answering and asking simple
questions, applying previously rehearsed
language.

In the target language, | can request that
others, for example, ‘repeat’ or ‘slow down’.

| can collaborate with others to play a variety
of games in the target language such as
playground games, board and card games in
digital and traditional formats.




ju shdu - raise your
hand

Qing zaishud yibian
- please say it again

Qing gén wo shuod -
please say after me.

| explore the patterns L&T - LI: To count, Téngxuémen hao - | Numbers 1-10 I can listen to, repeat and demonstrate
and sounds of language | Listening for | recognise and hello, class ~ . -~ .. | understanding of numbers to 10.

) > ) . Yi, ér, san, si, wq, lit, . ) .
through songs and information write Laoshi hdo - hello, | can use Chinese numbers whilst participating
rhymes and show characters for teacher qi, ba, jiu, shi. in number games and activities.
understanding and numbers to 10. | Shang ké - lesson | can read, recognise and put into order
enjoyment by listening, | Writing - is starting - characters for numbers to 10.
joining in and organising Xia ké —lesson is o N = A, | can use numbers to 10 to help me learn the
responding. MLAN 2-01a | and using finished RS “AAPAN four tones.

information o+ | can write characters for numbers to 10.

With support, | am Dao - here | can actively participate in number songs,
beginning to rhymes and poems in Chinese.

experiment with writing Classroom | can count objects in Chinese.

in the language | am Instructions

learning.

MLAN1-13

| can recognise and Reading - Ll: To count, Numbers 1-10 Numbers 11-99 | can listen to, repeat and understand numbers
comment on other Using recognise and s a to 99.

) Y1, er, san, si, wu, . . e
features of my own knowledge write Learn how to form | can use Chinese numbers whilst participating
language which help to | about characters for | lit, gi, ba, jit, shi. bigger numbers in number games and activities.
make sense of words in | language numbers from | can read, recognise and put into order
the language | am 11-99 _ characters for bigger numbers.
learning. - = = A | can fill in the missing characters for numbers
MLAN 2-11d AV TPAY between 11-99.

.+ | can look for patterns in numbers to help me
form bigger numbers.
I explore simple songs L&T - LI: To take part | Nihdo  {R%¥F Nijiao shénme? I can listen and respond appropriately to

and rhymes and | enjoy
learning with others as

Listening and

in a simple
conversation to

R A7
What are you called?

others by answering and asking simple
questions about myself and others.




we talk and listen Talking with share Zuijin zénme yang? | Wéjiao | can share simple, personal information about
together. others information - how are things? FHo—— myself.
MLAN 2-05a about myself. 5 NI ji sui? {RJ1.%57? | can use my knowledge of numbers to talk
Ting hdo de - How old are you? about my age.
pretty good Wo sul. I can find my Chinese name and tell it to
] others.
Hai xing - not bad % 7 | can use polite social terms to begin and end
B z&nme yang - interactions.
| can talk, for example, about myself and
not so good . . .
others, with an increasing range of vocabulary.
Nine? -how | can listen, take turns and contribute
about you? appropriately when engaging with others in
increasingly sustained conversations and role-
zaijian B plays, albeit using simple and familiar language
structures.
Numbers 1-10
| canread and Reading - LI: To develop Characters for Introduction to | can identify and read some simple characters.
demonstrate finding and an Numbers 1-10 characters / | can begin to identify some Chinese
understanding of using understanding pictograms / radicals | characters that derive from pictograms.
words, signs, phrases information of how Chinese | —, —, =, M, - focus on Reading | can recognise some simple Chinese radicals.
and simple texts charactersare | f, X, +t, /\, | can sort unfamiliar characters by radicals to
containing mainly Using formed. A, + Sorting characters begin to identify their meanings.
familiar language. knowledge by radicals | can sequence characters for numbers to 10.
MLAN 2-08 about (e.g/ fire, water, | can use resources such as word mats, word
language grass, bamboo, lists and flashcards to support understanding

| experiment with new
language, working out
the meaning of words
and phrases using
vocabulary | have
learned so far.

MLAN 2-11c

animal, mouth)

of unfamiliar vocabulary and to cross-check
words or phrases.

| can write simple characters while keeping
stroke order in mind.

| can label pictures using both Pinyin and
Chinese characters.

| can copy characters when demonstrated,
using Chinese character paper or a water mat
and brush.




| can produce labels in Chinese Characters for
objects in the classroom and around the
school.

| can use ICT when appropriate to check words
and to produce written text in different
formats.

When listening and

talking with others, | am

developing an

awareness of when to
listen and when to talk.

| am learning new

words which | use to
share information about

myself and others.
MLAN 2-03a

L&T -
Listening and
talking with
others

Reading
(characters)

LI: To use
names for
some family
members
whilst talking
with others.

Note to CETs
we need to be
sensitive when
talking about
family with
pupils. Please
don’t make
assumptions,
always use
fictional
families in your
lessons and Q
and A and
avoid asking
pupils about
their own
families.

Nijiao shénme?
Woéjiao

Ni ji sui?

Wo sui.

1R,

Mama #5335
Baba #&
Jigjig 1HLH
Meimei TRk
Gégé Ef&F
Didi 3

Wé de F M
Ni de {/REY

You B
Méiydu 3%H

Zhé shiwo....

| can say the names for some family members.
| can translate Chinese names for family
members into English.

| can collaborate with others in a range of
activities to talk about family, for example,
short role plays, animated/ recorded
dialogues, games and performances.

| can identify radicals which indicate female
family members.

| can use ‘de’ to indicate possession.

| can talk about myself and others, with an
increasing range of vocabulary.

| can work collaboratively on speaking tasks,
conveying personal information and
information about others.




9 | can listen to and show | Listening and | LI: To use my Mama {545 Use words for | can discuss the differences between the
understanding of Talking - knowledge of Baba #& Classroom Objects sounds of English and Chinese.
familiar instructions and | Listening for | tones to Jigjie AR to focus on tones | am aware of the four tones used in Chinese
language from familiar | Information pronounce Meimei %kt and possession, eg, | speech.
voices and sources. words clearly. Céga Shar sha B | can identify the tones used when hearing
MLAN 2-01¢ Focus on D\dg o L. some familiar words and phrases.
Tones idl 5658 Chizi RF | can mimic the sounds | hear when listening to
Identifying \ Bi & a Chinese speaker.
tonesin W6 de A I can talk about objects | own (e.g. W6 de
i de {REY Qianbi $8% ) &
spoken words Ni de {; o e Shabao FHHED) using the correct tones.
You & Bijibén EigAK
Méi you 3%4 Shabao 6
Zhéshiwg.......
10 I work on my own and Reading - LI: To use my Numbers 1-12 Using patterns to | can use my knowledge of numbers to 12 to
with others to Finding and knowledge of e introduce days of help me learn the Days of the Week and the
. . Y1, er, san, si, wu,
understand text using using numbers to the week and Months of the Year.
appropriate resources, information find the days of | lit, gi, ba, jiu, shi, months of the year. | | can sequence labels in Pinyin and Characters

demonstrating my
understanding by
matching written words
to pictures and by
reconstructing the text
in a logical sequence,
for example.

MLAN 2-08a

the week, the
months of the
year and to

form the date.

shiy1, shi'er

- = = m,
ENE TN
A=+

Xingqi yi, £ H#i—
xinggqi'er, 28—
xinggisan, 2=
xingqisi, &2 #rm
xinggiwt, 255 FH
xinggilit, 2H#77x
xingqini 251H

Yiyue, —H
eryue, —H
sanyue, =8
siyue¢, [MAB
wi yué L B
libyue, XA
giyue, £H
bayué, /\B

for Days of the Week and Months of the Year.
| can create a Chinese class calendar.

| can create a sentence using time vocabulary
correctly (i.e/ at the beginning of the
sentence).

| can say, recognise and write dates in
Mandarin.

| can match images to appropriate text in the
target language.

| can sequence pictures/labels to order key
events in a text written in the target language.
| can summarise the text in English.

I can tell you when my, and my friends’
birthdays are.




jiuyue, LA
shiyue, +H
shiyiyué +—H
shi'eryue +—H

jin tian shi
SRE....

W9 de shéngri shi shi

yue jit hao. My
birthday is 9t

October.
rnEH/hao S
1 | explore comparisons Listeningand | LI: To use Mama {545 héngse 41 & | can talk about the importance of certain

and connections Talking - names of Baba &% [lse Gt colours in Chinese culture
between sound Organising colours when Jigjie AR huangsé # I can learn names for some colours and use
patterns in different and Using listening and Meimei Bkt lanse &G them in games and activities
languages through play, | Information, | talking with Gege I heise 2 & | can identify written names of colours by the
discussion and others and to o L . character, ‘&’

) ) . ) Didi £ 38 baisé A chéngse .
experimentation. Using recognise some - | can use the names of some colours in a short
MLAN 2-07a knowledge of their . . we question and answer with my Language

about characters. W8 de K zZise £ & Partner.
| can use my knowledge | language NI de A z0ngsé 1788 | can recognise familiar words in different
about language and fénhodngse M4l & contexts, for example, in short stories, games
pronunciation to ensure You B Zhe shi shénme and rhymes.
that others can Méi ydu 7% yanse?
understand me when | XEH4ge?
read aloud or say zhéshi......
familiar words, phrases XE.....
and short texts. @ se
MLAN 2-07b
12 | use my knowledge Listening and | L.I: To use héngse Z1 ¢ Clothing vocabulary, | | can use a few simple adjectives such as those
about language and Talking / adjectives to llise & e.g/ related to size or colour
success criteria to help | Writing describe hudngsé & I can work with others to plan and check

me, and | can check that

lansé &

Kuzi #&F

written work.




I have written familiar Using clothes and héise 2 Chénshan %2 I can use support such as a word mat, cloze
words and phrases knowledge objects. baise A& QuUNnzi &F activities or writing frames to produce written
accurately. about chéngse 15 Maozi TEF text in the target language.
MLAN 2-14a language Zise £ Maoyi E7k | can colo'ur oi?jects correctly when given

Z6ngse 126 prom.pts in Chn‘wese. . .

. o De - | can identify pictures being described

fénhdngse ML E according to size and colour.

Zhé shi shénme Da X

yanse? Xido /\

Xt Ame?

zhéshi Phrases to describe

XEo o o colour of clothes,

e.g./
& se
Lan chénshan, héng
You H kuzi
Méi you ;3XF
13 | can use familiar Writing - L.I: To say or héngse 41 W6 xihuan | can create simple texts about foods | like and
language to describe organising write simple [lise FE& W4 bu xihuan— dislike, in Pinyin or in characters.
myself and to exchange | and using sentences, huangse % | can create a word bank of food and drink
straightforward information using Pinyinor | 14 ca verbs: vocabulary.
information. characters, to héise chi nz | can use phrases for ‘I like’ and ‘1 don’t like’ in
. gise R ) .
MLAN 2-13b say what I like L he I8 different contexts, e.g., with colours.
or dislike. bal,se E!@K | can use ‘AN’ to create a negative statement.

cl’u?ngse Be Question word: | can use food and drink vocabulary in games

zisé K& shén me f+4.? and activities.

z20ngse 17 | can identify the characters for ‘eat’ and

fénhéngsé Ml

Food and Drink
vocab, e.g/
IS

Jido zi I F
Miantido E %
Shui 7K

‘drink’, which derive from pictograms.

| can use two verbs together, for example,
‘I like to eat...’

| can discuss the foods and drinks | like and
dislike with my Language Partner.




Cha %%
Kaféi [nmE

Kuaizi L

| can discuss modern Chinese food culture,
e.g./ snacks, treats, ordering in a restaurant,
using chopsticks etc.

14 | explore how gesture, Listeningand | L.: Totalkand | Wdjiao Putting together | can respond appropriately to simple
expression and Talking - write about Wéo sul. language learned to | questions about myself.
emphasis are used to listeningand | myself. R, F date | can talk about my likes and dislikes with
help understanding. | talking with increasing confidence.
can listen and respond others wo xihuan | can use a few simple adjectives such as those
to familiar voices in Writing - wo bl xtihuan— Pets /| Animals related to size or colour.
short, predictable organising e.g./ I can listen and respond at the appropriate
conversations using and using Colours time to others by answering and asking simple
straightforward information Food Vocabulary Gou - ¥ questions.
language and non- Family Members Mao - 3% | can write a simple text, in Pinyin and / or
verbal techniques as Nido - 15 characters, sharing information about myself.
appropriate such as You & Yi- | can share my likes and dislikes in writing.
gesture and eye Méi yéu 3% Xiéngmao - BE3H I can work with others to plan and check
contact. MLAN 2-02a written work.

I can use support such as online translation

| have opportunities to tools, word banks, ICT, cloze activities or
express myself in writing frames to produce written text in the
writing, exploring and target language.
experimenting with
words and phrases
using resources, to
ensure my writing
makes sense.
MLAN 2-13a

15 | use the support of Reading - L.I: To use Pronouns Putting together | can confidently use a word mat, sentence
others and access using online Ni {R language learned to | builder grid or picture dictionary to help me
appropriate reference knowledge resources, wWo date write in Pinyin and/or characters.
materials of my choice about picture | can use online tools and resources, such as
to help me plan my language dictionaries and | wg xihuan Sports Language Google Translate and handwriting recognition

writing in ways that
engage my reader,

word mats to

W6 bu xthuan—

D& 7,
Ti 5

software, to help me find the words | need.




using ICT when Writing — support my Food Vocabulary Kan & | can create my own resources to help me
appropriate. Organising learning. write, for example, word lists with vocabulary
MLAN 2-12a and using lanqgid KTk learned so far.
information L.I: To talk and zaqit BB | can use a variety of familiar resources to
write about pingpang git support my understanding of simple texts.
some Sports, FER | can identify words in the target language
using verbs for bangqit #3 which are similar in ('jlfferent Iang'l{ages to
‘play’, ‘watch’ . . support understanding of unfamiliar words.
and ‘like’. wangqid Pk s | can identify parts of speech such as nouns,
ganlanqid IR adjectives, adverbs and verbs after discussion
in English.
| can use familiar pronouns with Sports
Vocabulary.

16 | experiment with new Reading, L.I: To talk to D& #T, Words and phrases | can talk about myself, my likes, dislikes and
language, working out Listening and | each other Tii5 for hobbies, e.g/ hobbies.
the meaning of words Talking about our Kan & | can incorporate new language into a spoken
and phrases using hobbies. Kan dianying - & or written self-introduction.
vocabulary I have - Using TR 1angid g | can ask q.ue.stions of others about how they
learned so far. knowledge 23 26qid Kan dianshi -& 5 31 spenq thelr time.

MLAN 2-11¢ about EER Shangwing - - I c§n lqentlfy parts of speech sucl? as n(?un§,
language 7o B M3i dongxi - 258 adjectives, adverbs, verbs after discussion in
pingpang qit, 12l dongxi = SRF | English.
#3R bangqiu Kan sha _E:B_ .| Ican apply this knowledge of grammatical
MEK wangqid Wan youxi - Ul | siructures as appropriate when reading in the
AR ganlangia | Tng yinyué - T & /R | target language to support comprehension.
Ni de aihao shi
shénme?
W0 de aihao shi
BHEFE...

17 | explore simple songs L&T - L.I:To Revise key, New vocabulary | can give a personal response to stories,
andrhymes and | enjoy | Listeningand | participate in previously-learned | from simple stories, | songs, rhymes and poems in Chinese.
learning with othersas | talking with songs and language in songs | poems, songs and | can recognise and translate simple/key words
we talk and listen others rhymes, or texts used. texts. and phrases into English.

together.
MLAN 2-05a

recalling key




words and | can demonstrate understanding of songs,
phrases. rhymes, poems and games through
appropriate actions, gestures and mime.
| can use contextual clues to infer the meaning
of any new vocabulary.
18 | can take part L&T - L.I: To work Nihio {R¥F Vocabulary to I can work with others to create role plays and
effectively in prepared Listening and | with others to Zuijin z&nme yang? | support dialogues.
conversations by talking with write and ting hdo de development of a | can use IT to create recorded dialogues and
sharing information others perform a hai xing dialogue of pupils’ performances.
about myself and Chinese BU z&nme yang choice. | can use the language | have learned so far to
others or interests of dialogue. N ne? create an interesting dialogue.
my choice, using zaijian | can listen and respond at the appropriate
familiar vocabulary and | Writing - time to others by answering and asking simple
basic language Organising Ni jiao shénme? questions, applying previously rehearsed
structures. and using Wsjiao language.
MLAN 2-03b information Ni ji sui? | can listen, take turns and contribute
Wo sui. appropriately when engaging with others in
| have opportunities to R, B increasingly sustained conversations and role-
express myself in W& xihuan plays, albeit using simple and familiar language
writing, exploring and wd bl xthuan— structures.
experimenting with With support from reference materials, | can
words and phrases produce written work in the target language
using resources, to which is mostly accurate in terms of basic
ensure my writing grammar such as use of verbs, adjectives and
makes sense. word order.
MLAN2-13a
19 This section can be used | L&T - L.I: To use . v e Lv s 12
. . . Yi, ér, san, si, wi, shu, nig, hu, tu, 16ng, . .
at Chinese New Year. Listening and | vocabulary for | can give a personal response to stories,
Talking with animals and lit, qi, ba, jit, shi, shé, ma, yang, hdu, songs, rhymes and poems related to Chinese
| car.1 ‘participate in. others numbers to shiyi, shi'er fi, gou, zh New \(ear. ‘
familiar collaborative help tell the | can listen to and retell stories related to
activities including Organising story of the - = Chinese New Year.
. . : . . - =, = M . . . . .
games, paired speaking | and using Chinese Zodiac. . | can identify some ways in which Chinese
and short role plays. Information oA N, B T people celebrate Chinese New Year.

MLAN 2-05b

L.I: To plan and
take partin the

BE
B0
o

5

| can participate in games and activities related
to Chinese Festivals.




| can deliver a brief
presentation on a
familiar topic using
familiar language and
phrases.

MLAN 2-06a

| have worked with
others, using a variety
of media including ICT
where appropriate, and
can contribute
successfully to a
presentation in English,
supported by use of the
language | am learning,
on an aspect of life in a
country where the
language | am learning
is spoken.

MLAN 2-06b

Reading -
Reading to
appreciate
other cultures

Reading for
interest and
enjoyment

celebration of a
Chinese
festival.

.,
+=

+—

Gou - i
Mao - ¥
Nido - &
Yi- &

Xiéngmao - BEIH

(focussing on
current year and

pupil’s birth years).

I can collaborate with others to play a variety
of games in the target language such as
playground games, board and card games in
digital and traditional formats.

I can help my class to plan and participate in a
celebration of Chinese New Year.

| can tell you my Chinese Zodiac animal in
Mandarin.

| can research some key cultural differences
between Scotland and China, such as
differences in school systems, foods, how
festivals are celebrated.

| can demonstrate understanding of what |
have learned through creating presentations
in English to pass on my knowledge to others.




