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Engineering students benefit
from cross cultural learning

IAESTE visits
offer valuable
overseas
experience

Magnus Currie, a Civil Engineering
MEng graduate, bolstered his
professional experience in
Finland through participation
in the IAESTE (International
Association for the Exchange of
Students for Technical Experience)

programme.
His experience in the cross-cultural
learning  programme  provided

practical experience which Magnus
now takes into PhD study within
the Faculty of Engineering. The
IAESTE experience is considered
useful for the career development
of young engineers and scientists
who have just come through their
undergraduate studies.

IAESTE is an organisation
dedicated to high quality practical
training  exchange  programme

between its members in order to
enhance technical and professional

development and to

promote
international understanding and
goodwillamongst students, academic
institutions, employers and the
wider community. Magnus Currie
undertook his placement at the
Helsinki University of Technology
in Finland where the placement
created the opportunity for him to
be involved in research examining
‘Life-saving’ asphalt design for
roads. “This has helped me improve
both my technical and social skills,”
Magnus said.

Magnus was one of the nine
finalists invited to present his
findings at the prestigious IAESTE
Trainee of the Year Award held in the

ICE headquarters in London. The
young engineers competed before a
panel of judges, giving presentations
on the benefits of international
training they experienced through
undertaking JAESTE placements.

The TAESTE programme is based
on a ‘one out one in’ system whereby
the Universities must offer a 10-week
placement for overseas students so
as to allow one of their students to
travel abroad. For summer 2009,
the Department of Civil engineering
hosted a student from Switzerland
in a joint agreement with Morrison
Construction. The guest was
scheduled to spend 5 weeks within
the Department and another 5 weeks
employed on the M74 Interlink
project in Glasgow.
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Halcrow
lectures target
engineers of
tomorrow

The leading engineering firm
Halcrow has teamed up with the
University of Strathclyde to offer
an insightful series of lectures
to civil engineering students.
Halcrow has over the years
offered single lectures to some
modules. However recently the
firm has extended the offer to
share knowledge with students.
The engineering consultancy
firm will now be presenting four
‘Halcrow Management Insight’
lectures to civil engineering
students at various stages of their
education.

During the last academic
session, students were invited to
the company’s City Park offices
for a series of unique lectures
delivered by a wide range of
engineering professionals,
including graduate engineers,
experienced project managers
and senior directors. The lectures
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included ‘video postcards’ from
Kat Kelly, a graduate engineer
based in Glasgow, currently
working for Halcrow on a major
construction work development
in Dubai.

Donald Bell, Regional Director
for Halcrow said: “T am delighted
that Strathclyde and Halcrow are
to work closely on developing the
skills of engineering students. By
creating and nurturing new links,
we are forging an important
relationship between education
and industry and building on the
students’ knowledge and ability.
As a company, one of our core
values is to advance our skills and
experience — we want to share
these with the engineering stars
of the future”
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