
The Open Campus 
Open Studies Certificate in Social Policy 

In association with the School of Social Work and Social Policy 
 
How do we ensure that everyone has access to a warm, secure home? Why do some students thrive 
at school and others don’t? Does inequality lead to higher rates of crime? Why is poverty increasing 

in the UK? How far should the state act to ensure minimum standards of welfare? Does the 
media influence how we understand and respond to social problems? These are the types of 
questions you will ask and answer over the course of this year. 
 
Social Policy refers to both the activities of policymaking to support the prosperity and well-

being of people and society, and the academic discipline which studies these actions. As a subject, it 
focuses on the way in which social problems are recognised and dealt with through policies and 
social action.  
 
It provides you with opportunities to debate pressing social issues such as poverty, inequality, 
hunger, migration and homelessness, and to engage critically with research and other evidence 
which inform policy decisions in areas from healthcare and education, to housing, social security and 
criminal justice. Through this module you will develop an understanding of how policies could be 
improved to secure a fairer future for people in Scotland and beyond. 
 
Join undergraduate students in their first year Social Policy classes and get a real flavour of what 
studying this topical subject as an undergraduate student is like.  We have re-worked the 
undergraduate modules specifically for Open Studies students, so there are no exams, only essays, 
which allow you to explore the subject in-depth and pursue your particular interests. Students will 
also take part in small seminar group discussions.  No prior knowledge of Social Policy is required. 

 

Welcome Session 
This will be held on Monday 16th September 10am-12pm in the Centre for Lifelong Learning (Room 

tbc). 

Learning Objectives 
 Enhance students' knowledge and understanding of some of the key debates surrounding 

social divisions in contemporary Scotland;  

 Enhance students' knowledge and understanding of some of the most important social 
issues in contemporary Scotland including the areas of health, housing, education, social 
security and crime;  

 Engage students in debating some of the main challenges facing policymakers in these areas 

 Increase students’ knowledge of policy responses to these challenges  

 Enhance students' knowledge and understanding of the factors associated with the 
identification and definition of different issues as ‘problems’ 

Enhance students' understanding of the subjective nature of ‘social problems’  



 Enhance students’ knowledge and understanding of the ways in which different actors shape 
the interpretation of ‘social problems’. 

 Support students in developing relevant skills in the selection and use of appropriate 
research to inform discussion and debate on social issues;  

Teaching 
Lectures 

You will be attending first year undergraduate lectures, which differ from the usual format of the 

Centre for Lifelong Learning classes in that little time is allocated to class discussion.  Lectures give 

an overview of a core social policy issue and academic research in that area. 

Seminars 

There are 16 seminars across the two semesters and attendance is compulsory. The seminars are to 

facilitate student engagement with issues covered in the lectures and associated reading. Students 

will lead discussions. Lectures and seminars are around 50 minutes duration. 

 

Sample Lecture Programme* 

Semester 1 – Social Policy and Society in Contemporary Scotland 

This semester intended to be a broad introduction to Social Policy. It examines some key 
cross-cutting issues, including poverty; inequalities; political debates over social policy; key 
concepts like rights, responsibilities and needs, and how we finance the welfare state. It then 
moves in to a detailed discussion of policy issues and solutions in the areas of social security; 
health; education and housing. Sessions on study skills and writing essays are also provided. 
 
Setting the Scene  
  

 What is Social Policy?  

 

  Key Ideas: Needs, Rights and Responsibilities   

 
Social Divisions  
  

 Social Divisions: Class, Poverty & Inequality  

 

  Social Divisions: Gender and Welfare   

  Social Divisions: Race, Disability and Age   

  Study Skills for Social Policy and Assignment 1 
Advice  

 

 
The Economic, Policy & Political Context  
  

 Economic Context: Social Policy, Austerity, Tax & Spending  

 

  Policymaking Context: Social Policy & Devolution in Scotland   

  Political Context: The Politics of Welfare   

 
Needs and Services  



 
  Employment, Unemployment and Low Income   

  Social Security   

  Sickness and Health   

  Health Policy   

   Education Policy   

  Education, Attainment and Inequality   

  A Housing Crisis?   

  Homes for All?  
 

 

 

Semester 2 – Private Issues and Public Problems 

This semester looks at how we define and respond to social problems, taking as a starting point 
the idea that social problems are not objective phenomena, but are the result of claims-making by 
politicians, the media and other groups. We look at why certain issues are defined as problematic 
in some countries and not others, and at certain points in time and not others; and at how 
problems can be defined and therefore responded to by social policy quite differently depending 
on the point of view. We examine these issues in four policy areas: social security; disability; crime 
and families. 
 
Social Construction: Concepts & Theory  
 
   From Private Issues to Public Problems   

   Social Problems and Theoretical Perspectives   

   Conceptualising ‘Social Problems’    

   Social Norms, Power and the Media   

 
Social Security and Welfare-to-Work: Constructing the Poor  
 
   Historical Attitudes to Poverty   

   Constructing Welfare Recipients in the Contemporary UK Social Security System   

   From Welfare to Workfare: Constructing Non-Employment   

   Study Skills   

 
Disability – from Private to Public  
 
   The Social Construction of Disability   

   Disability Policy in Scotland   

   Case Study: Mental Distress   

 
The Making of Crime  
  1. The Social Construction of Crime   
  2. The Public/Private Crime Divide   
  3. Scotland: Criminal Justice or Social Justice?   
 
Changing Families and Family Policy  
   Changing Families: Childhood   

   Changing Families: Youth  

 Changing Families: Adulthood  

 



 

* please note this is provisional and designed to give a flavour of the topics covered. Subject to 

change. 

Attendance 

In line with other Open Studies classes, there is a 70% attendance requirement. Please inform Linda 

Anderson, Course Administrator for CLL of any absences via mail at l.a.anderson@strath.ac.uk 

Timetable  
Semesters 1 & 2 - Lectures are held twice weekly on a Monday and Wednesday from 11.00-12.00, 

commencing Monday 23 September (from Monday 20 January for Semester 2).   Lectures run for 11 

weeks per semester (please note there will be no lecture on Monday 30th September).   

Seminars are held on either Wednesdays 10.00-11.00 or 12.00-13.00. Full timetables will be 

available at the Induction Session and students can also sign up to their chosen group at this. 

Please note additional dates may be added to the timetable. Classes are delivered by the School of 

Social Work and Social Policy and therefore any changes to the timetable are outwith the control of 

the Centre for Lifelong Learning. 

Assessment 
 

Semester 1 – 1500 word essay (20% weighting) 

Semester 1 – 2000 word essay (40% weighting)  

Semester 2  – 2000 word essay (40% weighting) 

Core Texts 
These will be used regularly in the module and will also be useful for the entire duration of your 
Social Policy course. 
 
Alcock, P. Haux, T., May, M. and Wright, S. (2016) The student’s companion to Social Policy, 5th 

Edition. Oxford: Blackwell.  
achieve the marks for research participation. 

Open Studies Credit 

Credit is optional but if you choose to undertake it, you will be awarded an Open Studies Certificate 

in Psychology worth 30 University of Strathclyde credits upon successful completion. This equates to 

one quarter of a year at first year undergraduate level and is a considerable achievement for part-

time learners. For more information, please contact us.  



Fees 
The fee is £420 (if you are eligible, the Part-Time Fee Grant will fund £321 of this fee).  

 

If you have any further queries, please contact Linda Anderson, CLL Open Campus Administrator at 

l.a.anderson@strath.ac.uk 

 

 


