
The Open Campus 
Open Studies Certificate in English Literature 

In association with the School of Humanities. 

 
This course, comprising the undergraduate first year classes, English 1A and 1B offers an 
introduction to the study of English at university level. You will study a range of texts in the three 
main genres of creative literature: poetry, prose, and dramatic writing.  
 
During the first semester, you will have an opportunity to understand how particular historical and 
social contexts shape literature, but also to discuss ways in which historical literature continues to 
live and have relevance to the contemporary reader. The class begins by studying a range of poems 
from the Renaissance to the present as a means of introducing some of the key concepts of literary 
analysis.  We then study two texts in depth, Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre, and Jean Rhys’s Wide 
Sargasso Sea. While each work carries the particular concerns of its own period, both have much to 
tell us of our contemporary concerns with issues of equality and empowerment.  
 
During semester 2, we explore how authors write about lives (life writing). We read a fictional 
autobiography, Daniel Defoe's Robinson Crusoe, some short non-fictional prose with an 
autobiographical element, and a fictional work by Virginia Woolf, Flush, which is a biography of a 
real dog, the pet of the Victorian poet Elizabeth Barrett Browning. This gives us an opportunity to ask 
how we might represent the inner life – using an animal as an example. In the second half of the 
class, we explore dramatic writing. We begin with Shakespeare's Twelfth Night, and continue with 
the script of the film Shakespeare in Love (written by Marc Norman and Tom Stoppard) which ends 
with a reference to Twelfth Night. We then look at the Pixar film Toy Story - another story of 
transformation - from the perspective of its screenwriters.  
 
 These classes will feature writing exercises and useful ideas designed to help you think and work like 
a writer, as well as improving your critical skills as a reader. 

Welcome Session 
This will be held on Monday 16th September 10am-12pm in the Centre for Lifelong Learning 

(Conference Room, Room 742). All students must be fully registered and their fee paid before 

attending. 

Learning Objectives 
 

 To develop close reading skills 

 To learn the skill of argumentation in literary studies 

 To apply the above skills to written work. 

 To gain knowledge of key literary terms and various theoretical approaches to literary study 



 

Teaching 
Lectures 

You will be attending first year undergraduate lectures, which differ from the usual format of the 

Centre for Lifelong Learning classes in that little time is allocated to class discussion.  Lectures will 

focus on aspects of the prescribed reading. 

Seminars 

There are 22 seminars across the two semesters and attendance is compulsory. The seminars are to 

facilitate student engagement with texts covered in the lectures and associated reading. Students 

will lead discussions.  

Lectures and seminars are around 50 minutes duration. 

 

Semester 1 – English 1A 

Advance Reading List 
 
Books to Buy – it will help your studies if you have read both novels before the class begins and have 
familiarised yourself with some of the poetry and the discussion of poetic form in the first book. 
 

Mark Strand and Eavan Boland (eds), The Making of a Poem: A Norton Anthology of Poetic 

Forms (2001) 

Charlotte Bronte, Jane Eyre [1847], Norton Critical Edition (4th ed.), edited by Deborah Lutz (2016) 

Jean Rhys, Wide Sargasso Sea [1966], Penguin Modern Classics (2000) 

Secondary Reading for both semesters –  these are all useful books that will help you in your 

thinking about literary studies and in preparing for the class. These are not required reading, but we 

recommend you have a look at one or two during your studies. 

Baldick, Chris 2015. The Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Bate, Jonathan 2010.  English Literature: A Very Short Introduction.  Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

Bradley, Adam 2017. Book of Rhymes: The Poetics of Hip Hop. New York. Basic Civitas. 

Eagleton, Terry 2006. How to Read a Poem. London: John Wiley. 

Eagleton, Terry 2014.  How to Read Literature. New Haven: Yale University Press. 

Fabb, Nigel and Alan Durant 2005. How to write essays and dissertations : a guide for English 

literature students , 2nd ed. Longman Pearson  

https://strath.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/view/uresolver/44STRATH_INST/openurl?ctx_enc=info:ofi/enc:UTF-8&ctx_id=10_1&ctx_tim=2018-06-19T10%3A19%3A25IST&ctx_ver=Z39.88-2004&url_ctx_fmt=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:ctx&url_ver=Z39.88-2004&rfr_id=info:sid/primo.exlibrisgroup.com-SUALMA&req_id=&rft_dat=ie=44STRATH_INST:2159447690002996,ie=44STRATH_INST:5170764410002996,language=eng,view=SUVU01&svc_dat=viewit&u.ignore_date_coverage=true&req.skin=strath_20160516
https://strath.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/view/uresolver/44STRATH_INST/openurl?ctx_enc=info:ofi/enc:UTF-8&ctx_id=10_1&ctx_tim=2018-06-19T10%3A19%3A25IST&ctx_ver=Z39.88-2004&url_ctx_fmt=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:ctx&url_ver=Z39.88-2004&rfr_id=info:sid/primo.exlibrisgroup.com-SUALMA&req_id=&rft_dat=ie=44STRATH_INST:2159447690002996,ie=44STRATH_INST:5170764410002996,language=eng,view=SUVU01&svc_dat=viewit&u.ignore_date_coverage=true&req.skin=strath_20160516


Fowler, Alastair 2007. How to Write. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Prose, Francine 2012. Reading Like a Writer: A Guide for People Who Love Books and for Those Who 

Want to Write Them. London: Union Books. (available online through Strathclyde University 

Library webpages) 

Roberts, Phil 1986.  How Poetry Works. Harmondsworth: Penguin. 

Wood, James 2008. How Fiction Works. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 

Yorke, John 2013. Into the Woods: How Stories Work and Why We Tell Them. London: Penguin. 

 

Semester 2 – English 1B 

Set texts 

There are three set texts which you may want to buy: 

Woolf, Virginia (2009)  Flush.  Oxford World's Classics edition, edited by Kate Flint.  Oxford: Oxford 
University Press  (First published 1933) 
 
Defoe, Daniel  (1994) Robinson Crusoe.  Norton Critical edition, Second edition, edited by Michael 

Shinagel.  London:  Norton    (First published 1719) 

Shakespeare, William  (2008)  Twelfth Night.  Arden Shakespeare, third series, edited by Keir Elam.  

London: Bloomsbury.  (First performed around 1601, first published 1623) 

Other material (Baldwin 'letter', Shakespeare in Love script, Toy Story script) will be made available 

either through the library website, or by reference to openly accessible online sources. 

Secondary Reading –  The following are useful books that will help you in your thinking about 

literary studies and in preparing essays. More detailed reading on individual texts can be found on 

the class Myplace pages. 

Lopez, Jeremy 2019. The Arden Introduction to Reading Shakespeare. London: Bloomsbury 

Snyder, Blake  (2005) Save the cat! : the last book on screenwriting you'll ever need.  Studio City, CA : 

M. Wiese Productions Wood, James 2008. How Fiction Works. New York: Farrar, Straus and 

Giroux. 

Attendance 

In line with other Open Studies classes, there is a 70% attendance requirement. Please inform Linda 

Anderson, Open Campus Course Administrator for CLL of any absences via mail at 

l.a.anderson@strath.ac.uk 



 

Timetable  
 

Semesters 1 & 2 - Lectures are held twice weekly on a Tuesday and Friday from 12.00-13.00, 

commencing Tuesday 24 September (from Monday 20 January for Semester 2).   Lectures run for 11 

weeks per semester.   

Seminars are held on Fridays from 14.00-15.00. Full timetables will be available at the Welcome 

Session. 

Please note additional dates may be added to the timetable. Classes are delivered by the School of 

Humanities and therefore any changes to the timetable are outwith the control of the Centre for 

Lifelong Learning. 

Assessment 
 

Semester 1 – 1500 word essay (30% weighting) 

Semester 1 – 1500 word essay (30% weighting)  

Semester 2  – 1500 word essay (40% weighting) 

Open Studies Credit 

Credit is optional but if you choose to undertake it, you will be awarded an Open Studies Certificate 

in Psychology worth 30 University of Strathclyde credits upon successful completion. This equates to 

one quarter of a year at first year undergraduate level and is a considerable achievement for part-

time learners. For more information, please contact us.  

Fees 
The fee is £420 (if you are eligible, the Part-Time Fee Grant will fund £321 of this fee).  

If you have any further queries, please contact Linda Anderson, CLL Open Campus Administrator at 

l.a.anderson@strath.ac.uk 

 

 


