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DEAR FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES
The team at CISS hopes that all of you and your school
communities are safe and well in this most challenging
of times. We are very aware how hard you have
worked to ensure that your youngsters have been able
to continue learning despite the schools being closed.
We also understand how difficult the challenges are
facing us as we move towards the “new normal” and
how central education is to Scottish Government’s
newly published recovery plan.
During Lock Down we completely transformed the
SCILT/CISS programmes and, working in partnership
with e-Sgoil, have been delivering a series of online,
real time, interactive language courses directly to
youngsters of all ages across the country. These have
proved to be very popular with literally hundreds of
young people from every council area of Scotland
taking part. We have supported young people moving
into national 5, Higher and Advanced Higher. We have
also developed taster courses in Mandarin for primary
and secondary aged learners. In addition, we
developed a new page on our website where learners
and parents could easily find language resources that
support home learning, clearly organised by age and
stage.
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We were also able to move existing professional
learning commitments online, thus continuing to
support teachers despite the circumstances.
We realise that the educational landscape of
2020/21 is something that none of us could have
ever envisaged. A blended model of school/home
life is fraught with challenges and we know that you
will be occupied with ways of enforcing social
distancing and keeping your youngsters and
yourselves healthy.
We would like to offer our full support to our
network of Confucius Classrooms. The lock down
experience has given us new skills in leading online
learning for children, young people and teachers
and we can capitalise on this. We would, however,
be extremely keen to get your thoughts and
suggestions about what we can do to help as you
transition youngsters into this blended model of
learning.
We will be as flexible, responsive and as open to
ideas as we possibly can.
You can always contact us at ciss-info@strath.ac.uk.
The CISS Team
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Confucius Classroom Hubs
Updates and resources
RZSS: Browse this fantastic online selection of resources from the
Beyond the Panda programme, including lesson plans, ideas,
worksheets and games. Link
South Ayrshire: This presentation rounds up all the great work
that's been done in the last year at Queen Margaret Academy and
Gardenrose Primary. Link
Perth and Kinross: Kinross High School's Faculty of Modern
Languages has a Mandarin section on their website, which is
regularly updated with news, information and resources. Link
Highlights of all their great projects from last year can also be
found here: Link

North Ayrshire: Take a look at the Mandarin section of the North
Ayrshire 1+2 Languages blog here and browse the selection of
resources put together by Mandarin teachers in North Ayrshire:
Link
All hubs: Hanban teachers and volunteers across Scotland have
been making short educational videos in Mandarin during
lockdown, which we continue to share on the CISS social media.
You can find these on our Instagram account. Link

Please send any articles, projects or events you
would like to feature to ciss-info@strath.ac.uk
and we will include them in future newsletters
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How to be an Online Mandarin Teacher
by Zou Huali, Hanban Volunteer

Nearly two years have passed since I started teaching in Scotland, and I could never
have imagined that I would be teaching online in such an unusual period. As a result
of the Lockdown, all schools in the UK have been closed. Due to the lack of Mandarin
Teachers in some schools, students have no access to learn Mandarin. To address
this issue, Scotland’s National Centre for Languages (SCILT) and the Confucius
institute for Scotland’s Schools (CISS) have developed the e-Sgoil Online Mandarin
Teaching Project -"Discovering China". The series of courses, which cover tasters of
National and Advanced Higher courses, aim to provide a content-rich and interesting
platform for students who want to learn Chinese at home. I was lucky to be invited by
SCILT to join in the teaching team and cooperated with Mrs. Susan Lawson, a local
primary teacher in Scotland, to participate in the "Discovering China" series of
courses. The content of teaching involves culture, language, history, etc. The classes
are taught to Primary School students from P4-P7 and Secondary School students
from S1-S3.
During the system training before the online class, I felt relaxed and happy. But when
we launched a trial lesson, the problems began to emerge; poor network and limited
broadband led to video lags and delayed voice; or the shared screen crashed in the
middle of the lesson, and students were excited to ask "where's Ms.?" in the chat
bar...It's fun and interesting! Network speed, computer hardware support
equipment, all these things are easy to solve, but the biggest challenge is online
teaching!
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Although teachers and students are only a screen apart, due to
Scotland's strict privacy laws, teachers cannot see the students'
images or hear their voices when lecturing, which poses a new
challenge to our online courses.
We were concerned that there would be a huge gap between the
online teacher-student interaction and the face-to-face classroom
teaching. Mrs Lawson and I would sing the same song, one
beginning and the other following. Even though we couldn't hear the
students' oral practice and correct their writing exercises in class, or
even know whether they were watching a game on the other side of
the screen or checking Twitter! Fortunately, to our relief, students in
the chat bar of Vscene are very active. They actively answer
questions in class with words and give feedback to us in real time
when they have questions in class.
What impressed me most is that once I was introducing the Great
Wall of China in a secondary lesson, and the students asked me
whether the stones of the Great Wall during the reign of Emperor
Qin Shi Huang were glued together with sticky rice. I replied that the
adhesive material contained a mixture of sticky rice and straw. A
student typed in fear, telling me that he was worried about himself
because he had eaten a lot of sticky rice...Ha, ha, ha, I could not help
smiling because of their lovely words. I mean, I never worried too
much about eating it when I was a kid!
The combination of Native Mandarin teacher + Confucius teacher is
perfect for students! Mrs. Lawson is a talented Mandarin learner and
a senior practitioner in schools. From her own Mandarin learning
experience, she knows how to deliver to students effectively. At the
same time, with a real Mandarin speaking teacher (me), students can
hear the most authentic pronunciation of words and understand the
latest changes in China. The two sides complement each other and
greatly improve the pleasure and effectiveness of online language
teaching.
Network, regardless of distance, education regardless of national
boundaries. Sow with language, till with the colouring pen. I would
like to express my highest respect to all the teachers who have stood
by their posts during the pandemic.
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MY A-Z OF ARRAN
By Dong Lu, Hanban Teacher, North Ayrshire Confucius Classroom Hub

As she prepares to return to China in July, Lulu reflects on what has made her experience on
the Isle of Arran special.

My name is Lulu and I live and work on the Isle of Arran as a Mandarin Teacher. This is
my Arran – letter by letter.

A
B
C
D

A is for Arran, an amazing island in the Firth of Clyde, nicknamed Scotland in
Miniature. Arran may not be a big city, but it is big enough for me to experience
a lot. I’ve loved working and living on Arran for the past two years, with
phenomenal friends and colleagues, unbelievably amazing, sparky kids, and a
warm, inclusive, supportive community. How am I so lucky to be here on this
lovely island?
is for Brodick Primary School, the first school I
went to on Arran and could not restrain my
amazement at its loveliness! The farm trip made
me realize how many different sounds the animals
could make. The staff room conversation is always
inspirational and considerate. Nothing makes me
feel more inclusive than being invited to be part of
the school group photo.
is for Corrie Primary School, which threw my very
first Halloween party and it made me feel like I
was part of a large family. A lovely fuzzy feeling
came over me when I was being hugged by the
children and holding hands with the families. I will
never forget the morning song and the “happy
dance” with the children and staff to start that
memorable Wednesday morning.
is for Dreich, the first Scottish word I picked up
but most frequently used. It is such an
evocative word with the ability to explain the
Scottish weather perfectly. I will definitely teach
that specific vivid word to my pupils back in
China.
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E

F
G

is for Enlightening, the adjective I’d like to use
to describe the feeling that Arran schools
impressed upon me. The comfortable teaching
and learning environment enlightened my
teaching in various ways: the shows, the
parties, the trips, the treats, and so on. The
surprises were hidden in every
corner at the school waiting for me to uncover
them. As long as they were uncovered,
surprises would be changed into opportunities
giving Lulu and Mandarin more ideas to shine.

is for Friendly Folks, who are always willing to
provide help whenever and wherever I need.
The miraculous island cultivates people who are
easygoing, amicable, helpful, and responsible. I
am so grateful for all of the people who have
supported me and encouraged me on my island
adventure.

is for Gratitude, words are powerless to
express my gratitude, even though I am trying
to do so.
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H
I
J
K

is for Haggis, the first authentic
traditional Scottish Haggis that I have
eaten was on Arran. It tasted not bad.
Who said that Scottish people don’t eat
stomach?

is for Islander, which is the word I may
proudly call myself after almost two years
based on Arran. On my journey to becoming
an islander, I've realized that the magical
Arran nature is more like an ever-shifting
kaleidoscope enticing me to twist it as I find
myself fascinated by beautiful patterns.

is for Joyful, the word I’d like to use
and depict Arran in general. Arran
makes me believe she is a joyful
little girl, who always says yes to life,
and projects positivity to people all
around it.
is for Kilmory Primary School, who gave
me a birthday surprise in the staff room. It
will always be my best and most healing
memories. The V-shaped gesture picture at
Christmas is one of my favourite. By the
way, the outdoor learning on the beach
took me back to my childhood and I will
never forget the experience of being
chased by curious cows!
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L
M

N

is for Lamlash Primary School, who gave me
the most special Chinese New Year. The
fortune cookies, the dragon dance, the New
Year gift, the red envelope with real money in
it, their effort was impressive. Thanks for
everything you have done, pulling me out of
the homesickness I was drowning in. You also
gave me the chance I have always wanted, to
eat noodles and rice just by hand!
is for Mandarin, the language I taught makes
me the very first Mandarin teacher bound
closely to all eight schools across the lovely
island. “Mandarin! The best class ever!” was
heard many times, not because I look younger
than my age, but because I led them into the
adventurous world of Mandarin and of China.
Numbers, colors, animals, self-introduction,
and family members, we played panda games,
we experienced Chinese New Year, we played
shuttlecocks, we practiced chopsticks, we put
on traditional Chinese Costumes like the
Hanfu, and we made dumplings. Our
adventures in class were all about the
mysterious world of Mandarin and China.

is for Neighbourly. Arran makes
me redefine the phrase - strong
community spirit. Now more
than ever, folks appreciate it at
the heart of Arran.
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O

P

is for Outdoor Learning, which
makes me always feel grateful
being on Arran, for getting
outside, walking around, hearing
the rustle of trees, feeling the
wind on my face, the rain on my
back, the sun on my skin.

is for Pirnmill Primary School, which is a small school
but a big family for pupils and for me too. When we
sang in Mandarin on the stage of the Christmas show, I
believe we were captivating the audiences. They were
amazed and I am proud and honored to be part of the
family.

Q爷

is for Quinton Black. I would also like to take this
opportunity to say a special thank you to my lovely
mentor Quinton. I have given him the nickname
, which means Uncle Quinton. Not only is he an
uncle’s age, but he is also the one who educated me
patiently as a pupil, encouraged and inspired me as
a new teacher, and took care of me as a daughter.
With his support and encouragement, I experienced
the real Scotland: St. Andrew’s Day, Burns Supper,
Chanter Class, Orienteering Championship and so
on. I couldn’t count everything even with the help of
my toes. Thanks again for being such a good
mentor.

昆⼤
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is for Robert Burns, the most famous Scottish poet. Thanks to him, I
experienced different kinds of Burns Supper at least four times, drank my first
shot of whiskey and enjoyed hundreds of poems in various ways, however,
understood none.

S
T

U

is for Shiskine Primary School, which
is the school that inspired me to
deliver Mandarin teaching through
the outdoors in games. It also offered
me another job as a photographer in
Summer Fayre and Christmas show,
which proved to be a chance to enjoy
myself of experiencing all kinds of
local games and snacks. Scottish
Tablets, yum yum.
is for Teachers and All the School
Staff, who are my dear friends, my
lovely advisors, and my private
chauffeurs. I sincerely appreciate
having had the opportunity to work
with you all. Thank you for the support
and encouragement you have
provided me during my time on Arran.
I thoroughly enjoyed having lunch with
you in the staff room. I will miss our
daily interactions and weekly
conversations. You have really been
there for me. Love you 3000.
is for Unique. Delivering Mandarin on
Arran is such a unique opportunity for
pupils to get access to a totally different
language. It is also a great opportunity
for me to grow and transform. I have
grown after nearly two years of a unique
experience. It transformed Lulu from a
scared cat into a courageous lion. I will
definitely grow better in the future with
what Arran taught me and deeply
rooted in my heart.
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is for Venture. Working abroad as a
Mandarin teacher for me is venturing
forth into the unknown. When I arrived
in Scotland on 24th, October 2018, I
wondered how I was going to survive
in this new country, new culture,
among foreigners, and being a
foreigner teaching a foreign language
for two years. I told myself to hope for
the best and expect the worst. With a
strong sense of passion and
willingness to take all the risks
necessary, not only did I survive but
also gained a lot. I have been learning
what I need to know and I believe I
made a difference on Arran and will
definitely bring the valuable working
experience back to China.
is for Whiting Bay Primary School,
which is the only school I taught in the
hall and so many fun and exciting
experiences happened in it. I fixed the
projector accidentally, watched the
assembly intentionally, and was
invited to sing a Mandarin song
because of peeking to the House
Treatment curiously. They all
happened in the hall and are fond
memories in my heart.

is for XX. It stands for kisses and hugs which is new to me as a Chinese
girl. Because, instead of emoji, it always comes at the end of the
messages I got from friends on Arran since I have been here. It might be
a common way for Scottish people to express love, but for me, it is much
more powerful than any emoji. It shows Lulu that she is welcomed with
open arms, loved, or even spoiled sometimes by the whole island.
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Y

is for Yanyan, who is the Chinese Director in
CISS. I want to especially thank to. Being a
wise, diligent, farseeing, and thoughtful
leader, she is like the sun of the constellation
that every Hanban teacher centers on.
Yanyan offers me a hand and a bunch of
opportunities to reach higher than I imagine.
Thank you for being such a wonderful leader
and role model for all of Hanban teachers.

Z

is for Zero Zero, the nickname of my life
long best friend línglíng (started by Quinton
when he was obsessed with
Mandarin numbers). We have been
discussing, sharing, studying, exploring and
adapting to the changes all the way till now,
and will definitely go on in the future. Zero 0
to Chinese does not mean nothing, it stands
for a new beginning. Even the finest feast
comes to an end sometime. My teaching
time on Arran is coming to an end, but to
me, this is not the end. This is the beginning.
It is time for a new chapter back in my
homeland and starts from zero again (We
say starting from zero means starting from
scratch.) and while I will miss Arran
immensely. I am beyond excited about new
challenges and I know that I will come back
and visit Arran someday in the future.

再⻅

zài jiàn (
), the most common term used
to say goodbye in Mandarin, is literally
translated to seeing you again. I am
extremely grateful and mighty proud to be
on Arran and have all of you in my A-Z of
Arran. It truly made my alphabet that I love
to sing and retell over and over again.
zài jiàn. See you again.
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On Friday the 29th of May, 16 young
people, including the Tianjin scholars took
part in the first ever remote online HSK
test in the UK. The test was run by Hanban
UK from their base in London.
We were very pleased to have candidates
participating at levels 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5.
Students at level 5 need to know 2500
characters. We wish them all the best of
luck with results and are looking forward
to seeing where their Mandarin learning
journeys take them.
Following this online pilot, we hope to
work with Hanban UK to offer the test
more widely to our hub schools in the
future.

A scholar's perspective
By Jody Carr, Tianjin scholar 2019-20

When I first heard about the Covid-19 outbreak in
China I was worried as trains were being cancelled
and the cases were rising each day. At this point, I
was travelling around China and was scared about
being stuck somewhere and not being able to return
to Tianjin. My mum was also with me and I was
worried she wouldn’t be able to get her flight back
home. Once we were given the news that we were
going home, I was heartbroken and didn’t expect it to
be serious enough for this to happen. I wished that I
got to say a proper goodbye to the city I lived in
for 5 months and to the friends that I had made. I had hope that we would be able to
return to Tianjin in a couple of months but over time realised that this wasn’t going to
happen. Once we returned to Scotland, the majority of us took part in the HSK classes
held by CISS. I didn’t feel motivated in taking part as I wasn’t getting the chance to speak
Mandarin everyday like I did in China. However when we moved onto online classes, I felt
that if I gave up now then I would have wasted a full year so this encouraged me to work
hard to achieve my HSK 3. Now that my exam is near, I feel more confident with my
Mandarin than ever before.
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SCHOLAR ON BBC ALBA
2019-20 Scholar Margaret Driscoll recently made some vlogs for BBC ALBA! In the
videos, she describes in Gaelic the experience of suddenly finding yourself in the
midst of a pandemic while thousands of miles from home. Well done Margaret!
You can watch the videos on BBC ALBA's Youtube channel here:
Mairead Driscoll 1 | A-staigh | BBC ALBA
Mairead Driscoll 2 | A-staigh | BBC ALBA

Margaret's thoughts
By Margaret Driscoll, Tianjin Scholar 2019-20
I was told that the Tianjin Scholarship would teach me to adapt to and overcome a whole
range of different situations. This has never been more true than now, when we’re all
back in Scotland and learning online. Changing from a Chinese classroom setting to our
current learning situation was a little strange!
I have a total of 15 hours of online teaching in a range of different classes. The ‘Reading
and Writing’ and ‘Speaking and Listening’ classes take up most of my time, but I also have
a 2-hour weekly Culture class where we cover everything from ‘
Journey to the
West’ to the history of Chopsticks, and an hour long tutoring session with a former
scholar, which is a great help when I have extra questions.

西游记

We had teething issues when we moved online completely, but for the most part we
have managed to find solutions for them. Online classes make some aspects of learning
Chinese harder and some easier. It can be quite hard to differentiate ‘xi’ and ‘ji’ when on
a video call and your Wi-Fi is not all that strong, but, as we don’t have to handwrite our
characters, I am able to answer much faster. Over the past few months, we have really
come to enjoy online classes.
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The regularity of seeing friends and teachers has been invaluable in this uncertain
time and always having a cup of tea on hand when we would like one is very nice.
Some scholars have even attended class in pyjamas!
The past year had been one of great change for all of us scholars, but I think that
we’ve all really faced up to the challenge. I’m so glad that I had the other scholars on
this journey with me!

Francesca's thoughts
By Francesca Tassieri,
Tianjin Scholar 2019-20

From going to classes with students from across the globe, to travelling around Asia
for Chinese New Year, now we all find ourselves stuck indoors, eagerly waiting for this
period to go by, however that does not mean our learning has stopped.
We may not be on the other side of the world right now, but online learning has
allowed us language students to continue our studies of Mandarin, as well as explore
new ways of communication that before maybe we weren't making the most of.
Through videochat lessons, learning Chinese without losing the important aspect of
vocal communication is still possible, as you are still able to see and speak directly to a
teacher. Probably the only thing to watch out for is your wifi connection!
Overall, considering the historical moment we are currently working our way through,
this lockdown has not stopped us from pursuing our studies and completing our
course, instead, it has offered new ways of approaching language learning by using
the internet as a core tool.
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UPDATE FROM

THE
CISS
ALUMNI
The CISS Alumni have recently
launched their Youtube channel!
Video topics will include guides to the
Tianjin scholarship, studying abroad,
travel, learning Mandarin and more.
This is an exciting collaboration
between Alumni from different
scholarship years and we are can't
wait to see what they have in store.
Follow the link below to start
watching, and subscribe to see future
content!

Look out for..
More Youtube videos
Scholar instagram takeovers
Mandarin study-focused videos

Coming soon!

Follow the CISS Alumni on Instagram and Twitter
@cissalumni
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Scholar Instagram takeovers

Former CISS Scholar Ailsa Brown
and 2019-20 Scholar Kirsten Keay
recently took over the CISS Alumni
Instagram account for a "A day in
the life". Ailsa was in Tianjin in 2020 and is currently studying for an
undergraduate degree in Chinese at
the University of Oxford. Kirsten
was in Tianjin for five months from
September 2019 and returned to
Scotland in early 2020 due to the
COVID-19 crisis.

Ailsa and Kirsten took us through a
typical day in their lives and took
questions on the Tianjin scholarship,
their current Chinese studies, moving
to China, Chinese at Oxford, studying
in lockdown and more.
The takeovers are still available to
view on the CISS Alumni Instagram
page in the "Highlights" section. Click
below to watch them now.

CISS Alumni Instagram
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CISS Alumni Max (2017-18) and
Nathan (2016-17) recently completed
a stint in the CISS office as interns.
Here they reflect on their experience.

Over the past three months I have had the
pleasure to work alongside the CISS and
SCILT teams as communications and events
intern. Whilst working on the CISS newsletter,
assisting at events, speaking to scholars,
keeping track of social media and getting to
know everyone at the Ramshorn I have
learned so much. The Ramshorn is a
beautiful and historic landmark in Glasgow
Centre and has been wonderfully renovated
into a fantastic workplace and events space.
Throughout my time as an intern I have
been keen to engage former scholars with
the CISS Alumni network and to involve them
in the continued work of the Confucius
Institute, building strong links with China as
well as developing future professional and
social networks for former scholars.
I look forward to seeing you all again soon.
Max McAllan

I had a brilliant time working as an intern. Max
and I helped the team plan and set up events in
the Ramshorn – such as the launch of the
language exchange between returning Tianjin
Scholars and locally based Chinese students to
facilitate language and cultural exchange. This
involved creating a fun icebreaker in both
English and Chinese and I really enjoyed leading
that activity on the day. I really appreciated how
much support I was given by both the team in
the office and Chinese teachers. On the comms
front I helped expand CISS and SCILT’s online
presence, creating social media posts for the
“Untranslatable Words” campaign and some
Chinese greeting posts for popular cultural
celebrations. I really enjoyed getting to put new
skills to use however I could. Interning gave me a
more formalised way to connect my work with
the CISS Alumni, and liaising to help create and
distribute materials for language exchanges and
meetings. This gave me an insight into what it
takes to put events together and I loved every
minute of it. The support and great chat of
everyone in the office made interning at CISS and
SCILT such a worthwhile experience. I am sure it
will not be the last time I am back at the
Ramshorn!

Nathan Epemolu
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Goodbye!

CISS and SCILT Staff are sorry to say goodbye to Ping
Ping and Jiahui, who are returning to China following
their placements in the CISS office. During their time
at CISS they taught Mandarin to staff and students at
the University of Strathclyde, worked on CISS events
and much more. Thank you both for your hard work
and we wish you the best of luck for the future. You
have been wonderful colleagues and will be missed!
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Communications and Projects Coordinator
Natasha Bowman returns from maternity leave
on 1st July, after having her daughter Belle in
2019. Welcome back Natasha and welcome Belle!

More CISS
Staff
Updates

Staff from CISS and SCILT recently
took part in a virtual Bake-Off with a
languages theme. Well done to
Emma who was the winner with her
Schwarzwälder Kirschtorte!

Communications and Projects Officer
Katie Hawkins has been making these
crochet rainbows to support the NHS
and lift spirits. Thank you Katie!
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Follow us on
Twitter
Instagram
Facebook
to stay updated!

