UCO Angers 

	How does the workload in your classes compare to Strathclyde. 

	2 x Harder



	Is there anything that you wished that you knew about the classes before you went? 

	We have to do more than twice as many classes here than we would at Strathclyde as they are not worth many credits, and as a result our workload is so much larger and more difficult.

	I wish I knew how much more time i would be spending in class, almost twice the amount as my previous years in strathclyde, and i wish i knew how much bigger the workload was going to be, how many more tests, exams and home assignments there would be on top of normal weekly homework



	What type of accommodation are you staying in whilst away? 

	 student housing (private student organisation)



	What is your monthly cost for accommodation? 

	560 euros per month including daily breakfast and dinner.

	560 euros (including breakfast and dinner)



	Do you have any advice about how looking for accommodation? Is there anything you wished you knew before you left about accommodation? 

	I wish I had known that the best option seems to be searching for private accommodation in terms of cost, freedom etc.

	If you're looking to stay in halls, make sure you know everything about the halls before committing. When I arrived at my all-girls halls, I discovered that they were quite strict and very different from university halls in Scotland. They keep an eye on us, there is a night porter, we are not allowed boys in our rooms, we aren’t allowed 



	What is the town/city like where you stay?

	It's a very beautiful and historic town but there is not always a lot to do, especially on Sundays as nothing is open.



	Where is your favourite place to go? 

	I like to go out for lunch with my friends to a typical French creperie.



	How do you find the university facilities (for example, library, labs, campus)? 

	The library is very small but it is very handy for studying.  Aside from that the university isn't very big and we don't know much about it outside of where our own classes are so I haven't made us of other facilities.



	Do you spend more or less money than you expected?   

	More



	Are you surprised by the high cost of anything in particular(for example, taxis, cheese, bread, wine)?  

	A lot of home comforts are more expensive than I expected which took me by surprise, especially sweets and chocolate. Typical French foods tend to be cheaper.



	How much money do you estimate you spend per month (any currency is ok)?

	Probably around 800-900 euros per month including my rent.



	Do you have a good social life?  Does the host University offer any particular activities for international students? 

	I have made a lot of friends through my accommodation but I do not have a lot of time to socialise as I get so much homework.  Almost every weekend since I arrived here has been spent not leaving my room in order to get through all of my homework for the week.  The university does offer things for international students but quite often they can be expensive.



	Would you recommend this University to future Strathclyde students who are considering studying abroad

	Yes



	Are you glad you decided to participate in an Erasmus Exchange?  Please explain your answer.

	I am glad that I did as it is an amazing offer and I definitely think anyone doing a language degree is silly not to take advantage of it. However it is definitely a lot harder than Strathclyde so I would advise anyone going into it to know what to expect.



	Is there any additional information/advice you would like to pass on to future students who are considering study abroad at the same institution as you?

	I would like to inform them that Erasmus is not all fun and games. There are a lot of classes and a lot of homework so it's not always possible to do fun, touristy things that people would like to do. Of course it is still a great experience and I would recommend it.
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